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Introduction 

The traditional notion of women and their part in Islamic cultures is being challenged not only by radical feminism but also 
based on modernity. The world is getting old, and all customs, traditions, and religious philosophies are indifferent to natural justice; 
equity and good conscience are forbidden. The international community is very sensitive to all matters associated with women's 
human rights. It is well known that in some societies, men subject women to slavish and atavistic control. Women are sometimes 
deprived of the inalienability to accept fundamental human rights through the force of tradition and religion's legitimacy. Discussions 
about Islam and women can be anxious about the dangers of exaggeration and simplicity. The purpose of this study is not to project 
Islam as the worst human rights violation. Instead, we aim to conduct a comprehensive analysis using essential scientific tools to 
address Islam's strengths and weaknesses in women's treatment. In many cultures around the world, women are victims of socio-
cultural oppression. In their struggle for women's freedom, women claim that women's status in modern society cannot be attributed to 
natural or biological factors. Feminists believe that women are not inferior to men and that disgusting feminine status can be attributed 
to social attitudes and perceptions.1 Feminism will want to see women free, respected, and fully recognized in the socio-political 
dimension. Feminism is advocacy for autonomy and self-realization of women in a male-dominated society. 

 
Women in pre-Islamic Arab countries live in misery and are victims of discrimination, hatred of humanity and social 

deprivation. In Islamic history, the period before the appearance of the Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.) was called the period of Jahiliya, 
which was interpreted as an era of ignorance. The pre-Islamic Arabs used to bury their children. It is an acceptable cultural tradition 
for naked women to dance near the Kaaba during the annual festival. One type of marriage in pre-Islamic Arab countries is through 
the detention of women who are detained and forced to marry without parental consent. The Prophet Muhammad's (S.A.W.) social 
reforms stopped this abhorrent crime. Islam has done more to improve the status of women than any other religion in the world.2 
 
Pre-Islamic Period 

In the pre-Islamic Arabia, women were severely abused. They have to go through the extreme humiliation. Their rights are 
severely restricted. Take a look at some examples: 
1. Women are not given a share in inheritance by parents or partners. 
2. Men can marry many women if they want. There are no rules regarding this. 
3. They are considered objects. A woman’s ancestors have the right to choose her beliefs. As proof, if the spouse dies without 

paying the liability, the moneylender will have the deceased wife as compensation. 
4. Women are not allowed to choose their partners, or getting women's consent for a marriage proposal was out of the question. Her 

owner could hand her over to anybody he wanted to please. 
5. Most fathers are shocked by the birth of a girl child. They considered it a bad sign. They felt humiliated and unfortunate. The 

Qur'an explains their response in the following lines: 
“And when the birth of a girl is announced to any of them, his face darkens and he is filled with gloom. And in his 
shame, he hides himself away from his people because of the bad news he has been given. Should he keep her and 
feel disgraced or bury her in the dust? How will they judge”. (Al-Nahl 58-59) The father even killed his daughter to 
show their anger and hatred. As evidence, the Quran says: 

“And when the female infant buried alive is asked for what sin she was killed?” (Al-Takwir 8-9)  
6. Women suffer from unimaginable cruelty and they are unable to eat certain foods. 

These are just a few examples of the atrocities and injustices that have focused on women. The second Caliph Umar ibn al-
Khattab, spoke of pre-Islamic Arab ignorance regarding the rights of women in the following lines: 
 

"By Almighty Allah, we did not think women had anything until Allah revealed to them what He revealed in the 
Qur'an and gave them what He distributed..." (Bukhari #4629 & Muslim #31) 

 
A similar scenario exists in Hindu culture. Again, women are considered useless and material goods; for example, they are 

given by the loser as a reward to the game competition winner. The relationship between husband and wife is like a slave and master 
relationship, and if the husband dies accidentally, the wife is sacrificed with him as a symbol of fidelity. Eventually, they were also 
abused in religious services, sometimes offered as objects to be sacrificed to please or give to a priest as a prostitute.3 
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The treatment that women receive in Chinese culture is nothing more disgusting than pre-Islamic Arabic or Hindu culture. 
For the Chinese, a male child's birth is a beautiful gift from God, while girls are a good shame. Women are so despised that they are 
forced to do the most shameful things in society. There were many more scary customs that girls had to tolerate. Unfortunately, 
women were severely abused in Greek culture. They were hated and thought to be examples of evil. Again, they have no part in the 
inheritance. They are deprived of the right to education. The men alone adore the right to Divorce. Society lacks a system to safeguard 
women and their ownership. They are again reduced to material goods without emotion and free will. Women also have to endure the 
cruelty and aggravation of men. In ancient Rome, women had no rights and respect. Men dominate society. Besides, men had the 
power to severely punish her, sell her, or even send her into exile. Also, the husband has the right to avenge his wife with the death 
penalty in certain crimes. And in Jewish society, women were treated without pride and esteem. She is just an object that belongs to a 
male ancestor, whether father or husband. In the case of sons, the daughter’s right to inheritance is denied. Women were considered 
weaklings who could not take care of themselves.4 

 

Status of Women in Islam 

According to the Holy Qur'an, women received and recognized their unequal rights in the 7th century and became the 
representatives of Allah (SWT) on earth next to men. Various roles and responsibilities are assigned to women according to their roles 
as mother, daughters and wives in family institutions and as members of state and the society. Accordingly, the position of women 
discussed in this article will be discussed based on their roles in the family as a mother, wife, sister and a daughter. 
 
