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Abstract 

A well administered and socially relevant legal education is a sine qua non for a proper dispensation of justice. As an 
instrument of progress, law has a dynamic role to play in society. Now, the perspective of this profession is changing very fast in the 
globalized world and India is no exception. These changing needs must also be a part of subject matter of legal education and 
profession. The topic is of wide import having many facets. The endeavour in this article is too high-light certain essential points 
which require our attention like present scenario of legal education in India, merits and demerits of the existing system, and changes 
required in the legal sphere to make it compatible with the requirements of Indian society while keeping pace with the latest 
developments. In this article researcher has focussed upon the strategies to redefine and reinvent teaching and learning legal education 
in contemporary India. 
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A. Introduction 

Legal education is an indispensable link in the Indian legal system, particularly when India has pledged to govern the country 
by the rule of law. Legal education is a necessary step for people working within the legal profession, lawyers, judges, prosecutors, 
and other judicial personnel. It is the legal education that plays an important role in promoting social justice. Law professionals are 
characterised as 'Social engineers'.  'Law act as the cementing material of society and an essential medium of social change. A well 
administered and socially relevant legal education is a sine qua non for a proper dispensation of justice1. As an instrument of progress, 
law has a dynamic role to play in society. In a complex society the role of law is multifaceted. In the process of globalization societies 
are becoming more complex and this complex structure of society needs versatile role to be played by the legal professionals to 
overcome the problems. Legal education teaches how to use law for the betterment of society. The survival of democracy and rule of 
law is possible only if the legal education inspires legal professionals to use law as a tool for its preservation. 2In this context, nature of 
legal education and profession is under drastic change in all over the world. Now, the perspective of this profession is changing very 
fast in the globalized world and India is no exception. These changing needs must also be a part of subject matter of legal education 
and profession as it was said that legal education needs to teach both law and its context, social, political historical, and theoretical.3 

 
In the present era of liberalisation, privatisation and globalisation, legal profession in India has to cater to the needs of a new 

brand of legal consumer/client namely the foreign companies or collaborations. In the changed scenario, the additional roles by law 
professionals to play are that of policy planner, business advisor, negotiator among interest groups, experts in articulation and 
communication of ideas, mediator, lobbyist, law reformer etc. Due to expanding role of law professionals responsibility of institutions 
rendering legal education also increased. For law teachers to prepare students for practice both in the context of India's own socio-
economically complex society and in the framework of inter-related legal systems and societies, teachers must assess the learning 
objectives they have for their students and rethink the pedagogy to achieve those objectives.4 

 
Historically, Indian legal education consisted of a three-year undergraduate program within the law departments of 

universities and resulted in an L.L.B degree.5 Legal education and its importance in establishing a rule of law society did not receive 
any serious priority or attention in these universities, 6 although due to the sheer motivation of students themselves the departments 
were successful in producing many of the brightest lawyers and some of the best academics in the country. Law as a profession and 
legal education as a discipline was not a popular choice of the students in India prior to the introduction of five-year law course, most 
of the students who performed well in their Intermediate Education aspired to study medicine, engineering, computers, business 

                                                             
1Quoted by Tabrez Ahmad, https://www.researchgate.net/publication/228242784_Legal_Education_in_Indian_Perspective(accessed on 20/1/2021)  
2 Justice Ranjana Prakash Desai, “Legal Education”, in B.C. Nirmal and Rajnish Kumar Singh (eds.), Contemporary Issues in International Law: 
Environment, International Trade, Information Technology and Legal Education (New Delhi: Satyam Law International, First Edition, 2014) at 40 
3 M.D.A. Freeman, Lloyd’s Introduction to Jurisprudence (London: Sweet and Maxwell, Eighth Edition, 2008) at 2; See also, William Twining, 
“Access to Legal Education and the Legal Profession: A Commonwealth Perspective”, 7 Windsor Yearbook Access to Justice, 1987, at 157 
4 Jane E. Schukoske, Legal Education Reform in India: Dialogue Among Indian Law Teachers, Jindal Global Law Review, September 2009 Volume 
1 Issue 1, p. 278 file:///C:/Users/hp/Downloads/SSRN id1452888%20(1).pdf 
5 Pallavi Mahajan, Changing Nature of Legal Education Due to Globalization 1 (2011), available at http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract-
id=1840625&download=yes. (accessed on 15/1/2021) 
6  Chandra Krishnamurthy, Legal Education and Legal Profession in India, 36 Int. J. Legal Info. 245, 253-54 (2008) 
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management and accounting. In fact, the study of law has received better attention among high school graduates in the country since 
the introduction of five-year integrated programs. 7  These programs raise new issues relating to pedagogy and approach to 
undergraduate studies for imparting legal education for high school graduates. 

