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Abstract 
The Right to information act is known as RTI Act. It has a very important law that was enacted by the Indian Parliament.  It 

has been proved as a very powerful tool for people and social activists to fight against corruption and to have a better control upon 
officers of various government agencies and departments also to protect their legal and constitutional rights. The transparency of the 
public information has increased. The secrecy of various types of information from public authority has reduced largely and resulted 
in transparency and accountability for a better democracy. Right to Information means the freedom of people to have approach to 
government information. It implies that the citizens and non-governmental organizations should enjoy a reasonable free access to all 
files and documents pertaining to the governmental operations, decisions, and performance. In other words, it means openness and 
transparency in the functioning of government. This paper tries to highlight the basic guidelines of RTI act. The aim of this article is 
explained about the importance of Right to Information Act, Challenges and recent Amendments in Indian constitution and explain 
about the provisions about this Act. 

 
Keywords: Act, Right, Right to Information. 
 
Introduction: 

Right to Information is the human right of every human being. The transformation from governance to good governance is 
achievable, if there is the availability of increasing participation of people in governance and free access to information. By realizing 
this fact, the Indian parliament has passed the Right to information act, 2005 to make government, accountable, responsible, efficient, 
and transparent. An Act to arrange for setting out the practical regime of right to information for citizens to secure access to 
information under the control of public authorities, in order to improve transparency and accountability in the working of every public 
authority, the constitution of a Central Information Commission and State Information Commissions and for matters connected 
therewith or incidental thereto. The RTI means providing furnishing certain information to citizens who desire to have it, and 
transparency in the functioning of authorities is the basic ingredient of democracy.   

 
Objectives of the Act 
1. To empower the citizens. 
2. To promote transparency and accountability. 
3. To contain corruption and scandals. 
4. To enhance people’s participation in democratic process. 
 
Reasons for Adoption of Information Act 
 
The factors responsible for adoption of information act are as follows 
1. Corruption and scandals 
2. International pressure and activism 
3. Modernization and the information society 
 
Features of the Act 
1. Section 1(2): It extends to the whole of India except the State of Jammu and Kashmir. 
2.section- 2 (f): "Information" means any material in any form, including Records, Documents, Memos, e-mails, Opinions, Advices, 
Press releases, Circulars, Orders, Logbooks, Contracts, Reports, Papers, Samples, Models, Data material held in any electronic form 
and information relating to any private body which can be accessed by a Public Authority under any other law for the time being in 
force. 
 
3. Section- 2(j): "Right to Information" means the right to information accessible under this Act which is held by or under the control 
of any public authority and includes the right to: 
 
3.1. Inspection of work, documents, records; 
3.2. Taking notes, extracts or certified copies of documents or records; 
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3.3. Taking certified samples of material; 
3.4. Obtaining information in the form of diskettes, floppies, tapes, video cassettes or in any other electronic mode or through 
printouts where such information is stored in a computer or in any other device. 
1. Section 4 of the RTI Act requires suo motu disclosure of information by each public authority. However, such disclosures have 
remained less than satisfactory. 
2. Section 8 (1) mentions exemptions against furnishing information under RTI Act. 
3. Section 8 (2) provides for disclosure of information exempted under Official Secrets Act, 1923 if larger public  
    interest is served. 
4.The Act also provides for appointment of Information Commissioners at Central and State level. Public authorities have designated 
some of its officers as Public Information Officer. They are responsible to give information to a person who seeks information under 
the RTI Act. 
5.Time period: In normal course, information to an applicant is to be supplied within 30 days from the receipt of application by the 
public authority. 
5.1. If information sought concerns the life or liberty of a person, it shall be supplied within 48 hours. 
5.2. In case the application is sent through the Assistant Public Information Officer or it is sent to a wrong public authority, five days 
shall be added to the period of thirty days or 48 hours, as the case may be. 
 
