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Introduction  
               The year 1919 is an important land mark in the history of Indian freedom movement. It saw the entry of Mahatma Gandhi 
into the arena of Indian politics. He dominated the political scene till the country became free in 1947.Gandhi who was by then the 
champion of Champaran Satyagraha and Kheda Ryots movement, appealed to the Viceroy to withdraw the bill. On the refusal of the 
Viceroy, Gandhiji led to the Satyagraha movement and 6th April 1919 was observed as a day of protest and laws were disobeyed by 
non-violent methods. Response of the Andhras to the call for Satyagraha was spontaneous. 
 
 Hitakarini observed, “The agitation created by the Rowlatt bills in the minds of the people has already given place to the faith 
that the pledge of Mahatma Gndhi would lead to the withdrawal of those bills. This great vow of peace, this flame of the fire of truth 
has already spread from province to province. It has moved the king in the palace and the saint in the forest and prompted them to sign 
the pledge. Truth and righteousness know of no defeat in nature. The passive resistance pledge of Mahatma Gandhi surpasses the roar 
of a lion from its den. It is more powerful than a bomb.1 The paper said that people had been waiting for a new plan of action and 
Gandhi had supplied them with it. 
 
 The Krishna District conference, which met on April 24, welcomed the Satyagraha movement launched by Gandhiji. While it 
deplored the outbreak of violence in some places, it protested against the imposition of martial law and disapproved of the deportation 
of the leaders. Desabhimani pointed out the injustice of such repressive and inhuman measures in the case of a country which had 
shown “its world-renowned and flawless loyalty when England was involved in a terrible war “Krishna Patrika said that the cup of 
sorrow was full and that another drop would make it oversflow.2 

 
 The Muslims were sullen because of the Khilafat question. Krishna Patrika observed that there could be no spontaneous 
enthusiasm among the people unless the government gave an assurance that they would preserve the Turkish Empire and the Khilafat, 
repeal the Rowlatt Act, release all political prisoners and remove the restrictions on the press. Hitakarini also expressed similar views. 
Some of the papers supported the resolution passed at the Khilafat conference presided over by Gandhiji, that peace celebrations 
should be boycotted. And these circumstances the celebrations in Andhra became purely an official’s affair.3Desabhimani wrote, “Just 
as Lord Krishna saved Arjuna, Gandhiji has sounded his conch of Non-Cooperation to save the whole world. His message is a novel 
one. This will enable not only the Indians but the whole world to attain salvation.”4 

 

Non-Cooperation Movement 
 Andhra Patrika from Madras and Krishna Patrika from Machilipatnam, wrote strongly in favour of Gandhi’s programme in 
it’s entirely, including the boycott of councils. They paid a high tribute to him and his methods and exhorted the people to follow his 
footsteps. They warmly appreciated’ the righteous principle of non-violence underlying it, and the spiritual power which formed the 
very soul of it, ‘and commended it for the acceptance of the public. Venkatesapatrika of Chittoor contrasted the Martial Law regime in 
Egypt and in India, and observed that “though there were many deaths in Egypt there were no massacres, instances of crawling, 
making people drink urine, and the outraging of women as in Jallianwalla Bagh”. The paper   exhorted the people to adopt non-
cooperation and practice it in such a way as to make it impossible for the government to carry on their administration.5 
  
 Andhra Patrika observed that the fearlessness exhibited by the municipal councils in presenting addresses to Gandhiji, the 
establishment of national schools all over the country, the music of the spinning wheels now heard in every village, and in the 
educated classes taking to wearing the coarse swadesi cloth, and the determination of the people to discontinue such vices as drink 
were all evidences of the awakening in India. Hitakarni, Andhra Patrika, and Krishna Patrika, took every opportunity to place before 
the public the situation in Ireland in order to show that the goal of Swaraj could not be reached without encountering a series of 
obstacles deliberately place in its way. They feared the possibility of a clash between the people and the authorities and assured that if 
Indians conducted themselves in accordance with true spirit of non-cooperation, the movement was eventually bound to succeed since 
it had taken deep root in the minds of the people.6 
  