 
University law departments have not made adequate progress in academic standards such as innovation of course design, 

development of appropriate teaching modules, formulation of research agendas, undertaking of research projects, and promotion of 
advocacy in lawyering. 8 These traditional departments also suffered from lack of independence and institutional autonomy, as they 
were within the university system whose priorities did not always match. 9 As a result, the ability to attract serious students with a 
passionate commitment to study law in all its facets dramatically declined, culminating in institutionalized mediocrity in a large 
number of law faculties across the country.10 

 
B. Goals of Legal Education  

Legal education generally has a number of theoretical and practical aims, not all of which are pursued simultaneously. The 
emphasis placed on various objectives differs from period to period, place to place, and even teacher to teacher. But primarily 
theobject of legal education is to produce professional lawyers. The term ‘professional lawyer’ does not only cover the ‘litigating, 
lawyer, viz.,’ the lawyer who argues before the ordinary courts but all persons trained in law, whose employment is mainly dependent 
on their degrees in law.11 

 
The Committee of Legal Education of the Harvard Law School lays emphasis on twin purpose of a law school i.e. 

(1) To train men for the legal profession, and 
(2) To provide a centre where scholars might contribute to an understanding of law and government and participate creatively in their 
growth and improvement.12 
 
Mr. Dean Wright from the University of Toronto suggested three objectives of a law school: 
 
(a)education in the qualities that should be found in a legal practitioners, 
 
(b) education which would train a man not merely in the work of solving problems of individual clients but of the society in which he 
lives, and 
 
(c) To act as a Centre of research and criticism and contribution to the better understanding of the laws by which societies are held 
together. 
 
Lord Denning in his address to the society of Public Teachers of Law expressed three purposes of legal education: 
(1) to show how legal rules have developed, the reasons underlying them and the nexus between legal and social history, 
(2) To extract the principles underlying the existing legal rules, and 
(3) To point the right road for future development. 
 
Dr. Mohammad Farogh in his observations on legal education in a modern civilized society wants to include the following aims and 
objectives13: 
 

(1) to inculcate students with the operative legal rules, both substantive and procedural, 
(2) to provide the students with adequate experience to apply these rules, 
(3) to equip the students with sufficient knowledge of the historical a sociological background of the country’s legal system, 
(4) to provide the students with some knowledge of the other legal system of the world so that the students do not find 

themselves at a complete loss when it comes to adopting a comparative approach, 

                                                             
7 Ibid. 
8 Nehaluddin Ahmad, Adapting Indian Legal Education to the Demands of a Globalizing World, 10 German L.J. 847 (2009). 
9 Supra n 6 
10 C. Raj Kumar, Improving Legal Education in India, The Hindu, June 27, 2007, http://hindu.com/2007/06/27/stories/2007062750481000.htm. 
(accessed on 21/1/2021) 
11 D.N.Mishra, “Legal Education in India: Present Status and Prospects”in book, Legal Education in India in 21st Century,  Jan.1999,p.19 
12 Priya Ravi, Legal Education and its Goals. Discussions by Various Committes and Jurists, http://www.legalservicesindia.com/article/126/Legal-
Education-&-Its-Aims.html (accessed on 22/1/2021) 
13Dr.Mohammad Farogh, ‘Legal Education: Contemporary Trends and Challenges”, AIR, 1998(6) 
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(5) Very significantly, the students should be encouraged to participate in discussions, seminars and challenge the very premise 
of legal concepts and their applications. 
Legal education should aim at furnishing skills and competence, the basic philosophies and ideologies for creation and 

maintenance of just society14.It must sensitize society to identify its problems and ensure social and economic justice through rule of 
law and to eradicate injustice, poverty, corruption and nepotism from the society. The legal education stands for enhancement of 
human sensibility and injects a sense of protecting human liberty and equality before law. The curriculum of legal education should be 
thought of in terms of its objectives. 

 
C. Legal Education System in India 

Legislative framework for the regulation of professional legal education in India are made by the Parliament of India with 
reference to entry 66, 67 & 78 of List I of the Constitution of India, which includes two bodies:  The Bar Council of India asa 
professional body regulating the standards of the legal profession and;  The University Grants Commission as an umbrella 
organization for all institutions of higher education.  

