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ABSTRACT  
The significance of instructional material is explained by Dash and Dash (2007) as “Teaching aids are those materials which 

are quite helpful in improving the quality of teaching and learning. These aids are supplementary devices by which the teacher tries to: 
clarify doubts, teach new concepts/words’, establish new ideas, make interpretations, ensure correct appreciation of facts, reteach, and 
improve his instruction.”  

From the above statement, one can understand the indispensable role of audio-visual aids in the process of teaching and 
learning. Considering the antecedence to the instructional material, the researcher has investigated the availability of instructional 
material in teacher education colleges in the state of Maharashtra in India. In the present study, the emphasis was given not only on the 
availability but also focused on the hindrances in using it. 

The purpose of this paper was to study the availability of instructional material & identify the hindrances student teachers, 
and teacher educators of English Education face in their colleges, and to provide suggestions thereof. 

To gather valid data, the researcher designed and crafted a questionnaire for teacher educators and student-teachers of 
English education and principals of teacher education colleges to understand the availability of instructional material and the 
hindrances. Subsequently, for gathering in-depth information on this topic, the researcher interviewed Subject Experts of English 
Subject by using descriptive survey method and status study.  

In this study, the sample selected for this study was teacher educators of English education from the State of Maharashtra in 
India. After conducting the study, the researcher found very valuable results in identifying the availability of instructional material and 
the hindrances in using it.  
 
Keywords: English Education, Teacher Education, Teacher Educators, Student Teachers, Instructional Material Availability at B.Ed. 
Colleges.  
 
INTRODUCTION 
BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

Teacher education is a global profession that needs to comprehended and analyzed considering its pivotal position within 
education. Professionally, effective teaching is imperative, and also awareness is increasing in our contemporary society as standards 
of learning would be higher in the 21st century than in previous ones. It is expected to keep up to date knowledge and skillsets, both 
general and specific, to be able to survive and be successful in today’s globalized environment.   

 
Education has proven as an important factor in the success of both individuals and nations. Growing evidence demonstrates 

that, among all educational resources, teacher’s abilities are especially critical contributors to student’s learning and consequently the 
success of a nation to advance in its economic, social, and political spheres (Irshad Ahmad Kumar and Shahida Parveen, 2013) 
 
RESEARCH REVIEW 
Significance of Instructional material in teaching learning 

Instructional materials have been defined by various authors in different ways. For example, Obanya (1989) viewed them as 
didactic materials thing which are supposed to make learning and teaching possible. According to Abdullahi (1982), instructional 
materials are materials    or tools locally made or imported that could made tremendous enhancement of lesson impact if intelligently 
used.   Ikerionwu (Isola, 2010) referred   to them as objects or devices, which help the teacher to make a lesson much clearer   to the 
learner.   Instructional    materials   are    also described as concrete    or physical    objects which provide sound, visual or both to the 
sense organs   during   teaching (Agina-obu, 2005).  

 
The significance of Instructional material is applicable to student related to students regarding communication, motivation, 

creativity, arousing previous knowledge, interpretation of educational content, understanding, logical thinking, reasoning, and 
development of different skills, values and attitudes. The Instructional material are defined as the instruments of presentations and 
transmission of the prescribed educational material (Busljeta, 2013). 



 
Cover Page 

  

  
 
DOI: http://ijmer.in.doi./2021/10.12.22 

            

 

ISSN:2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR :7.816(2021); IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journal: VOLUME:10, ISSUE:12(2), December: 2021 

Online Copy of Article Publication Available: www.ijmer.in 
Digital certificate of publication: http://ijmer.in/pdf/e-Certificate%20of%20Publication-IJMER.pdf 

Scopus Review ID: A2B96D3ACF3FEA2A 
Article Received: 2nd December   

 Publication Date:31st December 2021 

 

 
9 

 

According to Abdullahhi (2010), instructional materials are tools locally made or imported that help to facilitate the 
teaching/learning process. Osuala (2010) in his own contribution said it does not only help to motivate and develop interest on the part 
of the student, but also help to bring about an enhance respect for teacher’s knowledge of the subject. 
 