 Congress of Maddoori Annapurnaiah spared no effort for popularizing the non-cooperation movement as a means for swaraj. 
They argued that non-cooperation with the Government was the only effective and sure means of attaining Swaraj. It further said 
“There is as much difference between constitutional agitation and non-cooperation as there is between words and action. One’s own 
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strength is the foundation of non-cooperation. The basis of constitutional agitation is to cling to the feet of the government, to seek 
their refuge, to threaten them now and then”.7 It was shameful for 32 crores of Indians to be ruled by a handful of Europeans. It 
wanted the people to be both patriotic and courageous in this effort to win independence.8Desabhimani described the launching of the 
non-cooperation movement by Mahatma Gandhi as “Pouring life into the lifeless Indian nation”9. Comparing Gandhi’s call for non-
cooperation with Lord Krishna’s call to Arjuna for action the paper said: “Just as Lord Krishna saved Arjuna, Gandhi has sounded his 
conch of non-cooperation to save the whole world. His message is novel, but this will enable not only the Indians but also the whole 
world to attain salvation”.10 
 
 The papers which had full faith in Gandhi’s polices, supported the boycott of Legislative councils also. They argued very 
ably to point out the futility of the nationalist participating in the legislative councils. Their main argument was that it was impossible 
to carry on the Non-cooperation Movement from within the councils. It was also pointed out that as long as real power did not rest 
within the people the presence of the nationalists in the council would result in more evil than good to the people.11 The failure of the 
constitutional methods in Ireland was also used as an argument to prove that participation in the councils would not bring any useful 
resaults.12Balabharathi ridiculing the idea of nationalists entering Legislative councils wrote, “Those who wish to waste their time in 
playing with the toys known as reforms may go for fun to such useless councils if they like”. 13 

 

Sallt Satyagraha And Civil Disobedience Movement 
 The Lahore Congress session (1930) gave the call for “Purana Swaraj” and launched the civil Disobedience movement. It 
was also decided to celebrate 26th January, 1930 as the day of First Indian Independence. Gandhi started the Dandi march to break the 
Salt laws. There was an upsurge of enthusiasm everywhere. The Andhra Congress Committee appointed Konda Venkatappaiah as the 
dictator of the whole of Andhra, while each district had its own dictator assisted by a war council. People marched to the seashore and 
contraband salt was manufactured in several places.14 

 
 The papers continued to make strong appeals to the people to boycott foreign cloth and use homespun khaddar only even 
during the Salt Satyagraha and Civil Disobedience movements. Andhra Patrika, Krishna Patrika and Satyagrahi frequently published 
prominently in their columns, appeals like the following. ‘Are the foreign clothes still binding you? Shame! Shame! Give them up. To 
burn them is your daily duty”.15 Such appeals and editorials in favour of the use of swadeshi goods and publication of speeches of 
leaders on the subject of Swadeshi newspapers sustained the public spirit in favour of the Swadeshi. 
 
 Wide publicity was given in the Telugu press to the entire programme of Salt Satyagraha, the centres of civil disobedience 
and to the overwhelming number of volunteers pouring in from different places to participate in it. Zamindari Ryot published regular 
reports of the Mahatma’s march to Dandi. Desabhandhu commented that Gandhi’s march was observed from Heaven by Maharshis 
like Vyasa, poets like Kalidasa, emperors like Asoka, heroes like Sivaji and holy women like Savitri.16 

  

 Andhra Patrika characterized the peaceful method adopted for the sake of attaining Independence as “unprecedented in the 
history of the world and observed that a conciliatory reply from the Viceroy would be certainly beneficial to England as well as India. 
It reminded the government that any attempt to suppress the Mahatma’s movement by the employment of force would only make it 
more widespread in the country, creating a new awakening among the people”. In case Gandhiji should achieve success, he would be 
setting an example to the whole modern world. Through non-violence alone such vexatious problems as disarmament would be solved 
and world peace secured.17 Andhra Patrika reported that the whole country was showing enthusiasm over the determination of Gandhi. 
It observed that it was easy to imprison the body of Mahatma Gandhi and not his ideas, and that the campaign of civil disobedience 
which was going to be started on the 12th would determine not only the condition of India but also the future evolution of the whole 
world.18 

  

