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Introduction 

India, a democratic and secular nation is committed to thedevelopment and welfare of the tribals who form approximately 8.6 
percent of the total population. Accordingly, several tribal development programmes have been undertaken from time to time entailing 
enormous human, financial and material resources.  

 
This paper will examine the major administrative measures and the development programmes adopted. Such kind of an 

analysis will enable us to get a systematic view of the efforts made overtime for uplifting the tribals who constitute historically the 
most marginalized sections of Indian society. Further, a detailed review of the drawbacks during the implementation of programmes 
and problems faced by the chenchu’s by utilising the developmental programmes.  
 

In Prakasaml district there are 56 mandals in which only 6 mandals were occupied by the Chenchu tribes. The Chenchus 
spread over in 18 habitations of 730 families are living in these habitations with a total of population 4519 as per the 2011 census. For 
the selection of sample 300 household (34.0 percent) respondents covering all geographical area of Chenchus are selected from 12 
villages by using simple random sample method.  
 
Table-1: Distribution wise do you have any debts 

Sl.No Variable Frequency Percent 
1 Yes 245 81.7 
2 No 55 18.3 
Total 300 100.0 

 
Earlier, people of Chenchu were not habituated to borrow money and they managed to minimise their expenditure according 

to their available income. It is noticed that there are majority households in the study area who are living under the state of 
indebtedness. Because they don't have surplus income to manage their family since the expenditure of families have been increased 
compared to the past. Generally, villagers borrow money for meeting expenses of children's education, treatment, marriage etc. Intact, 
children and youth in the village are spending lots of money for their dresses and other activities like watching movies, parties etc. 
Besides, almost all parents are eager to provide education to their children. The government employees and businessmen are earning 
more than other villagers, Even though some of them are in the state of indebtedness because of their lavish expenditure on day to day 
items. This can be understood by observing their standard of living. 

 
In spite of indebtedness, there are 81.7 households have debts, whereas 18.3 percent household does not have indebtedness. 

Villagers are slowly developing consciousness about saving of money, so that it will be helpful for their future 
 
Table-2: Distribution wise Purpose of debts of respondents 

Sl.No Variable Frequency Percent 
1 consumption 48 19.6 
2 Agriculture 106 43.3 
3 Animal husbandry 51 20.8 
4 Business 40 16.3 
Total 245 100.0 

    n=245 
 
Table 2 shows that a majority (43.3 per cent) have taken loans for Agriculture and followed 20.8 percent and 19.6 percent have taken 
for animal husbandry and consumption respectively and remaining 16.3 percent are taken for business. The study found that loans 
borrowed to meet the family needs like the cost of treatment for ailing family members, pay for school fee of children, purchase of 
new clothes for children on festival occasions and others. 
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Table-3: Distribution wise do you approach private financer 
Sl.No Variable Frequency Percent 
1 Never 77 25.7 
2 Rarely 9 3.0 
3 Sometimes 6 2.0 
4 Very often 167 55.7 
5 Always 41 13.7 
Total 300 100.0 

 
It can be seen from table 3 that half (55.7 per cent) of the respondents household approach for taking loan very often, whereas 

13.7 percent households takes loan always. Followed by 5.0 percent respondent approach for loan rarely and sometimes respectively. 
About 25.7 percent households are not approach for any loan.  
 
Table-4: Distribution wise whether land is alienated 

Sl.No Variable Frequency Percent 
1 Yes 90 30.0 
2 No 210 70.0 
Total 300 100.0 

 
Land alienation is a serious problem, faced by the tribals all over India. In spite of innumerable agitations and a series of 

legislations, the condition of the tribals as a whole is still miserable. 
 

Table 8.6 denotes that among 300 Chenchu households 30 percent of them lost land consequent upon land alienation and 70 percent of 
households are not lost the land in alienation. There is ample documentary evidence to establish that the process of land alienation had 
affected the tribal communities differently.  
 

The Chenchus, the earliest to take settled agriculture in Nallamala could easily find adequate fertile land for 
cultivation.However, Chenchus who took to agriculture at a later stage had to becontented with small size and less fertile land for 
more than one reason. 

 
Table-5: Distribution wise Alienated by whom 

Sl.No Variable Frequency Percent 

1 To other Members 
of same tribe 2 2.2 

2 Non- Trlbals 88 97.8 
Total 90 100.0 

   n=90 
Major part of land had already been occupied with non tribals. Again, the non-tribals migrated into Nallamala and introduce 

settled agriculture had brought a sizeable part of fertile land under plough. Consequently, Chenchu’s forced to satisfy with less fertile 
in interior hilly tract of land. On the other hand, those who possessed large of land, Chenchu’s lost land in large scale due to land 
alienation. 

 
About 97.8 percent are occupied or taken by non tribals whereas only 202 percent are alienated their by same community 

(Table5).  
 
Table-6: Distribution wise Impact of land alienation  

Sl.No Variable Frequency Percent 
1 Loss of livelihood  58 64.4 
2 Unadjusted  13 14.4 

3 Going to labour  
work 19 21.2 

Total 90 100.0 
      n=90 
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The table 6 depicts that the opinion of impact of land alienation on the households in the study area. All the 90 sample households 
reveal that land alienation gives the negative impact on their economic and living conditions. Because the sample households are 
particularly vulnerable tribal groups and they are mostly farming community and the households are having small land holdings which 
are not economically viable. But the available land is the basic source of their livelihood. The table 8.8 and figure 56 reveals that 64.4 
percent of the households are lost their livelihood and remaining households are also going for labour work.  
 