There have been several studies on instructional materials and academic achievement. For instance, Momoh (Isola, 2010), 
conducted research on the effects of instructional resources on students’ performance in West Africa School Certificate Examinations 
(WASCE) in Kwara State. He correlated material resources with academic achievements of students in ten subjects. Data were 
collected from the subject teachers in relation to the resources employed in the teaching. The achievements of students in WASCE for 
the past five years were related to the resources available for teaching each of the subjects. He concluded that material resources have 
a significant effect on student’s achievement in each of the subjects. (Oladejo, Maruff A. (PhD), Olosunde, Gbolagade R. (PhD), 
Ojebisi, Amos O.  & Isola, Olawale M., 2011). 

 
Regardless of the type of teaching and learning resource and bearing in mind the process of teaching and learning, we can 

differentiate between three main phases of its usage. Selection and initial evaluation, presentation and interpretation, & final 
evaluation are three phases stated by Busljeta (2013). 

 
The different perspectives stated above reflects the importance of instructional material in teaching learning process at higher 

education level. Significantly, Teacher education is one of the prominent areas of higher education system in India. 
 
Teacher Education in India 

We all know that teachers are the backbone of the education system. Convincingly, the success of an educational system 
depends on the quality of its teachers and administrators who run it. The quality of school education is an indication of the quality of 
training the teachers received in the teacher training institution. In nutshell, teacher training institutions have an imperative role to play 
in improving the system of education by educating teachers.  

 
“Looking into the reports of the various commissions and polices, it is clearly evident that programme of teacher education 

requires clear scrutiny and improvement, NPE (1986) made it clear that Teacher education is a continuous process, and its in-service 
and pre-service components are inseparable. The new programmes of teacher education emphasize continuing education. To realize 
long awaited expectations, teacher education attained a new status in 1993 when passed National Council for Teacher Education 
(NCTE) act. …. NCTE now performs regulatory and development function of teacher education. It is expected to remain firmly 
committed to colleges of teacher education through its new framework with initiatives towards quality assurance in teacher 
education.” (Shukla, 2004, p.5) 

 
As mentioned earlier an effective teacher education becomes a core medium to ensure high proficiency and quality education. 

At the secondary level of teacher education, the student teachers are introduced to various subject education like Math Education, 
Science Education, History Education, Geography Education, and English Education. 

 
This research study is specifically oriented on English teacher educators. So next chapter covers the factors comprised of the 

English education system. 
 

English Education System 
Broadly, the teaching of English teacher educators is influenced by different components and subcomponents of the English 

education system.  
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These components are interrelated with each other and are shown in the following diagram 1.1. 

 
 
Institutional factors - Considering the scope of this research study, other factors except instructional material are excluded from this 
section. Fundamentally, Instructional material is an aspect of the Institutional Factor which influences everyday teaching style and the 
outcome. Predominantly, instructional material has an extensive range of devices and equipment those can be used by English teacher 
educator for effective and valuable teaching. An English language laboratory and ICT appliances are the crucial components of 
instructional material. Conversely, to obtain the full benefits of ICTs in learning, teacher teachers should have basic ICT skills and 
competencies. Teacher educators, provided with technology infrastructure may demonstrate continual growth in their skill with ICTs 
and knowledge within education. Effective teaching is possible only with the appropriate instructional material, making the teaching-
learning process simpler for the teacher educators and pupil teachers; particularly, technological instructional material is an innovative 
approach. 
 