Importance 
1.The RTI Act, 2005 did not create a new bureaucracy for implementing the law. Instead, it tasked and mandated officials in every 
office to change their attitude and duty from one of secrecy to one of sharing and openness. 
1.1. It carefully and deliberately empowered the Information Commission to be the highest authority in the country with the mandate 
to order any office in the country to provide information as per the provisions of the Act. And it empowered the Commission to fine 
any official who did not follow the mandate. 
2.Right to information has been seen as the key to strengthening participatory democracy and ushering in people centred governance. 
3.Access to information can empower the poor and the weaker sections of society to demand and get information about public policies 
and actions, thereby leading to their welfare. It showed an early promise by exposing wrongdoings at high places, such as in the 
organisation of the Commonwealth Games, and the allocation of 2G spectrum and coal blocks. 
4.Right to information opens up government’s records to public scrutiny, thereby arming citizens with a vital tool to inform them 
about what the government does and how effectively, thus making the government more accountable. 
5.Improves decision making by public authority by removing unnecessary secrecy. 
 
Challenges 
1.Different types of information is sought which has no public interest and sometimes can be used to misuse the law and harass the 
public authorities. For example- 
1.1. Asking for desperate and voluminous information. 
1.2. To attain publicity by filing RTI 
1.3.RTI filed as vindictive tool to harass or pressurize the public authority 
2.Because of the illiteracy and unawareness among the majority of population in the country, the RTI cannot be exercised. 
3.Though RTI’s aim is not to create a grievance redressal mechanism, the notices from Information Commissions often spur the public 
authorities to redress grievances. 
 
Recent Amendments 
1.The RTI amendment Bill 2013 removes political parties from the ambit of the definition of public authorities and hence from the 
purview of the RTI Act. 
2.The draft provision 2017 which provides for closure of case in case of death of applicant can lead to more attacks on the lives of 
whistleblowers. 
3.The proposed RTI Amendment Act 2018 is aimed at giving the Centre the power to fix the tenures and salaries of state and central 
information commissioners, which are statutorily protected under the RTI Act. The move will dilute the autonomy and independence 
of CIC. 
4.The Act proposes to replace the fixed 5-year tenure to as much prescribed by government. 
 
Conclusion 

In a fundamental sense, therefore the Right to Information Act, if used and implemented prudently, has the potential to 
unleash good governance system more responsive to community needs, and this is the basic premise of democracy. Thus, it can be 
rightly mentioned that Right to Information act is an agent of good governance. It makes administration more accountable to the 
people. It makes people aware of administration and gives them an opportunity to take part in decision making process. 



 

 

 
 

 

ISSN:2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR :6.514(2021); IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journal: VOLUME:10, ISSUE:3(4), March:2021 

Online Copy Available: www.ijmer.in 

 

 
55 

 

References 
1.Singh (2010), “Promoting e-Governance through Right to Information: A Case-study of India” PP:4-5 
2. Singh (2011), The Challenge of Good Governance in India: Need for Innovative Approaches Balmiki Prasad. PP: 1-5 
http://www.innovations.harvard.edu/cache/documents/1034/103 461.pdf  
3. Rani, RK, ―Right to Information act, 2005: objectives, challenges and suggestions. 
4. http://www.ijhssi.org/papers/v2(3)/version-1/B231122.pdf 
 
 
 
 



Filename: 10 
Directory: C:\Users\DELL\Documents 
Template: C:\Users\DELL\AppData\Roaming\Microsoft\Templates\Normal.dotm 
Title:  
Subject:  
Author: Windows User 
Keywords:  
Comments:  
Creation Date: 12/21/2020 11:11:00 AM 
Change Number: 18 
Last Saved On: 3/21/2021 9:17:00 PM 
Last Saved By: Murali Korada 
Total Editing Time: 78 Minutes 
Last Printed On: 4/8/2021 7:08:00 PM 
As of Last Complete Printing 
 Number of Pages: 3 
 Number of Words: 1,308 (approx.) 
 Number of Characters: 7,461 (approx.) 

 


