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Abstract: Education is considered as most effective tool for social change and social reforms. Impact of education can break down the 
narrow roots of superstitions, backwardness, social evils, underdevelopment etc. It’s a fundamental element of social progress and 
social development. Education approved behaviour, fulfils the human needs of society, bring change on social relationships. But it has 
been noticeable that number of Mishing women in participation higher as well as medium level education is very low. The reason 
behind that condition is economic condition, unwillingness to further study etc. Proper literacy and modern education among Mishing 
women aim at giving them better knowledge for their status, development. So, the scenarios of education amongst tribal women are 
most backward and needed to examine. So, this study may help to find out issues and challenges of education among tribal women in 
general and Mishing women in Particular. 
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Introduction: Education is a major social institution that constitutes society. It is almost impossible to imagine any society without 
education. Education approves behaviour, fulfils the human needs of society, bring change on social relationships. Vivekananda 
defines Education means realization of self through self-faith and self realisation (Sarma, 2013). Gandhiji states that Education is the 
one of strong elements to eradicating social evils of insecurity among cities and villages. It has decayed the unnatural decision 
between “haves” and have-nots” (Sarma, 2013). 
 

Women are representing almost half of the India’s population. Vivekananda treated women are the strongest agents of social 
change (Sarma, 2013). Social change can be occurred through the upliftment of women folk. Karl Marx states that Social change is 
dynamics in nature and in this process emancipation of women is a necessity thing to change human society everywhere (Sarma, 
2013). 
It has been noticeable that number of Mishing women in participation higher as well as medium level education is very low. So, the 
scenarios of education amongst tribal women are most backward and needed to examine. So, this study may help to find out issues and 
challenges of education among tribal women in general and Mishing women in Particular. 
 
Field and methodology: The entire district ofLakhimpur district has large number of tribal populations. But most of the tribal 
population are illiterate, embraces traditional belief and practise and changes are rarely taken in place. So, it is by keeping this in view 
that this district is selected for conducting this study.  The researcher was collecting data from both of the sources i.e., primary and 
secondary. The scientific study is based on primary data, which was collected from 30 married women of mishing society. For sample 
selection, simple Radom sampling was applied. 
 
Discussion 

Table no 1.- Respondent attitude toward their girl children education 
 Education is necessary for girl children 

No % 
Yes 21 70 
No 9 30 
If yes, then why  
 No % 
Self-reliant 14 47 
Get equal status 12 

 
40 

Get perfect life partner 8 
 

27 
Better family planning 13 

 
40 

Educated their child 21 
 

70 
Income generates 18 60 
Decision making ability 14 47 

Source: primary data 
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Table 1: indicates that 21(70%) respondents said that education is necessary. Out of them 14(47%) respondents said that  education is 
necessary for self-reliant, 12(40%) respondent that education is important to get equal status,  8(27%) respondent said that education is 
necessary to get perfect life partner, 13(40%) respondent think that education is necessary for better family planning, out of them 
18(60%) respondent think that it is necessary for enhancing their child’s education and 14(47%) respondents think that for better 
decision making ability education is necessary for the women. 
 

Table 2 - Hindrance to access education 
Hindrance Respondents No. Percentage 
Economic condition 26 87 
Early marriage 19 64 
Lack of communication 16 53 
Lack of education facilities 14 47 
Low of health status 12 40 
Lack of interest by parents 08 27 
Lack of interest of child 12 40 
Language problem 06 20 
Failure in class 11 39 
Burden of Household 
activities 

22 73 

 Source: primary data 
 
Table.2 shows that 26(87%) respondent faces low economic status as a burden for educational achievement, 19(64%) respondents 
opined that early marriage had created problem for educational achievement. 16(53%) respondents think that lack of communication 
facilities is the burden for educational advancement. For 14(47%) respondents lack of educational facilities is the main issues faced by 
mishing girls at school as well as household. 12(40%) of respondents faced health issues hence they did not go for educational 
institute. 08(27%) and 12 (40%) respondents think that lack of interest by parents and lack of interest by children both are the main 
reason of educational disadvantage as well. For 06(20%) respondents language problem is the major barrier for educational 
achievement. 11(39%) respondents think failure in same class is another important issue to achieve educational advancement. In 
Mishing area, 22(73%) respondents said that burden of household activities is the main educational challenges faced by them. 
 