Woman as a Wife 

The well-being of women begins before marriage in terms of finding the right companion. The Prophet (S.A.W.) said; “If the 
plaintiff has faith and your favourite deeds come to you, marry him to your daughter. If you do not, there will be misery on earth and 
total corruption”.Allah (SWT) gives women some superior qualities that men cannot acquire, like pregnancy, childbirth, breastfeeding 
etc. Every man on earth descended from the womb, except the Prophet Adam, who was the first man and was created by Allah (SWT) 
Himself, and the word woman seems to be created by the alphabet code "w" and "o" before the word "man". Only love, understanding 
and admiration between wife and husband will bring peace to the family. The person with weaknesses accepted by you may be much 
better than you before the Creator, or you can get results through your tolerance defined as "If you do not like him, you may not like 
something and Allah (SWT) leads to very good things” (Al-Nisa 4:19). The advice is for the husband that they should try to 
understand and pardon his wife, even if she has weaknesses.  
 
As a Mother 

Islam emphasizes respect for parents and respect and honours them. It is recommended: 
"Be kind to parents" and especially remind the mother "in grief after the grief his mother gave birth to him and a few years 
later Ten is weaning him"(Qur’an 31:14, 46:15). The Prophet said, "Heaven is near to your mother" (An-Nasa) and leads us 
to be obedient and kind to the mother. (Sahih-Al-Bukhari Vol 8, No 6, 9) Replying to a question from one of his partners, who 
deserves, my respect the most? The Prophet (S.A.W.) said "your mother" and repeated thrice, then said "your father.” (At-
tirmidhi, vol-4, chapt 1: 1897)From this it is clear that the Islam gives move importance to a "mothers" rather than "fathers". 
 
As Sisters and Daughter 

The Qur'an reveals to the Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.) that darkness of ignorance pervades the Arabian Peninsula. Women 
were considered trash, sexual objects, or animals at that time, sons were chosen over daughters, and they were buried alive. 
Concerning girls, female infanticides banned by the Prophet (S.A.W.) who says, "Allah forbids you to bury your daughter alive." 
(Sahih-Al-Bukhari Vol. 8, No. 6)Towards women, all these attitudes and practices were banned by the Prophet (S.A.W.), by 
reminding them repeatedly about the punishments of life hereafter. 

 
 Meanwhile, rewards for healing good daughters are promised. The Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.) said, "Whoever is 
responsible for these daughters and treats them kindly, then they will be a shield to protect her from the fire (hell)." (Al-
Bukhari Vol. 8, No. 24) 
 

“Whoever has three daughters or three sisters or two sisters or two daughters and he keeps pleasant behaviour with 
them and fears Allah (SWT) for them then heaven is for him.” (At-tirmidhi-vol 4,chapter 13:1916) 
 
Rights of Women in Islam 

The Holy Qur'an makes it clear that "women have the same rights as men." (Al-Baqarah, 228)The Prophet Muhammad 
(S.A.W.) in his last epistle emphasized this idea with "You have rights over your wives, and they have authority over you."and 
"The best ones are those who are best for their wives."(Ibn-Hanbal No.7396)The Prophet (S.A.W.) enhanced the role and position 
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of women. His main principle is to strengthen respect for women first. Thus, the gap between Islamic philosophy and Muslim practice 
must be filled, and the women demands equal rights in education, economy, marriage, profession and the politics. 
 
Women and their Dignity in Marriage and Divorce 

Islam encourages marriage and the significance of building a family, saying that "marriage is half the faith (Imaan).” (At-
tirmidhi)The family, as a social institution, is a necessary place for the reproduction and care of the next generation, as well as a place 
for providing financial, social and emotional security to its members. One should get married if they are responsible "because it 
protects the eyes from evil performances and protects people from immorality. But those people who should not fast because it 
is a means of controlling sexual desire”. (Al-Muslim, Book 8, No. 3231) It is sensible to conclude that sex or viciousness against 
women is associated with unrestrained needs and false sense of morality. 
 

