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Abstract 

In this paper emphasizes on Paulo Freire Life Philosophy, ideas about critical pedagogy of Freire, some of the key tenets of 
Paulo Freire’s pedagogical vision of education for peace, social justice and democracy. His contribution analyse how to be with the 
people so that they can develop the way of thinking. According to Freire, education is the cultural action for freedom, an act of 
knowing and not the act of memorization. He also said that education is the practice of liberation because it frees the educator from 
slavery of silence. 
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Objectives of this study 
 To study the ideas of education by Paulo Freire. 
 To study of critical pedagogy by Paulo Freire. 

 
Introduction  

He was a famous philosopher and educational east of Brazil. Critical pedagogy is a philosophy of education and social 
movement that combines education with critical theory first described by Paulo Freire. Paulo freire was influenced by three major 
philosophical traditions in education. They are Anarchist tradition, Marxist-Socialist tradition and Freudian Left. They advocated the 
promotion of personal freedom and autonomy of the learner by removing education from state control. He was born on 19 September, 
1921 in a middle-class family. He worked as educationalist, reformer and consultant. By joining the labour party in the city of Freire 
Sao Paulo 1980-1988, he worked as an adult supervisor in literacy project and had an adult literacy mission. His most famous 
educational takes were the 'Pedagogy of the Oppressed' and 'cultural Action for Freedom'. Paulo Freire work has exercised 
considerable influenced among progressiveEducators all over the world; especially in the context of emerging traditionsOf critical 
pedagogy, issue-based earning, and social constructivism. Paulo Freire is neither an idealist, nor a realist or a mechanist. Freire denies 
the view that man is abstract, isolated, independent and unattached to the World. He also denies that the world exists as reality apart 
from men. In hisView consciousness and world are simultaneous. Consciousness neitherPrecedes the world as the idealist hold nor it 
follows the world as theMaterialist believe, Paulo’s position is near to the existentialists who giveMuch emphasis on existential man 
equipped with strong will power who canTransform the world his own efforts.“Man as subject in the world and with the world” 

 
Major works 
 Pedagogy of the oppressed. 
 Education for consciousness. 
 Pedagogy of process 
 Pedagogy of city. 
 Pedagogy of freedom. 
 Pedagogy of liberation. 
 The politics of education in culture, Power Ranger literacy. 
 Cultural action for freedom. 
 
Educational Philosophy of Paulo Freire  

According to Freire, education should not only deposit information for future used only. The developing consciousness 
understood to have the power to transform reality. He is concerned with conscientious was an important element of learning 
process.According to Freire, children should be aware about the abilities of their learning. 
 
According to Paulo Freire, concept of education maintains the following attitude and practices 
 The teacher disciplines and the students are disciplined. 
 The teacher teaches and the students are taught. 
 The teacher knowns everything and the students know nothing. 
 The teacher talks and the students listen the speak. 
 The teacher acts and the students have the illusion of acting through the action of the teacher. 
 The teacher chooses and enforces his choice, and the students comply. 
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 The teacher is the subject of the learning process, while the pupils are mere object. 
 

Aim of Education 
According to Freire, the function of education is to humanize individuals. Through conscious action for the purposes of 

transforming the world. In such a Process education cannot be neutral. It can either be an instrument of Domination or liberation. 
Educative processes domesticate people where. There exists a dominant culture of silence. In this culture people are taught to.Accept 
what is handed down to them by the ruling elite without questioning. Hence, their understanding of social reality is limited to what 
they taught andtold to accept and believe. 
 
Freire’s Educational Views 
 Education is a cultural tool for liberation from oppression. 
 Education is always a political act. 
 Education is a communion between participants in a dialogue. 
 Knowledge is not a set commodity 
 Learning begins with action 
 Students should not be viewed as an empty account 
 Education is a phenomenon in which educator and educate each other through the act of education 
 Education is a critical understanding of reality the method of education must starts from the life situation and reality of people 
 Educational practice is not an extension, but a communication. 
 
Role of Teacher and Learning Situation 
• Egalitarian Teacher- student relations: Freire’s pedagogy is the egalitarian, respectful relations between the teacher and learner. 
The teacher – student relationship is horizontal and democratic, flourishing in an atmosphere of mutual acceptance and trust. 
 
• Learning Circles: The learning circle is a non-hierarchal ‘class’ model where participants can discuss generative themes which have 
significance within thecontext of their lives. This involves creating a democratic space where every ones' voice has equal weight age. 
 
Education as the Practice of Freedom: 

Liberating education mutually created dialogue 
 
Pedagogy of the Oppressed 

The oppressed becomes liberated and begins to question every aspect of society. He argued for system of education that 
emphasizes learning as an act of culture and freedom. 
 
