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Abstract 

Ancient South Indian History is more interesting to study. Also, the origin and development of the Jains who, in times past, 
profoundly influenced the political, religious and literary institutions of South India is quite important. The Ancient History of India 
enough materials to construct a true and authentic account of the early Jain sector. And special value and importance to us are the 
elaborate articles and authentic notices of the Jains from the pen of eminent scholars like Colebrook, Weber and Buhler. This article 
states about the vital role of Jainism in South India. 

 
Keywords: South India, Jainism, Jain beds, Jain temples, Ancient History. 
 
Introduction 

As a religious institution and place of worship, the temple in India has had a hoary past. It has had a varied growth in 
different parts of the subcontinent. This was according to the local needs and creedal requirements or exchange of thoughts and ideas. 
The organized religious, Hinduism, Jainism and Buddhism, did, in their early stages of growth, spread into the southern peninsula 
across the Vindhyan mountains and forests, because of their own vitality, in successive waves, merging into the religions of the south 
which had viable cultures, social patterns, traditions and religious beliefs of their own. The expression of forms of architecture and 
sculpture through the permanent medium of stone, adopted earlier by the Buddhists, then by the Hindus and the Jains. The monuments 
give us a fairly good idea of what the contemporary religious architecture and sculpture in general was. 

 
From the sixth and seventh centuries A.D., the Hindus and Jains of the south adopted the stone medium, and started 

excavating rock-cut cave-temples. Carving out rock-cut monolithic temple forms, and ultimately building them of stone. We have a 
long series of such stone temple created in close succession and extending uninterruptedly through the past thirteen centuries, 
surviving in their thousands all over the peninsula, more to the far south where most of them are still in use.  

 
The early Hindu and Jain temples came into being under the royal patronage of the rulers of the three great empires of the 

south-the Chalukyas, the Pallavas and the Pandyas. This was soon caught up by the nobility, the mercantile corporations and the 
agricultural trade, and artisan guilds that flourished during those times. The result was that every village and town of the south has had 
a chain of temples, great and small. Thus, South Inia came to be known as the land of temples. The temple was documented by their 
own expressive and detail inscriptions. Temples from the Chola times (ninth-tenth centuries) became the very hub of the rural and 
urban life in all its aspects-religious, cultural, social, economic and educational and thus became the source of all that was best in 
architecture, sculpture and other arts. 

 
The Hindu temples to a greater extent and the Jain ones to a lesser extent predominating. The Jains had by then established 

their sangams at Madurai. The Digambara persuasion had centered principally in Shravanabelagola in Mysore. And branches radiated 
into Andhra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala. 

 
Jainism 

Vardhamana Mahavira was born in 599 B.C. at Kundagrama near Vaishali. In the thirteenth year of his asceticism, he 
acquired the highest knowledge and came to be known as Jaina means the conqueror and Mahavira means great hero. Jainism is about 
simple living and non-violence (Ahimsa). Jainism is a way of life based on the teachings of 24 Tirthankaras, of whom Lord Mahavira 
was the last and most prominent. Rishabha was the first Tirthankara and Parshvanath the penultimate or the twenty third. The word 
Tirthankara signifies the founder of a tirtha which means a fordable passage across the sea of interminable births and deaths (called 
samsara). Tirthankaras are variously called “Teaching Gods”, “Ford-Makers”, “Crossing Makers” and Makers of the River-Crossing. 

 
 Magadha rulers Bimbisara and Ajatashatru were influenced by his teachings. The three principles of Jainism, also known as 

Tri-ratnas, are Right faith, Right knowledge and Right action. In North India, this new faith was patronised by rulers such as Dhana 
Nanda, Chadragupta Maurya and Kharavela. A number of followers of Jainism accompanied them and they settled down in 
Karnataka. The statue of Bahubali known as Gomateswara, 57 feet at Shravanabelgola in Karnataka is the tallest Jaina statue ever 
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carved out in India. Jainism split into two branches, the Digambaras and the Svetambaras. Jainism was one of the major faiths in the 
Tamil region during the 7th century AD. The Pallava king Mahendravarman was a Jain. Under the influence of Appar he got 
converted to Saivism. Close to the present town of Kanchi there is a place called Jaina Kanchi has many Jain temples. One of the most 
important temples is the Thiruparuthikundram temple, where the ceiling is painted with the life story of Mahavira. 