For marriage, forced marriage is not allowed in Islam and women have the right to choose a partner. The Prophet Muhammad 
(S.A.W.) repeatedly advised that the former consent of a woman whose hands were proposed for marriage was a basic condition 
without marriage, which according to Shari'ah occurs or is considered to be valid.Necessary guidelines for Islamic marriage are the 
request for acceptance and dowry (Mehar) that women will obtain from their husbands, and it is clear that those laws were in favour of 
women. Moreover, no one has a higher status than others in married life and equally answerable for their part. This is a mutual 
agreement between, men and women so that they can find love, compassion and peace, as stated, "You can live in peace with them 
and put love and compassion between them." (Al-Rum 21),"They are your clothes and you are their clothes" (Al-Baqarah 187). 
Divorce, on the other hand, is allowed as a last option if it is not possible to continue a marriage and usually it is prohibited in Islam. 
Therefore, divorce will not be grounded on a quick decision, and in favour of a woman, there is a three-month waiting period before 
divorce.They can reunite during this time, but remind them, “Do not take them for granted or harm them, and if they do, they are 
hurting their own souls”. (Al-Baqarah 231) And even if divorce "to divide them with kindness" (Al-Baqarah 229).Divorce is 
allowed only if necessary, but one must build based on the law. Divorce without a good reason is a certain damage that is not 
acceptable under Shariah. Muslim women have the right to seek separation with good cause, which must be taken to court. Regarding 
the issue of divorce, CEDAC (Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women) states that in Malaysia, Muslim 
women have an unequal opportunity in a failed marriage. Women face more barriers in relation to the need for evidence and 
postponements in exercising their right to divorce than men. In addition, when men practice talaq contrary to the law, methods of 
divorce offered to women are considered biased. Although Islam is a perfect religion, some Muslims change their reputation through 
their immorality. There are still improvements for treating women in relation to their divorce rights. 
 
In Education and Profession 

The pursuit of knowledge is essential for every Muslim person and there is no limitation for Muslim women who hold the 
right to education or choose their means. Because women are also accountable for their actions to the Creator, for them education and 
the pursuit of knowledge are just as essential as men. As family members, women have the right to be protected from hell by being 
educated to live responsible lives. The earliest revelations of the Qur'an began asking people to read (Iqra) and women were also 
accountable for finding knowledge from the cradle to the grave like men.5 

 
The Status of Women in the ContemporaryMuslim World 

Women have been actively involved in building the so-called Islamic civilization. But the empowerment of the Qur'an with 
women has very little to do with the actual situation of women in many modern Islamic societies. Most modern Muslim women are 
overlooked and severely affected by political unrest, poverty, injustice, corruption and other social ills that are common in their 
society. The Muslim world today, is experiencing period of political, economic and social change. It has been badly shaken by 
massive bloodshed, political unrest, poverty and economic depression, especially since the outbreak of the Arab Spring in October 
2010 and beyond. For decades, citizens of the state, both men and women, for many years, have suffered from cycles of hatred, 
economic and political exploitation, poverty, and social atrocities. Most countries are ruled by monarchies that do not meet the needs 
and capabilities of their people or create an atmosphere of trust, admiration, and loyalty between political elites and the people. In the 
last two decades or so, the legitimacy of the ruling family to represent the entire population has become a major issue in many Muslim 
countries. Overall, the post-colonial governments in the MENA region failed to ensure the well-being and security of their people. 
Poverty, malnutrition and lack of health security are also major problems in North Africa and the Middle East.6 

 
Conclusions 

For all the reasons given above, Muslim women and Muslim men have equal rights and status even though they have 
different responsibilities and opportunities. The Almighty Allah had created both Men and women from the same source, so they are 
both responsible for their activities. Women in the family are highly appreciated for their part as mothers, daughters, wives and 
siblings, and rewards and penalties are given for their conduct. Islam gives women full rights to education, economics, politics, 
religious practice, and secondary choices. In addition, they have the right to choose their companion, request for separation, custody of 
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child and their financial assistance. In relation to polygamy, two situations are provided that make it problematic for men to practice. 
Islam encourages marrying "only one”, but permitted polygamy with the deviation actually protects women from illegal marriages, 
sexual objects and sexually transmitted diseases. The human rights movement for women was only started in Western countries during 
18th century and was more actively worked in the 19th century. Islam is a religion that benefits and empowers women.Muslim women 
gained their rights and liberties more than 1,400 years ago with the advent of Islam. It is no wonder that Islam does not go backwards 
and does not oppress women. "No other book of religion and no other reformer has done one-tenth of what the Qur'an or the Prophet 
Muhammad did to enhance the status of women." (Maulana MuhammadAli) Women need to regain their pre-existing rights without 
overdoing themselves or ignoring their role as caregivers and family supporters. Although women's rights are explicitly stated in 
Islam, the huge differences between theory and practice pose many difficulties. Islam makes the search for education mandatory. 
Though, in many Islamic societies, girls are not allowed to pursue higher education. Perhaps, some Muslim families are very Western, 
as their wives consider domestic work and child sitting to be small and insignificant. In both cases, due to lack of information or social 
education, Muslim society faces difficulties with women who are progressively vulnerable to these problems.Islam in the 
contemporary world, therefore, requires a revival of the leading position of women, both in theory and in practice. 
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