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Abstract 

21st century is an era of technology and Globalization, Where India is Touted as a global power in economic growth as a part 
of BRICS. Ironically, at the same time outcry of the women bringing atrocities in the society. This chapter reflects the plight of the 
Dalit women in India who are embarked by the class, ethnicity, wealth and politics. Since years women is an embodiment of feeble 
and suppressed entity. This chapter intends to decipher the stark realities of Dalit Women, it traces the struggles and reasons for 
burgeoning discrimination and sexual assault in Dalit community. 

Moreover, this article identifies the probable reasons for increasing such a heinous crime against Dalit women as well as 
some resolution to take out Dalit women from this subjugation and visualize some of the positive approach. 
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Introduction  

Where tradition dries up women like a decadent tree, where they have to spend their whole life, 
    Where they have to live under the black shadow else. 
     In such country women are still slaves. 
        It is a crime to be born a woman, it is a crime to be born a woman. 

 (Hina Bhansode) 
 

These are the lines are extracted from the poem “Slaves” written by Marathi Dalit poet Hina Bhansode. 
 

Competently recapitulates the plight of the Dalit women in India. The poem was written two decades ago, but the 
predicament still stands true in the present milieu and retaliate the suppression and exploitation faced by Dalit women in India. India is 
reported as a place of having maximum crimes.  
 

 Casteism has been imbibed in the Indian Civilization from the very early days. The early Indian society was divided in India 
that inevitably brought racial prejudices. Out of all casts Brahmins were the highest and the Shudras were intended to serve the three 
hierarchies, i.e Brahmins, Kshatriyas and Vaishyas. Vaishyas were treated badly and remain the “untouchables” in society and 
received the title of Scheduled Castes in the Indian constitution. Lots of efforts had been made consecutively by Mahatma Gandhi and 
Dr. Ambedkar to upheaval their social status. Gandhiji tried to buoy education of the schedule class category. They were also called as 
Dalits. In the history Dalits are the most oppressed group who are being living in subjugation under the high-classes. So, they have 
been a marginalized, downtrodden and subaltern group from centuries.(Shodhganga : A Reservoir of Indian Theses @ INFLIBNET) 

 
Alienation is a complex phenomenon in the world and a critical concern of national and international communities. Its 

extensive occurrence is a consequence of several interconnected factors in socio-economic development which gain significance in the 
era of globalization. Factor like ethnicity, Classism is everywhere in the world. Repressed class movement started by the motivation of 
prominent Dalit leaders. It brought a new momentum in their life and give rise to the Dalit Literature. Denunciation and revolt have 
been birthed from the womb of Dalits’ pain. Since long they are struggling for their identity which has reached to the brutality in the 
so-called technology enabled paradigm.(Paik) 

 
Socio- economic Status of Dalit women in India 

In modern India educational, social, and economical status of Dalit women is overwhelming. Around every day ten women 
encounters suppression, struggle and torture Dalit and leads a miserable life. The destitutions of Dalit women are not merely due to 
poverty or poor economic status, but it’s a severe Subjugation by the upper class. However, there are numerous Dalit women who are 
aware about the harsh realities of the life and despite of all these atrocities they strive hard to uplift the society. In this context Heena 
Bhansode a Marathi Dalit Poet reflected the working-class Dalit women in her poem’s ‘slave’. Here the protagonist experienced 
double marginalization. Her poetry carries themes of alienation, freedom from all kinds of bondage and subjugation, estrangement, 
search of identity and dignity both as a Dalit and as a woman. She often blended ancient myths of women who underwent 
discrimination with contemporary situations of the Dalit women. (Hira Bansode Poem - Google Search) 
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In India religion ad tradition have never offered equality to women. They were always Alienated, marginalized and made 
second class beings in the name of customs and purity. Dalit Women have been used and abused and portrayed as trouble makers. 
Women had to take charge for the faults and diffidence of men. The chastity of a wife is a protective tool to protect her husband’s life 
in battles and other dangerous voyages.  
 

According to the survey of National Commission for approximately 75% of the Dalit girls left studies in primary school in 
spite of the strict rules of the Government of India, which hold reservations for Dalit children.  Whereas, these girls are very keen 
towards education but dropout the education due to escape from the humiliation, sexual assault, bullying by classmates. attendants and 
teachers. (Mahey) 

 
Dalit women’s life is full of atrocities, thousands of cases reported daily in newspapers, magazines, Journals. Most of the 

cases are of young age Dalit girls who works to earn money. They have been exploited sexually assaulted from the school to their 
workplace by upper class people. Hence, these Dalit girls feel marginalized and never dare to opt higher education. 