 
Jainism seems to have had more congenial homes in the Karnataka, Tamilnadu and Kerala areas. In their plans their religious 

structures, particularly their temples, did not differ much from those of the Hindus, a feature that has persisted through the centuries to 
the present day. The credal difference was marked only by the gods or objects that were installed for worship and their appropriate 
symbols formed the decorative elements of such temples. 

 
Places of worship were also excavated into the softer rocks on the Eastern Ghats, lying in the northern coastal districts of 

Andhra and the southern districts of Orissa, as in Guntupalle and Sankaram, both cut-in and cut-out, the examples in Orissa being the 
Jain caves of Khandagiri and Udayagiri. The choice of this area was due to the fact that the softer trap rocks were more easy to work 
on than the hard granites or gneisses. 

 
The inauguration of this mode of rock-cut temples for the Hindu and Jain Gods commenced with the coming to power of 

three great empires in the peninsula the Chalukyas of Vatapi (Badami) in the Deccan region, with their collateral branch of the 
Chalukyas of Vengi (or the Eatern Chalukyas) on coastal Andhra, the Pallavas of Kanchi on the eastern coast, and the Pandyas of 
Madurai in the far south. These three powerful kingdoms were not only political rivals, but were also close competitors in the 
patronage of art, architecture and literature. 

 
The three centuries covering the rock-cut phase in the Hindu and Jain temple architecture coincided also with the great 

revivalist movements of the Hindus and the continuing hold of the Jain sects on some sections of the people. With the commencement 
of the seventh century, and in the wake of the revivalist movements of the Hindus great changes were wrought and the bhakti cult 
developed. In the Tamil land the Saiva and Vaishnava hymnistsaints, the Nayanmars and the Alvars became wedded to the Vedic 
traditions and traversed the whole area visiting shrines, singing hundreds of devotional hymns in Tamil and rousing the people. This 
also resulted in the reformation of the extremist Saiva creeds of the Kala Mukhas, Pasupatas, Mahesvaras, Saktas and the like, it 
limited the strong hold that Jainism had on the people. Jainism had all along been having a great hold on the Telugu and Kannada 
regions as a result of the patronage it received from the kings and the rich mercantile groups. The Kannada area continued to be the 
centre of South Indian Jainism from where the various guchchhas branched out into the Tamil and Telugu areas. 

 
The well-known rock-cut cave-temple at Sittannavasal in the Pudukkottai area (Tiruchirapalli district), containing the 

celebrated early mural paintings in fresco, is an example of a Jain cave-temple of the eighth-ninth centuries. This, according to a long 
verse inscription associated with it, was re-embellished by a certain Ilan Gautaman alias Madurai Asiriyan and a structural mukha-
mandapa added in front, all in the reign of Avanipasekhara Sri Vallabha Pandya (c. 815-862). This contains bas-relief Jain tirthankara 
sculptures on the hind wall of the shrine and in the niches on the lateral walls of the mandapa in front. This cave-temple is a typical 
Pandya version of a Mahendra-style cave-temple, with the facade pillars carrying taranga corbels. 

 
Jain beds and Jain temples of Western districts of Tamilnadu 

There are three 2nd century C.E. Jain engravings in Arachalur, Erode district. This might be the second Jain centre in 
Kongunadu followed by Vijayamangalam. The Alangadu, Tirupur Jain Temple is dedicated to Lord Adinath, the 24th Jain Thirthankar. 
Around 1100 years old Jain temple is found in Alathoor village, Tirupur. The Vijayamangalam Jain temple inscription talks of the 
beauty of Perunkathai. This temple was built in 678 C.E. These are the evidence of the Jain architecture in the western districts of 
Tamil Nādu. 

 
Conclusion 

Indian Temples were not only the place of worship, but they were the place of education and cultural activities of the society. 
Temples describe the culture and heritage of our country. South Indian temple architecture, sculpture and iconography may be said to 
have a great share in this. This piece of writing is useful to understand the special values of Jainism in South India. 
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