 
Presently legal education in the country is offered by Universities, Law Colleges and National/Global Law Schools. When it 

comes to University, a University can be set up only through a legislation passed by Parliament or a State Legislature. Alternately, 
UGC can confer ‘deemed university’ status to an institution to confer degrees. Colleges are either affiliated to a University. 
Professional courses & degrees of colleges and also needs to be recognized by their respective statutory body. In case of legal 
education, it is Bar Council of India. At present, there are two models in India: the three-year Bachelor of Law (L.L.B) program and 
the five-year integrated BA (Hons)-cum-L.L. B program. 

 
All the matters relating to admissions, practice, ethics & standards are dealt by BCI in consonance with state bar councils. 15 

The powers of BCI are also envisaged under Advocates Act, 1961 under Section 7.  
 
“7. Functions of Bar Council of India.— (1) The functions of the Bar Council of India shall be- (h) to promote legal 

education and to lay down standards of such education in consultation with the Universities in India imparting such education and the 
State Bar Councils; (i) to recognize Universities whose degree in law shall be a qualification for enrolment as an advocate and for that 
purpose to visit and inspect Universities 3[or cause the State Bar Councils to visit and inspect Universities in accordance with such 
directions as it may give in this behalf]; 4[(ia) to conduct seminars and organize talks on legal topics by eminent jurists and publish 
journals and papers of legal interest; …………”  

 
Similarly, section 49 of the Advocates Act, 1961, provides powers to BCI to make rules with respect to legal education & 

related matters:  
 

“49. (1) [The Bar Council of India may make rules for discharging its functions under this Act, and, in particular, such rules 
may prescribe— 2[(a) the conditions subject to which an advocate may be entitled to vote at an election to the State Bar Council 
including the qualifications or disqualifications of voters, and the manner in which an electoral roll of voters may be prepared and 
revised by a State Bar Council; (ae) the manner in which the seniority among advocates may be determined; 3[(af) the minimum 
qualifications required for admission to a course of degree in law in any recognized University;] (ag) the class or category of persons 
entitled to be enrolled as advocates; (ah) the conditions subject to which an advocate shall have the right to practise and the 
circumstances under which a person shall be deemed to practise as an advocate in a court;] (d) the standards of legal education to be 
observed by universities in India and the inspection of universities for that purpose; (e) the foreign qualifications in law obtained by 
persons other than citizens of India which shall be recognized for the purpose of admission as an advocate under this Act; ………”  

 
While exercising the powers given under Advocates Act,1961 BCI has tried its level best to reform Legal education, like 

introduction of five years integrated degree program in Law in 1982. This system has since been gradually adopted in various 
Universities and Colleges. In 1987, NLS was established at Bangalore by the Bar Council of India. 184th Report of the Law 
Commission of India in year 2002 suggested for harmonious construction of UGC & BCI powers & regulation of legal education in 
India through joint committees. It also recommended for examination to be conducted for enrolment of advocates in Bar. In the year 
2007, the National Knowledge Commission submitted its report for reforms in legal education & suggested many steps to be taken for 
justice-oriented education in field of law.  
 
 

                                                             
14 Hassant Azmi, “Legal Education in India in the 21st Century”, 1999 
15https://ndpublisher.in/admin/issues/EQV7N3a.pdf  (accessed on 15/12/2020) 
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The report16 quotes that; 

 “...vision of legal education is to provide justice-oriented education essential to the realization of values enshrined in the 
Constitution of India...” NKC further recommended for improvement of quality in legal education through establishment of 
independent regulatory body for dealing with all aspects of legal education. The report somewhere reflects to recommend for more 
experiential learning & industry linkage to train future lawyers in better way. 