 
In India within these five years thousands of rape cases registered, some of the cases would raise the boos bumps. Following 

cases retaliate and shaken the entire world and no one forgave the brutality of the culprits. 
a. Two brutal gang rape in Uttar Pradesh’s Hathras and Balrampur drag everyone’s sympathy.  
b. A 20-year-old Dalit girl was a gang-raped by four upper caste men on 14 September in Hathras. The girl was died due to the 

severe injuries sustained during the alleged assault. Interestingly, the administration forcibly cremated girls body midnight. 
c. Another case is of Balarampur, a 22-year-old Dalitwoman who dies died after having been allegedly gang-raped by two men. 
d. On 14 August, a 13-year-old Dalit girl was allegedly gang raped and strangled in the district. The teenager had gone to her fields 

in the afternoon and her body was found near a sugarcane field by her parents and relatives. The father alleged that the girl’s eyes 
were gouged out and her tongue was cut, but the police denied the claims. Two accused were arrested under sections 302 
(murder) and 376 (d) (gang rape) of the Indian Penal Code. 

e. Unnao case where a 17-year-old girl was allegedly raped. she lodged complaint against rapist but no action was taken place by 
police, as a result the culprits set her on fire.  

f. This is an incident of Gorakhpur where 17-year-old girl was allegedly gang raped by two men before being burnt by cigarette 
butts about 300 kms away from Gorakhpur 

g. A brutal case of Uttar Pradesh’s Maharajganj district., Where 12 years girl raped and murdered, the body of the girl, who was 
missing for two days, was recovered from a dense forest.   

h. Another inhumane incident took place in UP’s Bhadohi district. Again, a teenager was allegedly abducted, raped and killed. This 
incident shook the mind of the person as her body was burnt with acid to hide her identity. However, the police rejected all the 
claims and declared that the girl died due to sinking. 
Above cases are the bleak glimpse of Gruesome act of rape and murder. These massacres, however, are only few instances among 
thousands of others which the Dalit community has underwent. In most of these instances, it can be seen how Dalit women face 
the maximum punishment, and that oppressed leads to death. (Ghatak) 
 

Reasons for sexual assault of Dalit women  
After doing case studies it has been observed that there are some prevalent reasons of this kind of atrocities towards Dalit 

Women. 
1. Dalit women are considered as servitude. 
2. Dalit Women are dominated to create contour of the class. 
3. Involved in manual labor. 
4. They are supposed to be the weakest of the weak. 
5. Most of the women lead secluded life. 
6. Impunity on Violence. 
7. Marrying Dalit with upper class is treated as sacrilege. 
8. To impose assertation of domination. 
9. Endogamy and objectification of women. 
10. Illiterate husbands lead to exploitation  
11. Men don’t want women to be economically independent 
12. Disregarding the custom and stepping out which is not tolerable in this patriarchal society. 
13. Entrenching idea that women are a property of men. 
14. Raped as an award of punishment. 
15. Women trafficking is a source of income for men 
16. Lack of impunity for the culprit. 
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17. Negligence of administration. 
18. Lacking in strict law enforcement.  
19. Prevalent dominant class leverage. 
 
 Conclusion  

India has a bandwagon of various casts and cultures, every culture life with harmony. But still the sexual crimes are 
burgeoning at alarming rate. Government should impose strict admonition to stop atrocities against women. Women status can be 
uplifted with few of the measures.  

 
First and foremost, Education for both the genders are required, moreover women should be aware about laws that was 

drafted   against perpetrators of violence against women. Girls should not hesitate to address sexual harassment in schools or any other 
places. Raise your voice against exploitation at the same time strive for equality. Power training (Karate)or self-protection tricks 
should be given to the girls so that they will defend themselves. Boys should be engrossed in the jobs so that they cannot even think 
about doing such heinous crime. (“The Human Rights Crisis in Kashmir”). Boys should be counseled from the childhood to respect 
everyone. Some ethical and moral values should be taught to the youngsters so that their energy would not be wasted. Eradication of 
casteism will definitely change the mindset of Indian people. All the above recommendation will transform the status of Dalit 
feminism in post-colonial India.  
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