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Abstract: Education is fundamental to achieve national development. A better education system develops good human resources. 
These human resources bring prosperity and equity and transform society by utilising their potential. Better education relies on the 
education policies framed by its government and bringing changes in them from time to time. India has so far three education policies 
after independence. The first national education policy in India came in 1968 and the second in 1986; the national education policy of 
1986 was revised in 1992. The third national education policy came in the recent year of 2020. In this article, a comparison of these 
three national education policies has been made by the researchers by analysing the available secondary data. 
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Introduction: Education reform is a major concern for governments all over the world. There is pressure on education policies to 
represent their results in terms of economic and social development on a global scale. India's education system is the world's third-
largest education system. An education policy is a set of government guidelines and principles that control the educational system by 
rules and regulations. Education policy is a comprehensive framework that directs the progression of education and a country's 
educational system. School size, class size, curriculum structure, student-teacher ratio, instructional strategies, and higher education 
challenges and requirements are all covered by education policy. Education policies are designed to help the country meet its 
academic objectives. 
 
Historical Background: Education has been a place of honour in Indian culture. Since the advent of civilization, educational 
institutions have existed in India (Keay,1972). In pre-independent India, the education policy could be further divided into two 
periods: Pre-British and British. There are no credible literary artefacts capable of justifying education policies in ancient India. In 
ancient India, religion was the primary focus of education. Both Hindu and Muslim educational establishments in pre-Britsih India 
have given greater importance to religion than any other subject (Yechuri,1986). During the British period, the introduction of western 
education has a significant impact on the emergence of an education policy in India. The pioneering work in this field was done by 
missionaries, who promoted the education of people under British rule (Keay,1972). Several charters were passed by the British 
government to promote education in India. A major reform in the Indian education system was brought by Woods Education Dispatch, 
popularly known as “Magna Carta of English Education in India” (Singh, 2005). The important aspect of Woods Dispatch was that it 
paved the path for the establishment of universities in India. The Calcutta University established in 1857, was the first Indian 
university of Modern India. After that, the Bombay and Madras universities were established (Mukharjee, 1976). In 1944, the Sargent 
Commission was set up for the development of the education system during the British regime. 
 

After the independence, the Central Advisory Board of Education (CABE) planned to establish two commissions, one 
dealing with university education and one dealing with higher secondary education, acknowledging that the parameters of education in 
independent India would be different. India adopted its constitution in 1950 and its focus was on “equality in opportunity for 
education for all” & achieving social justice. The Ten-member University Education Commission of 1948, was headed by Dr S 
Radhakrishnan to report on University education in India and to suggest a mechanism that will be advantageous to accommodate the 
country’s current and prospective requirements (Aggarwal, 1993). The commission recommended the establishment of universities to 
provide higher education in India, open to all parts of society regardless of religion, caste, gender and region. The commission in its 
report emphasized the rebuilding of the education system in line with the vision of the constitution of India. To promote secondary 
education, a Secondary Education Commission was formed under the chairmanship of Dr. A. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar in 1952. 
The commission in its report suggested uniformity in school education across India and also suggested diversification of school 
courses with technical educations. However, this commission lacked the framework for the promotion of women’s education. The 
Secondary Education Commission was preceded by Indian Education Commission, headed by D.S. Kothari. This commission is 
popularly known as Kothari Commission. Kothari Commission was tasked with the responsibility of dealing with all facets and 
segments of education and providing governments with the necessary recommendations to transform the National Education System. 
  On the recommendation of this commission the first national educational policy came in India in the year, 1968. The second national 
educational policy came in the year 1986 which was further revised in the year 1992. Now the Indian govt has come up with a third 
new education policy (NEP, 2020) to strengthen the Indian education system. The new education policy, 2020 replaced the thirty-four 
years old education policy to bring transformation and holistic development in education. 
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Comparative Analysis  
National Education Policy 1968 National Educational Policy 1986 (Revised 

in 1992) 
National Educational Policy 2020 

 1. Free and compulsory education for 
all children up to age 14 and those 
who enrolled should complete the 
prescribed course. 

  
 2. Focus on teacher’s emoluments 

which are following their 
qualifications and responsibilities. 

  
 3.Development of regional languages, 

adoption of three language formula for 
secondary education, promotion of 
Hindi, Sanskrit and English & other 
international languages.  

  
 4. To promote national integration and 

to equalisation of educational 
opportunity was given due importance. 
Girl’s education and education for 
physically challenged students were 
emphasized to bring social 
transformation. 

 1. This policy was introduced after the 42nd 
Constitution amendment of 1976. During 
this amendment, education was transferred 
from the state list to the concurrent list. 

  
 2. This policy focused on Early Childhood 

Care and Education (ECCE) through a 
child-centred approach (CCA), women’s 
empowerment and adult literacy. 

  
 3. Emphasis was placed on setting up 

autonomous colleges and universities, 
which was missing in the prior policies. 

  
 4. To exploit rural talent and to materialize 

the Gandhian ideology, the goal was to 
create rural universities in rural areas. 

  
 5.To achieve social milieu, scholarships & 

incentive schemes, residential schools and 
hostel facilities were created for SC, ST and 
girl students. 

 1. This policy follows on 5+3+3+4 
schooling structure and it focuses on 
strong Early Childhood Care & 
Education (ECCE) from the age of 3 
and aimed at facilitating overall 
learning, development & well-being of 
children. 

  
 2. To bring the gross enrolment ratio 

(GER) to 100% from preschool to 
secondary school by the year 2030 to 
ensure universal access to education at 
all levels. 

  
 3. To facilitate the education for socio-

economically disadvantaged groups 
(SEDGs) the expansion of the National 
Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) and 
State Institutions of Open Schooling 
(SIOS) will be done. 