 
Like every other institution in Indian society, higher education in general and legal education in particular are in a continuing 

process of far-reaching changes in organization, management, content and delivery. The basic factor in this transformation is the 
constitutional mandate to build a social order based on democracy, human rights and rule of law securing to all of its citizens justice, 
liberty, equality and dignity.17 
 
D. Issues and Challenges  

Legal education and law schools are the foundation whose quality, workmanship and solidity determine the beauty, longevity 
and functional utility of the superstructure of law. But, in India, only a few dynamic and outstanding law schools remain islands of 
excellence amid a sea of institutionalised mediocrity. A lawyer is to be a harmoniser, a reconciler, a legal architect, indeed an inventor. 
The character of law schools determines the character of the Bar and Bench. 18 Law schools and academics in India greatly need to 
develop an institutional culture that promotes and encourages research that has the capacity to foster many positive changes in society 
at large. With the prestige of the profession suffering a downfall and measly pay packages, it is no wonder that most institutions have 
been unable to attract good fulltime faculty. In addition, since a number of colleges have been set up solely with a profit motive, they 
obviously do not expend much on their faculty. Therefore, most of the teachers at such colleges are unqualified and part time and 
engage with the class only in the evenings in a very slipshod manner. So, most of the institutions face significant challenges in 
attracting faculty members who are top researchers in the field of law and who can combine sound teaching methods with established 
track records of research.19 The lack of researchers in the legal field and the failure to emphasize research and publication at existing 
law schools have led to the absence of an intellectually vibrant environment.20 

 
The legal education teaching method in India is very traditional, i.e., the most common pedagogical technique is lecturing, 

which is now criticised as being too conservative since it does not promote healthy skepticism, intellectual curiosity and creativity. To 
remedy the weakness resulting from traditional teaching methods, some innovative Socratic methods including clinical education and 
moot court training have been recently introduced to India. Clinical legal education refers to a method which adopts clinical 
techniques which facilitate the acquisition of skills and the development of a critical and contextual understanding of the law as it 
affects people in society, thus enhancing the achievement of intellectual and educational goals. 21  As is stated, ‘one of the 
characteristics of the clinical method is that leaning comes more from the process of undertaking an activity than from the product of 
that activity’.22 
 
E. Suggestions and Recommendations  

There are some issues which need to be looked into for repairing holes in our current legal system such as emphasis should 
be laid on research and publication activities, need to reform curriculum at the earnest, trained faculty, imparting training-based 
education, introduction of law subjects at school level as to ensure basic knowledge of law to students of all stream etc. This will help 
in growth and development of legal education with increase in reputation of the profession to meet the challenges of the field and to 
grow and contribute by providing fullest opportunity to law aspirants for the progress of the country. 

 
Need for developing philanthropic initiatives 
                                                             
16 National Knowledge Commission Report ,2007 
17https://clp.law.harvard.edu/assets/Menon_Blue_Paper.pdf (accessed on 22/1/2021) 
18Abhishek Singhvi,https://www.hindustantimes.com/opinion/a-new-vision-for-legal-education-in-india-101610294011115.html (accessed on 
15/1/2021) 
19 Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh highlighted this problem in his speech. See Manmohan Singh, Prime Minister of India, Inaugural Address at 
the Conference of National Consultation for Second Generation Reforms in Legal Education (May 1, 2010) available at http://pmindia.nic.in/speech-
details.php?nodeid=889. Also see, Kumar, C. Raj (2013) "Legal Education: Globalization, and Institutional Excellence: Challenges for the Rule of 
Law and Access to Justice in India," Indiana Journal of Global Legal Studies: Vol. 20: Iss. 1, Article 8. Available at: 
https://www.repository.law.indiana.edu/ijgls/vol20/iss1/8 
20 N.R. Madhava Menon, The Future of Law Teaching Institutions, The Hindu, July 30, 2002, 
http://www.hindu.com/thehindu/edu/2002/07/30/stories/2002073000100200.htm (India). 
21 Hugh Brayne, Nigel Duncan & Richard Grimes, Clinical Legal Education: Active Learning in Your Law School, (London: Blackstone Press, 
1998), at xiii 
22 , Id., at xii. 
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Philanthropy in legal education is rare. It by and large remains a state-sponsored endeavour or an unimpressive commercial 
enterprise devoid of high academic standards. There is a need for encouraging philanthropic initiatives in promoting excellence in 
legal education and research in the State. Philanthropy in legal education is essential for its growth and development. Every effort 
ought to be made by all stakeholders, including the law departments, the bar, the bench, the law firms and corporations for promoting 
philanthropic initiatives in legal education and research. 

 
Legal Aid 

Universities and collegesrendering legal education may develop an action plan to strengthen and enhance legal assistance to 
the poor through legal aid. Institutes may explore the possibility of launching a pilot program involving rural youth to facilitate more 
effective use of the legal system by the rural poor. It will help to promote legal awareness in the community for achieving social and 
economic Justice. 
 