Hemchand (2008) stated about condition of work as “Good conditions of work play a significant role in attracting and 
retaining the right type of persons in the teaching profession and enabling them to function efficiently. The working conditions include 
teacher’s salary and benefits, essential facilities in the school, teacher’s work load, method of recruitment, availability of teaching and 
non-teaching materials and opportunities for promotion.” (p.83) 
 
BACKGROUND OF THEORY 
H. Douglas Brown's cognitive principles of Language (Brown, 2000) 
“1. Principle of automaticity - Efficient second language learning involves a timely movement of the control of a few language 
forms into the automatic processing of a relatively unlimited number of language forms. Overanalyzing language, thinking too much 
about its forms, and consciously lingering on rules of language all tend to impede this graduation to automaticity. 
2. Meaningful learning - Meaningful learning will lead toward better long-term retention than rote learning. 
3. The anticipation of reward - Human beings are universally driven to act, or "behave," by the anticipation of some sort of reward-
tangible or intangible, short term or long term that will ensue as a result of the behavior. 
4. The Intrinsic Motivation Principle - The most powerful rewards are those that are intrinsically motivated within the learner. 
Because the behavior stems from needs, wants, or desires within oneself, the behavior itself is self-rewarding; therefore, no externally 
administered reward is necessary at all. 
5. Strategic investment - Successful mastery of the second language will be due to a large extent to a learner's own personal 
"investment" of time, effort, and attention to the second language in the form of an individualized battery of strategies for 
comprehending and producing the language.” (Brown, 2000, p.55) 
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Relation of above theory with the present study  
According to the principle of automaticity, a learner needs to have mastery over the English language for automatic 

processing of language structure. Lack of automaticity may bring barriers to gaining command over the English language. The 
principle applies to the present study in terms of the English content knowledge of pupil teachers. While learning a foreign language, 
usually the pupil teachers take the support of mother tongue. Also, they think too much while constructing English sentences, using 
proper tenses while speaking and writing English. And in such a situation, they may commit mistakes because of mingling their 
mother tongue with a foreign language. This represents the loss of automaticity of English which may result in the lack of English 
content knowledge. This lack of English content knowledge of the pupil teachers causes the problem to the teacher educators of 
English which negatively may affect the proper implementation of the curriculum. 

 
The principle of meaningful learning is nothing but a key to success for having mastery of the English language. To the 

present study, this principle applies on the part of pupil teachers and teacher educators of English methodology as meaningful learning 
lasts long-term. 

 
If the pupil teachers learn rules of the English language holistically then the knowledge leads towards better long-term 

retention. With strong long-term retention of concepts, diminishes the like hood of committing mistakes in writing their practical work 
and in speaking while delivering a lesson. 

 
This has a great impact on the teacher educators of English in implementing the curriculum. 

 
The principle of meaningful learning also applies to the teacher educators in keeping self-updated with the time. With time, 

teacher educators need to learn innovative methods, techniques, approaches, good command of the English language, attainment of 
ICT skills, and new trends in education meaningfully so that it will help in implementing the curriculum effectively.    

  
The principle of anticipation of rewards applies to the present study. As this study deals with the educational problems of 

English teacher educators; the researcher focused also on the institutional factors influencing them. If the teacher educators bestowed 
with tangible and intangible rewards like motivation for academic and professional development, encouragement for further studies, 
freedom of express views, availability of modern instructional material, performance-based incentives, and opportunities for 
promotion; then it would result in the motivation to them to work efficiently while implementing the curriculum. 

 
The principle of intrinsic motivation within the learner is itself a powerful reward. This principle applies to the pupil teachers 

in terms of gaining mastery over the English language. If it is present within them, then less chance of committing mistakes in fourfold 
skills of the English language. 

 
As well the intrinsic motivation plays an important role for teacher educators in academic and professional growth. 
 
The principle of strategic investment also applies to the present study, pupil teachers should invest the time, effort, and 

attention to the English language in a constructive way so that they gain command of it which will be beneficial in carrying out the 
curricular activities. 