 Contrary to the fears of many the Dandi march by Gandhi and his associates and violation of salt laws, gave a new and 
significant from to civil disobedience and non-cooperation. It electrified the entire country and naturally and appropriately the press 
responded to it at once. The papers used all their influence with the people, to make the salt satyagraha movement a memorable 
success. The Telugu newspapers during the period of the Satyagraha were full of news, comments, and photographs relating to the 
movement. A perusal of the contents of the Nationalist Telugu papers during the period of Salt Satyagraha reveals that more than 90 
percent of the contents related to this satyagraha. Writing about the press in India during the period of salt satyagraha, Margarita Barns 
states “never before had the press played so important a part in the national campaign and enthusiasm was kindled and maintained by 
the vigorous action of the nationalist newspapers. Indeed, all the methods which a nationalist press might be expected to use in a 
country were employed by the journals supporting the movement”.19 

 

 One of the important features of the nationalist Telugu papers of the period was the appeal they made to women to induce 
them participate in large numbers in the movement in response Gandhiji’s call for women of India to take active part in the salt 
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satyagraha. Grihalakshmi, a women’s journal, wrote that women should take as much interest in national matters as men do. It also 
pointed out that the revival of nationalism in India should start at home.20 Andhra Patrika published an article by Vedantam Kamala 
Devi, entitled “An appeal to Andhra Sisters”, in which the author recalled Gandhiji’s appeal and wrote that Andhra Women who had 
inherited the valour of great women like PalnatiNayakuralu, (a great heroic character in Palnatiyuddham) should not lag behind 
women of other regions in participating in the salt satyagaraha.21 

 
 Mahatma Gandhi’s influence on the bulk of the Telugu press remained unabated. Whatever he said or did carried great 
weight with it. Krishna Patrika, Andhra patrika, BharthiPatrika a weekly of Berhampur, Janmabhumi of Madras and Zamindari Ryot 
of Nellore, all of them gave their whole hearted support to him. Their congress leanings continued as usual. Krishna Patrika and 
Andhra Patrika were infovour of individual civil disobedience. Samadarsini of Madras maintained its moderate colours. It disapproved 
of civil disobedience in any form and often urged its withdrawal. It was, however, of opinion that the government should create a 
favourable atmosphere in the country and that this task could be facilitated if the All- India-Congress Committee were allowed to meet 
and determine the policy of the congress. It approved of the extension of the term of the legislatures.22 

 

 The year 1934 was an exceptionally calm year. The suspension of the civil disobedience movement by Gandhi, his 
withdrawal from the leadership of the National Congress, last but not least, the press legislation altogether took the wind out of the 
sails of Militant journalism and created a spirit of docility. The docility brought in its wake, a strong streak of pessimism. The council 
entry programme resulted in monotonous reiteration of remarks and expression of platitudes. A strong feeling of helplessness was 
clearly in evidence. Suspicion survived. Extremism and moderatism were scarcely distinguishable. While the Congress was in the 
thick of battle, the Third-Round table conference met in London in November 1932 without the leaders of the Congress. Its 
discussions eventually led to the passing of the Government of India Act of 1935.  The Act provided for the establishment of an All-
India Federation and a new system of Government for the provinces on the basis of provincial autonomy. The reforms issue became 
the topic of for most importance and utmost concern to the newspapers irrespective of their creed. All papers of note condemned the 
report of the joint parliamentary committee unhesitatingly. Their comments were similar. The difference between extremism and 
moderatism came in only in respect of the policy to be adopted towards the reforms.23 

 

 Andhra Patrika and Chitragupta of Madras, Krishna Patrika, Subhodhini of Nellore and Prajamitra of Madras belonged to the 
nationalist type. Their Allegiance to Gandhi and the National congress remained unabated. Samadarsini and Swatantra which were 
organs of the Justice party, were as outspoken in criticizing as in supporting the government. But they were anti-Congress. Trilinga 
maintained its usual moderate colour and retained its halting and wooden style and manner. It was anti-Gandhi Deenabandhu of 
Machillipatnam kept up its sober and restrained tone while criticizing the government. Zamin Ryot of Nellore was well known for its 
vehement advocacy of the riots cause especially in the estates. It had pro-congress leanings. Ravi of Coconada ranged itself on the side 
of law and order as a loyal supporter of the government. Among the revived political journals, SrisadhanaPatrika of Anantapur 
deserves special mention. Years of tribulation seemed to have considerably toned down its vehemence. It is noteworthy that almost all 
the newly started Telugu journals, with the exception of satyavani of Anakapalli were non-political and were devoted to the promotion 
of light literature marked by wit and humour and intended to act as a welcome relief to the public.24 