Table-7: Distribution wise do you have any social discrimination 

Sl.No Variable Frequency Percent 
1 Yes 5 1.7 
2 No 295 98.3 
Total 300 100.0 

 
Elimination of social discrimination is considered as the ultimate aim of tribal development. Over the years, they have been 

subjected to discrimination of diverse ramifications. However, in the survey, the Chenchu themselves testified that such instances are 
steadily on the decrease. This indeed is a welcome sign. The table 8.9and figure 57 shows the details. About 98.3 percent of the 
Chenchu admitted that they have not experienced any kind of discrimination. About 1.7 percent are revealed that there is a social 
discrimination now a days. Followed by 1.7 percent have felt discriminated occasionally and have had to face it once or twice in their 
life. It is to be remembered that the Chenchu tribe of yester years enjoyed a dignified social status.  
 
Table-8: Distribution wise did you exploit by non tribals 

Sl.No Variable Frequency Percent 
1 Yes 43 14.3 
2 No 257 85.7 
Total 300 100.0 

 
The non-tribals usually coming to tribal area to do business in the tribal sandy/ markets. Ultimately temporarily they settled 

here for business purpose, then it is lead to permanent settlement and getting some support from the local leaders. With support of 
these people they arranged permanent settlement even though there is implementing 1/90 act. The act itself protecting tribals for 
selling of land to the non trible is null and void. The table 8 reveals that 85.7 percent are not exploited by the non tribals whereas 14.3 
percent respondents were experienced exploitation by non tribals.  
 
Table-9: Distribution wise did you harsh by Forest Officials 

Sl.No Variable Frequency Percent 
1 Yes 250 83.3 
2 No 50 16.7 
Total 300 100.0 

 
The trible people majority depends on their livelihood by forest produces. In the means of time they go to forest and collect 

some minor forest products such as the products of fire wood, honey, some kind of leaves that are used for packaging items. In this 
process sometime mostly the forest officials threatening the tribal for binding over for those products and file cases among the tribal 
people. The table displays that almost 83.3 percent households are the facing such type problems from the forest officials. Only 16.7 
percent are not facing any problems during the collection of forest produces.    
 
Table-10: Distribution wise did you face any exploitation by selling your good 

Sl.No Variable Frequency Percent 
1 Yes 253 84.3 
2 No 47 15.7 
Total 300 100.0 

 
The sample households in the study area are facing different marketing problems while in selling their agricultural products 

and as well as forest products. The main problems are lack of transport, regulated markets, exploitation of mediators, low prices and 
delay in payments etc are observed in the study area.  The table 10 displays that majority respondents are exploited in selling their 
products to the traders. About 84.7 percent households depicts that facing exploitation and only 15.3 percent are expressed that no 
exploitation by traders.  
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Table-11: Distribution wise do you have any problems by transport your produces 

Sl.No Variable Frequency Percent 
1 Yes 82 27.3 
2 No 218 72.7 
Total 300 100.0 

The transport facilities are very crucial in any society to prosper socially and economically. So as to study the transport 
facilities of the Chenchu’s. The table 11 shows that along the total sample population, 72.7 percent of the Chenchu’sare not connected 
by roads as the villages are isolated. If they want to travel, they have to walk for miles before they find good and frequent transport 
facilities,27.3 per cent of the Chenchu have bus facilities a day and at least the Chenchu are connected by buses one to two times a 
day. The table exhibits that the Chenchuare Isolated and it is not too easy to travel. The Inadequate transport facilities hampered them 
mobility and in turn it also affects then social and economic activities. Thus, majority Chenchu hamlets are not having any 
connectivity.  

 
Table-12: Distribution wise what is the most serious problem confront your family 

Sl.No Variable Frequency Percent 
1 Poverty 165 55.0 
2 Social backwardness 19 6.3 
3 Diseases 40 13.3 
4 Unemployment  76 25.4 
Total 300 100.0 

When the respondents were asked to identify the most serious problem confronting them, the response of a considerable 
number of them to the questions gave a pleasant surprise to the researcher. They asserted that they did not have any such problems of 
hunger, employment, financial crisis, family unrest, social discrimination, disease, etc. It goes to the credit of the community that no 
one is considering social discrimination as a serious problem, although some of the respondents from among the Chenchu of 
Nallamala stated that they had bitter experiences in the past. It may be noted that the Chenchu of Nallamala of yester years enjoyed a 
better social status as they were called Chenchudora and the other tribals and castes of the locality (Krishna Iyer 1937: 171). It gives 
the details of the serious problems threatening the community at present. 

 
The table 12 indicates that resolving of most serious problems confront in their family. It can be observed that majority (55 percent) 
households are facing with poverty, followed by 25.4 percent are facing with unemployment problems and remaining 13.3 percent and 
6.3 percent are facing with diseases and social backwardness etc.  
 
Table-13: Distribution wise what do you think about the attitude of Officials' 

Sl.No Variable Frequency Percent 
1 Co-operative 5 1.6 

2 Non-co-
operative 257 85.7 

3 Indifferent 38 12.7 
Total 300 100.0 

The table 13 portrays about the attitude of government officials towards implementing developmental programmes for Chenchu tribes. 
The respondents expressed that the majority almost three third 85.7 percent of officials are non-cooperative, whereas 12 percent 
households expressed that they are indifferent such as expecting gifts, demanding money etc. and only 1.6 percent of the officials are 
cooperative by doing things to the favour of Chenchus.   
 
Conclusion 

It may conclude that even though there is change in the socio-economic and cultural status of the Chenchu tribe due to the 
influence of tribal development measures of the Government and Non-Governmental Organisation, they could not get the adequate 
basic facilities and provisions for the steady growth of the Chenchu tribal community in Eastern Ghats of Southern Region of Andhra 
Pradesh.  
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