 
The above discussion shows the relationship between the principles of H. Douglas Brown’s cognitive principles of language and the 
present study.         
 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM  

The present research study was an endeavor to study the various issues faced by the teacher educators of English. To identify 
those, the study aimed to investigate the status of availability of instructional material like English language laboratory, ICT facilities, 
& library facilities; also investigated the status of instructional material & condition of work and hindrances in using it in Teacher 
Education Colleges in Maharashtra State and the suggestions thereof given by the Subject Experts to improve the situation. 
 
CONCEPTUAL DEFINITIONS  
Instructional material – They are the tools used in educational lessons, which includes active learning and assessment. 
Hindrances The state of being hindered 
Teacher Education College: Refers to the policies, procedures, and provision designed to equip teachers with the knowledge, 
attitudes, behaviors, and skills they require to perform their tasks effectively in the classroom, school, and wider community.  
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OPERATIONAL DEFINITIONS  
Instructional material: Teaching learning materials including animate and inanimate objects and human and non-human resources 
that a teacher educator uses in teaching and learning situations of English Education to help student teachers achieve desired learning 
objectives.  
Hindrances: The problem teacher educators encounter related to inadequate teaching and learning materials in classroom  
Teacher Education College: Secondary Teacher training colleges in Maharashtra region in India 
 
NEED OF THE STUDY  

We all know that the academic and professional standards of teachers constitute a critical component of the essential learning 
conditions for achieving the educational goals of a nation. The focus of teacher preparation had to shift from training to education if it 
had to make a positive influence on the quality of curriculum transaction in classrooms and thereby pupil learning and the larger social 
transformation. The aspects that need greater emphasis are; the length of academic preparation, the level and quality of subject matter 
knowledge, the repertoire of pedagogical skills that teachers possess to meet the needs of diverse learning situations, the degree of 
commitment to the profession, sensitivity to contemporary issues and problems and the level of motivation. Instructional materials 
develop a continuity of thought, this is especially true of motion pictures, as they provide experiences not, easily obtained through 
other materials and contribute to the efficiency, department and variety of learning. (Samuel w. Amadioha, 2009). 

 
Challenges of Teacher Education in Globalization 

A growing challenge in education is, establishing and implementing strategies to develop the skills and knowledge necessary 
for the teacher to essentially use technology as instruction tool. The extent to which teacher is prepared to blend technology into 
curriculum and instruction is major contextual factor. 
 
IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY  
1. It has importance in exploring various educational problems of teacher educators of English Education.  
2. This study has identified the status of availability of instructional materials and hindrances teacher educators of English education 
face while using it. It is useful in understanding the need of instructional materials in classroom for student teachers. 
 
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY  
1. To find out the availability of instructional material and the hindrances in using instructional material. 
2. To provide suggestions to use the relevant instructional material related to English Education. 
 
ASSUMPTIONS  
Instructional material is the device to strengthen the teacher in difficult situations. (Pawar, 2004)  
 
RESEARCH QUESTION  
1. What is the status of Availability of instructional material in Teacher Education Colleges in Maharashtra State of India? 
2. What are the hindrances teacher educators face in using it in the classroom? 
 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY  
Method of Research: Descriptive research (quantitative) was adopted in the present study.  
 

Status study and survey study was done in the present study. Singh and Bajpai (2008) elaborated it as, “Descriptive research 
(quantitative) use quantitative methods to describe what is, describing, recording, analyzing, and interpreting conditions that exist. It 
involves some types of comparison or contrast and at tempts to discover relationships between existing non-manipulated variables. 
Some form of statistical analysis is used to describe the results of the study.” (p.52)  

 
Similarly, the researcher used descriptive (quantitative) research method for the present study to describe systematically the 

present situation of educational problems of English teacher educators by collecting data from sampling elements. The survey method 
was adopted for data collection from sampling elements i.e., teacher educators & pupil teachers of English education and principals 
with the help of various research tools like questionnaires, checklist, interview etc. Survey method is a systematic technique for 
gathering information from a sample of entities for the purpose of constructing quantitative representation of the attributes of a larger 
population. Particularly survey method is very useful when a researcher desires to collect on phenomena that can’t be directly 
observed. Consequently, large samples are feasible, making the results statistically significant even when analyzing multiple variables.  
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Population  
Teacher Educators of English education from secondary teacher training colleges in Maharashtra State of India 

 
Sample  

Teacher Educators of English education were selected to be surveyed by stratified random method of secondary teacher 
training colleges in the State of Maharashtra. The researcher applied stratified random sampling for selection. And next section 
explains stratified random sampling method briefly.  