Table no 3: Educational facilities available in schools 
Facilities 

 
Respondents perception toward available educational 
facilities 

 
  Total No. percentage 

 
Mid-day meal 
 

 

Yes 21 
 

70 
No 9 30 

 
Blackboard 

 

Yes 14 47% 
No 16 53% 

Drinking Water 
 

Yes 15 50% 
No 15 50% 

Toilet for girls Yes 12 40% 
No 18 60% 

Electricity Yes 13 43% 
No 17 57% 

Girls common 
room 

Yes 07 37% 
No 23 73% 

Library 
 

 

Yes 12 40% 
No 18 60% 

Source: primary data 
 

 



 

  

  
 

INTERNATIONALJOURNALOF MULTIDISCIPLINARYEDUCATIONALRESEARCH 

ISSN:2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR :6.514(2020); IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journal: VOLUME:10, ISSUE:2(5), February:2021 

Online Copy Available: www.ijmer.in 

 

 
234 

 

Table.3 shows that, 16(53%) respondents said that there is mid-day meal facilities in school, only 14(47%) respondent said that there 
blackboard facilities, 15(50%) said that drinking water facilities are available at school, only 12(40%) said that girls toilet is available 
at school, 13(43%) respondents said electricity facilities at school, 07(37%) respondents said that in school there were girls common 
room facilities. 12(40%) respondents said that in school there were library facilities. 
 
Findings 
1. 70% of respondents were favoured of girls’ education and they thought that education helps to generate income it can be remove 
economic hardship as well. 
2. 70% of respondent prefers to go for govt school and 80% of respondents said that they got mid-day meal facilities. Other govt 
provided facilities were not received by them. In fact, 40% respondents were not aware of another govt. Scheme. At time same time 
facilities like blackboard, drinking water, separated toilet for girls are also major missing at the schools. 
3. Agriculture is the main occupation is that area.87% of respondent said that economic hardship was the major burden for educational 
achievement.  Due to economic hardship parent did not and in fact could not support education of their children. 
 
Major problem of education backwardness 

The primary data shows that though Indian govt take efforts, tribal people still lack behind in education. Reason of 
educational constraints are given below 
1. Socio-economic reason: Kolstand and Owins(Tilak,1986) said that school dropout rate goes higher from families of low socio-
economic status. In Lakhimpur 73% of respondent willing to send their children to the school but economic reason stand as constraint 
for them. Poverty and dependence on agriculture created problem to educational attainment. 
2. Communication problem: tribal village are located in remoteness and scattered area. Children of mishing society have to travel long 
distance to attend schools. During rainy season roads are submerged with flood, hence it becomes very difficult for them to attend the 
school. Sometimes it was contributed to low literacy rate and high dropout rate in those backward areas. 
3. Early marriage: The early marriage is the most prevalent custom in rural areas, which is also considered as bar to women’s 
educational achievement. In Lakhimpur district 64% respondents express that they suffered early marriage is the major issues for 
educational backwardness. 
4. Lack of infrastructure and educational aids at school: Infrastructure facilities in schools have significant influence on enrolment and 
drop out (Tilak, 1986). Facilities like playground, blackboard, boundary wall, library, drinking water, and toilet are the important 
components which should be present in school. In Mishing area, especially in Lakhimpur there 63% respondent said that they do not 
have this kind of facilities, which can be barrier of educational backwardness. 
 
Conclusion 

Students from the lower socio-economic are more likely to leave school before completing their course. (Chinyoke 2014, 
Rumberger: 1983, Jermy;1989). The researcher found that people of Lakhimpur district used to live in isolated area and poor socio-
economic condition.  During flood season, condition of road, school becomes worst and multi problems faced by the people out there. 
Poor infrastructure facilities, remoteness of village, poverty were resulted in lack of education attainment. Government and other 
community development NGOs should think the matter seriously and take steps to remove those obstacles. 
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