 
National Education Policy 1968 National Educational Policy 1986 

(Revised in 1992) 
National Educational Policy 2020 

 5. A uniform, 10+2+3 pattern for education 
was adopted. Mathematics and science were 
an integral part of general education at the 
school stage. The main emphasis of 
education was to develop the agriculture and 
industrial sector.  
 

 6. To meet the varied educational 
needs of the country, accessible and 
distance learning was also advocated. 

  
 7.  The technical and management 

curriculum has been reorganized 
following the reforms taking place in 
the national socio-technical and 
management systems. 

  
 8. The policy was focused to bring 

radical changes in education through 
the introduction of media & 
information technology in education. 

 9. Several govt. schemes like Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Mid -Day 
Meal Scheme (MDS), Navodaya 
Vidyalaya (NVs), Kendriya Vidyalaya 
(KVs) were started under this national 
education policy. 

  
 10. The institutions of national 

importance like UGG, AICTE, ICMR, 
NCERT, and NIEPA etc. should be 
strengthened and making them reshape 
the national education system and 
establishing a functional and 
professional linkage between these 

 4. The curriculum will be restructured 
and its contents will be reduced. It will 
be multi-stream and there will be 
flexibility to choose subjects across 
streams. It will be made more 
professional, practical and experimental 
in nature for the holistic development of 
students.  

  
 5. Three language policy will persist with 

the choice for the local language teaching 
medium until class 8. Students will know 
the vividness of Indian languages 
through the mission “Ek Bharat Sreshta 
Bharat”. The Sanskrit language will be 
taught at all levels, including as an option 
given in the three-language system. 
Other classical languages will be also 
taught as an option to keep the literature 
alive. 

  
 6. To know the culture of other nations 

foreign languages will be offered at the 
secondary level. 

  
 7. Board exams will be offered twice a 

year to assess the core competencies of 
students. 
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institutions to promote research and 
innovation in higher education through 
a process of integrated planning. 
 

 8. A national assessment centre, 
PARAKH (Performance Assessment, 
Review & Analysis of Knowledge for 
Holistic Development) will assess the 
learning and achievement of students 
through national achievement survey 
(NAS) and state achievement survey 
(SAS).  

 
National Education Policy 1968 National Educational Policy 1986 

(Revised in 1992) 
National Educational Policy 2020 

   9.The national testing agency will 
conduct entrance tests twice a year to 
get admission into higher education 
institutions. 

  
 10.The bachelor degree will be of three 

or four years and colleges will be given 
autonomy for the next 15 years to grant 
graded degrees to students. HEIs can 
offer different designs of master’s 
degree program as per the provisions of 
the new education policy. They may 
offer two years master’s degree with a 
second-year associated with research. 
They may offer a one-year master 
degree to those who have completed 
their one year of research in their 
bachelor degree program. 

  
 11. M.Phill has been scrapped in this 

new education policy, NEP 2020.  
  
 12. Multidisciplinary Education & 

Research Universities (MERU) will be 
established at par with the premier 
institutions to promote quality education 
with global standards. 

 
Challenges 

To overhaul the education system, India has established three national educational policies. The success of education 
initiatives is determined by the stakeholders involved. The government has taken numerous steps under the privileges of these 
policies, such as SSA, RMSA, RUSA, and so on. Despite these measures and changes, though, we have been unable to make a 
significant difference. In its draught, the national education policy recommends reorganising primary education, but it fails to address 
the question of students' learning abilities. According to the Pratham-Annual Status of Education survey from 2018, 73 per cent of 
students in class 8 are unable to read books above the second-grade level, and only 44 per cent can do simple arithmetic. The shortage 
of qualified teachers and the lack of the necessary number of teachers in schools are the main causes. In govt. schools most of the 
students do not have the minimum required facilities to ensure quality education. The schools are lacking in chairs, tables and sanitary 
facilities, especially for girls. In secondary education, the government has focused on skill education. Such schooling will cater to 
blue-collar work only and continue to deepen inequalities since these are at the bottom of the workplace ladder. Focus on skill 
preparation at such a young age will restrict social mobility and also limit the students to reach their full intrinsic value and potential.  
In 1964, the Kothari Commission recommended that 6% of GDP should be allocated to education but unfortunately, India never spent 
that recommended percentage of GDP on education. This has led to enter private players into education. The proliferation of private 
players and the lack of a fee cap can lead to education being inaccessible to all sections of society, especially the poor and 
marginalised. In terms of economic development and educational size, nations around the world make significantly more public 
investment (expenditure) than India. 
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Since states currently have various constraints and provisions, a "one size fits all" solution cannot be extended to all of them. 
Poor states face financial constraints, and they lack the necessary infrastructure to support digital education. During inclement 
weather, poor internet speed and accessibility are big issues in hilly areas. Instead of mushrooming institutions, the government should 
improve the established ones and get them up to par with the best. This has the potential to close the gap in educational quality. These 
issues must be addressed. To add uniformity to the educational system, they must work together. 

 
Limitation of the Study 

The current research is entirely focused on secondary information. Education policies have been briefly identified in this 
report. Furthermore, the third national educational policy's results are anticipated. The assessment necessitates a thorough 
investigation. 

 
Conclusion 

 It is concluded that the Indian government has formulated educational policies regularly to ensure that the Indian education 
system is of high quality and internationally recognised. The two previous national educational policies have helped to develop India's 
educational system, and the action plan for the third national educational policy is one of the platforms that will be used. The policy's 
results will be evaluated using the outcomes of the current national education policy's action plan. If this policy focuses on the root 
causes of the issues and difficulties it faces, it will be effective. 
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