Critical Consciousness (Conscientization) 

A process by which the learner advances towards critical consciousness 
 
Banking concept of education according to Paulo Freire 

Education thus becomes an act of depositing, in which the student are the depositories and the teacher is the depositor. 
Instead of communicating, the teacher issue communiques and makes deposit which the students patiently received, memorizing and 
repeat. This is the 'Banking' concept of education, in who is the scope of action allowed to the students extends only as for as 
receiving, feeling and storing the deposits. Banking education is a term used by Paulo Freire to describe and criticize the traditional 
education system in his most influential book, “PEDAGOGY OF THE OPPRESSED.” Name of the concept refers to the metaphor of 
students as containers into which educators must put knowledge. Banking concept of education is an attack on contemporary 
education system. 
 
Praxis  

Praxis is a synthesis of reflection and action (theory and practice) in the learning process.  Praxis means the use of a theory in 
a practical way. Freire considered praxis (informed action) as the goal of problem- posing education.He defined praxis as reflection 
and action upon the world in order to transform it. It is a complex activity by which individuals create culture and society, and become 
critically conscious human beings. It involves development of critical consciousness combine with social action. 

 
Action + Reflection = Praxis 

 
Freire, believe that the goal of education should be freedom to speak, thing and at in an authentic way. His educational 

thoughts based on developing a dialectical perception of reality. 
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Paulo Freire’s Methodology 

The Basic steps of the methodology are:  
 
To See: the situation lived by the participants 

✓ Describe the situation shown in the Code 
✓ Define the problems in the situation 
✓ Make the link between the participants and the problems 

 
To Analyse: The situation, analysing the root causes (socio-economic, political, 
Cultural etc) – (Problem Tree) 
 
✓ Why did this happen? 
✓How is this perpetuated and or sustained? 
✓ What are the immediate effects and the root causes of these problems? 
 
To Act: To change the situation, following the precepts of social justice. 
✓ Short term action (next 3 days, 3 weeks, 3 months: affecting one of the problem Tree’s leaves 
✓ Long term action (next 3 months, 3 years: affecting one of the problem Trees’ source roots  
 
 
Critical Pedagogy of Paulo Freire’s 

Critical pedagogy is an educational approach for developing critical consciousness or critical awareness in the learner. 
Critical consciousness is ability to critically perceive the cause of social, political and economic oppression and to take action against 
the oppressive elements of society. Critical pedagogy enables student to question and challenge domination, the beliefs and practices 
that dominate. Critical pedagogy is defined as an education methodology that seeks to increase student awareness of the hidden 
curriculum’s inequalities and multiple form of oppression that exist in the society, and encourage them to take step towards creating a 
more democratic and equitable society. Critical pedagogy takes as a central concern the issue of power in the teaching and learning 
context. It focuses on how and in whose interests, knowledge is produced and ‘passed on’ and view the ideal aims of education as 
emancipator. It considers how education can provide individuals with the tools to better themselves and strengthen democracy, to 
create a more egalitarian and just society and thus to deploy education in a process of progressive social change. 
 
Basic tenets of critical pedagogy 
 Critical pedagogy is based on the presumption that all education is pedagogy. 
 It provides the learner with tools to better themselves and define the world. 
 Its approach is issue based or problem based. 
 It provides the learner with the tools to analyse critically how and on whose benefit theKnowledge is constructed. 
 Critical pedagogy transforms the learner from objects to subjects. 
 It aims to create a more egalitarian and just society. 
 It transforms the learner from the role of passive listener to active participants. 
 
 
Problem Posing Education (PPE) 

Problem-posing is an alternative method of education suggested by Paulo Freire instead of the existing authoritarian and 
oppressing banking education. It is based on the principal that a student learns better when he creates knowledge and when knowledge 
is created for him. On the other hand, in problem posing education, learning always begins from a problem thrown up in the 
classroom. 
 
Conclusion 
 Therefore, it sum up to an individual who looks at education as a means and also as an experience which is capable of 
offering new formative ideas as well as ideals in lives. Paulo Freire's concept of critical pedagogy draws from variety of contexts as 
part of the political project of changing human oppressions around the world. Freire's concept of critical pedagogues is directed from 
epistemological foundations. The other concepts of Freire that are highlighted in the conscientizing every learner with social liberation 
and not just with self-realization, interdisciplinary to develop de-skilling and re-skilled and thus to visualize education as a process of 
living and of just a preparation for future living. Freire’s pedagogy is essentially transformative learning as it fosters and develops 
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capacities that invite people to live more meaningfully. It helps the people to question their own assumptions, beliefs, feelings, and 
perspectives to reach a deeper and richer understanding of themselves and their world. 
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