Measures to Improve Pedagogy and Methods of Teaching 

New technologies to be used in legal education-These would include not only measures such as the use of presentations in the 
classroom, but would also embrace web-based technologies that allow for collaboration and discussion amidst faculty and students 
across the country. This would also allow for the sharing of resources, and enabling access to resources for students and faculty who 
may not otherwise be able to access them.  

 
Standards for faculty evaluation 

Steps should be taken to ensure effective measures for faculty evaluation through students feedback. These parameters would 
be used not only to measure faculty quality and performance, but would also be a part of the factors evaluated when accrediting law 
Institutions. 

 
Research Projects 

Since all teachers in the University are primarily researchers in their respective streams, there is a need to promote excellence 
in research and hone further their research skills by providing opportunities to them for carrying out research, for their academic and 
professional development. Faculty members should take research projects sponsored by UGC and other agencies, the University may 
also provides financial support to its own teachers for minor research projects in their specialized areas that have theoretical, 
conceptual, methodological and policy implications. In order to enhance the standard of research and teaching to match with the 
International standards, faculty members should take initiatives to get the SAP (Special Assistance Programme). 

 
Research Journal  

Law Departments should have its own research journal with the purpose to publish high quality, double-blind, peer-reviewed 
legal research among all areas of law. The peer review process serves as a quality control mechanism. This platform also ignites the 
initiative and desire of young law students, academicians, lawyers and legal advisors to contribute in the field of law and at society at 
large.  Faculty members should involve themselves in quality research work. Research is crucial if a university or department want to 
improve their reputation. 

 
Seminar/Conferences/ Symposia/Workshops etc 

To disseminate legal knowledge and legal processes and to assist the policy making by the Government, Law Institutions 
should organize special lectures, seminars, symposia, workshops and conferences. It may be through e-platforms also. 

 
Career Counseling/Placement Cell 

The majority of law students will seek to get a training contract for when they complete their years of study. The interview 
process for both vacation schemes and training contracts increases in intensity every year, as competition and intrigue into the career 
of law grow exponentially. This can provide students with CV reviews, mock-interviews, and even workshops on different question 
and response formats which they might come across when facing a prospective employer. 

 
Strengthening and Enhancing the LL.B., LL.M. Curriculum  
 The curriculum should be revised from time to time to respond to the demand for new skills and the new challenges facing 
law and legal education in the emerging global scenario.Students should be given elective choices so that they may have an 
opportunity to specialize in their areas of preference. All this can be done within-and consistent with-the mandatory syllabus set by the 
Bar Council of India. 
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Technology in the classrooms and moot court room 
Technological interventions are already disrupting the legal landscape with the promise of virtual courtrooms and more. 

Artificial Intelligence and machine learning-based services that boost research capacities, support litigation and the more objective of 
legal processes have the potential to revolutionize the legal system, saving resources and strengthening efficiency. Revamping 
curriculum to be cognizant of legal technological advancements is the need of the hour. This has become especially relevant in the 
times of the Covid-19 crisis. High-quality virtual learning opportunities and legal practices have been put to the test. It will have a 
lasting impact, even post-pandemic. This is a good time for law Institutions to leverage digitization in the curriculum to train a 
generation of tech-savvy lawyers. Classrooms need urgent quality improvement. The classrooms need to be made technologically 
compatible so that video and audio equipment as well as computers may be used for presentations.  For achieving efficiency of class 
room teaching, following may be included in the action plan:  

 
(a) Increasing the awareness and understanding of E-Learning as well as building ICT competencies at the University.  
(b) Availability of Digital Teaching Equipment and Teaching resources on campus to enable academic staff to produce video 
recordings. 
 (c) Faculty development programme for training of faculty members.  
(d) Development, review and evaluation of the teaching resources. 
 

Changing economic policies of globalization and liberalization, advancement of science and technology, challenges of 
governance have changed the complexion of legal education. So, there is a need to take various measures for making students 
competent to face global challenges. Mere implementation of traditional curriculum can’t suffice the purpose. On the basis of the 
above discussion, one can draw the logical inference that law universities and colleges have the primary role in educating the students. 
This is their primary responsibility and there is hardly any escape from this responsibility and in order to inculcate in students a great 
sense of dedication, discipline, client’s cause, community responsibility and social accountability we have to go a long way.  Law 
Colleges and Universities have a huge responsibility for making legal education meaningful and socially relevant so that the students 
coming to such institutions are committed and dedicated individuals who are potentially capable of making difference in the society. 
This is perhaps the aim of any type of education. 
 
 
 
 