 
Quit India Movement 
  By July 1942 Indian National Congress was convinced that the British government was not serious about coming to an 
honourable settlement about Indian problems and that it could not co-operate with the British in their war efforts. It however 
persuaded Gandhi to resume the leadership of the congress and lead the people in the struggle for freedom.  Even before the launching 
of the movement, many papers like Andhra Patrika had made it clear that there was no leader like Gandhi and that no-violence 
advocated by him was the means to achieve independence.25 

 

 Gandhi had already started writing in the Harijan suggesting ‘orderly and timely British withdrawal from India”.26 This was 
in fact the fore-runner of the famous Quit-India resolution which was passed at Bombay by the All-India Congress Committee on 8th 
August, 1942. The A.I.C.C. which met at Bombay on August 7, 1942 resolved to demand the immediate withdrawal of the British 
power from India entrusting authority to govern the country to a provisional government. The meeting also resolved on August 8, to 
start a mass struggle on non-violent lines on the widest possible scale under the leadership of Gandhi.27 Already the Andhra provincial 
congress committee has issued an important confidential circular dated 29th July, 1942 to all the District Congress Committees 
indicating the lines on which the organisation work had to be undertaken and also the programme of the campaign. Briefly stated, the 
items of the programme were defying prohibitionary orders, picking salt, continuing openly to be members of unlawful associations, 
lawyers giving up practice, students to leave colleges, jurors and assessors not to respond to summons, arranging labour strikes, 
picketing foreign concerns in trade and industry, pulling chains, to stop trains, travelling without tickets, cutting down toddy yielding 
trees, cutting telegraph and telephone wires, non-payment taxes excluding municipal taxes and picketing of troops.28 
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 Andhra Patrika published the inspiring speech delivered by Gandhi at A.I.C.C. session held in Bombay. The paper advocated 
that the ‘Quit India’ resolution to be accepted. Further it reminded the people to follow strictly the policy of non-violence announced 
by Gandhiji during the Quit India movement. Besides it also exhorted all other members of the congress to pay heed to Gandhi’s 
exhortion.29 

 

As soon as Gandhi, Azad and other members of the working committee were arrested. The Telugu papers, made a faithful 
report of this occurrence. As a result of Andhra patrika’s publication of the news of the arrests, people were roused to righteous 
indignation. As a consequence, there were many more arrests made in the different parts of the presidency. Andhra Patrika also 
published as a box item the statement of the Mahatma Gandhi that “Now onwards all Indians should regard themselves as 
independent”. In all the subsequent editions of the papers the news of Gandhi being placed as a prisoner in the Aghakhan palace was 
published. It also reported the arrests of national leaders like Nehru, Sarojini Naidu, Mahadev Desai and Mer Behu.30 Immediately 
after his release from the jail on 6thMay 1944, Mahatma Gandhi declared that it was not his intention to revive the Satyagraha 
Movement and that he would whole heartedly support war effort in the event of National Government being formed. He has made it 
clear that he had no faith in the policy of violence.  

 
Conclusion 

The Telugu Press popularized the Gandhian constructive programme which became the part of the programme of 
noncooperation movement and continued throughout the freedom movement.Thus, the Telugu press facing serious hurdles from the 
government and its officials, continued its mission of liberating the country from the clutches of British rule. Though the tempo of the 
Quit India Movement was slackened by 1943 it was not totally abandoned till Gandhi practically called off the movement after his 
release from jail in May 1944. The Telugu press sustained the patriotic spirit of the people. With the Quit India Movement, it may be 
said that Indian freedom movement practically came to end. It is true that it took three more years to get independence, but the British 
by this time realized that it was impossible for them to rule India any further. Hence, it started negotiation with Indian National 
Congress and paved way for the Indian independence. 
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