 
Sampling Method  

Stratified Random Sampling method was chosen to collect significant data from targeted population in the present study. The 
list of secondary teacher education colleges was retrieved from the web portals of MKCL and Maharashtra Vinaanudan Adhyapak 
Mahavidyalaya Sansthachalak Association. For the process of data collection, teacher educators of English were classified as per the 
university their colleges were affiliated to and samples were collected from each university covering rural and urban area. The samples 
were collected equally from each stratum.  

 
Sample Size  

100 teacher educators of English education selected for the study  
 
Sample Characteristics: Regions of Maharashtra were kept in mind while selecting the Samples. Pune Region, Konkan Region, 
Vidarbha Region and Marathwada Region. 
 
DATA COLLECTION TOOLS 

For data collection the researcher had questionnaire to teacher educators of English education, questionnaire to informants 
like student teachers & principals & Interview to Expert as tools to collect information. All these tools were selected relevant to the 
objectives of the research. 
 
Research tools used in this study 

Sr. No. Tools Information collected from Objectives 

1 Questionnaire Teacher educators of English education Objective no. 1 
2 Interview Subject Expert Objective no. 2 

 
DATA ANALYSIS & INTERPRETATION  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Observation & Interpretation 

Table 1.1 shows, 87% of teacher educators had essential instructional material available in their B.Ed. colleges; whereas 4% 
of teacher educators pointed non-availability of essential instructional material. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 1.1 Availability of Essential Instructional Material N=100 
Sr. No. Response Type No. of Teacher Educators Percentage 

1 Yes 87 87.00 % 

2 No 4 4.00 % 
3 No Answer 9 9.00 % 
 Total 100 100.00 % 

Table 1.2 Availability of Instructional Material N=100 
Sr. No. Response Type No. of Teacher Educators  Percentage 
1 0 to 5 3  3.00 % 
2 6 to 10 20   20.00 % 
3 11 to 15   49   49.00 % 
4 16 to 20   16  16.00 % 
5 20onwards   4   4.00 % 
6 No Answer 8   8.00 % 
  Total  100   100.00 % 
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Observation & Interpretation- 
Table 1.2 portrays, satisfactory picture as far as availability of instructional material is concerned. 49% of teacher educators 

agreed that they had 11 to 15 different instructional materials available in their individual colleges. And the least number on table was 
3% of teacher educators with 0 to 5 instructional materials. 

 
Bar chart 1.3 

 
Observation & Interpretation 

Bar Chart 1.3 exhibits gratifying situation that 72% of teacher educators accepted that all instructional material those were 
available in a college were in working condition. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Observation & Interpretation- 

The above table shows, the teacher educators articulated that major hindrance about instructional material was Lack of 
electricity (37.16%). And Lack of adequacy (4.05%) was the least distressing hindrance related to instructional material 
 
DATA ANALYSIS & INTERPRETATION BASED ON SUBJECT EXPERTS INTERVIEW  

According to Dr. Mrs. Vartak Lalita and Dr. Tapkeer Datattraya, teaching aids, books on English language teaching, good 
dictionaries, technological materials are essential for an effective teaching-learning process. Dr. Mrs. Phatak Smita, Mrs. Shaikh 
Shahin, Prof. Kesharkar krisha and. Mrs. Pawar V.U. believed that LCD, computers, CD, audio cassettes are the best examples of 
modern instructional material and those should be easily available in every B.Ed. college in this modern era. Dr. Jagpat Anupama and 
Mrs. Pawar Shobha were of opinion that the English language laboratory is essential for teaching-learning of English. Prof. Gurabe 
Mahohar said that a Linguaphone set must be available, as it expands English language skills, vocabulary, and listening 
comprehension. Prof. Rajput Kesharsingh, Dr. Mrs. Harichandan Swarnalata, and Dr. Mrs. Tidke Sangeeta indicated equal importance 
for the traditional and modern instructional materials like the internet, OHP, pictures, English newspaper, English novels, current 
affair magazine, LCD. Dr. Rajhans S.S. emphasized charts of structure which is traditional material still not available in most of B.Ed. 

Table 1.4 Major hindrance about instructional material N=100 
Sr.  No. Response Type Frequency Percentage 

1 Broken condition 11 7.43 % 

2 Lack of knowledge of use 11 7.43 % 
3 Lack of electricity 55 37.16 % 

4 Lack of modern instructional material 31 20.95 % 

5 Lack of adequacy  6 4.05 % 

6 Lack of fund 21 14.19 % 

7 Other 2 1.35 % 

8 None 11 7 % 

 Total 148 100.00 % 
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colleges which are essential for gaining mastery over English subject.Prof. Paithankar Sanjiwani conveyed that B.Ed. Colleges should 
encourage referring British council material to learn about the latest trend in English teaching methodology and current practices. 

 
INTERPRETATION  

All experts were of standpoint that along with availability of traditional instructional materials, modern instructional 
materials also have equal significance. These modern instructional materials facilitate teacher educators in ensuring superior standards 
of teaching in age of globalization, one can update knowledge of pupil teachers as well his own. According to all the experts, teacher 
education colleges should take initiative in providing all the essential instructional material as well as in solving hindrances in using 
these materials. 

 
MAJOR FINDINGS  
Objective 1 - To find out the availability of instructional material and the hindrances in using instructional material. 

1. Situation of availability of instructional material was satisfactory; however, most of them were traditional. It shows less 
awareness about modern instructional materials in B.Ed. colleges. 

2. Lack of modern instructional material and electricity were more criticized aspects by pupil teachers, teacher educators and 
principals. 

3. Found lack of quality infrastructure which is required for smooth functioning of teaching learning program like English 
Language laboratory. Unfortunately, it is not available in most of B.Ed. colleges. 

4. It was uniformly accepted by the principals that they face hindrances in making instructional material available due to lack of 
funds, unavailability of Instructional material in rural area, and lack of electricity. 

5. Interestingly, Cordial relationship between teacher educators, principals and pupil teachers was found as hindrances of 
instructional material were mostly addressed by the teacher educators and principals if those were informed. 

6. It is gratifying to note that pupil teachers, teacher educators considered appropriate use of instructional material according to 
the content before actual teaching. 

7. It was uniformly accepted by pupil teachers that their teacher educators used instructional material in a class for effective 
teaching. 

8. Unfortunately, it was found that the teacher educators did not prefer modern instructional material. 
 
Objective 2: To provide suggestions to use the relevant instructional material related to English Education. 

1. According to experts, the role of modern instructional material like LCD projector, computers, CDs & CD player, Linguaphone 
sets, OHP should be considered and these should be made available in every B.Ed. College to make teaching and learning 
process effective. 
 
The above conclusions indicate less awareness about modern instructional material. Lack of electricity, lack of funds, and 

unavailability of instructional material in rural areas were highlighted issues. An English language laboratory was not available in 
most of the B.Ed. colleges although it plays an immense role in teaching & learning of English education. The researcher thinks that 
measures for the above problems need to be taken to enhance the quality of teacher education by making modern instructional material 
available adequately.  

 
During this research study it was observed that instructional material related to English education was not available 

adequately and Student-Teachers & Teacher Educators faced many problems while using it. And categorically, this leads to problems 
for teacher educators of English education. As a way forward, the measures for the above problems need to be taken to enhance the 
quality of teacher education by making modern instructional material available adequately along with training for using it. 
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