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Abstract 

India is a land of villages. The country cannot think of any development unless the development of 6,00,000 villages (as per 
Government report 2020) takes place. India lives in villages where 74 percent of her population lives. Thus, the development of villages 
is a pre-condition for balanced economic development. Inspite of several efforts made for promoting the development of rural poor 
through a number of programmes, the conditions of the people have remained by and large static and the number of rural poor is 
alarmingly large. Nearly forty percent of our population live in absolute poverty. The number is estimated to be over 31 crores. The 
main causes for this are un-employment and under employment. Therefore, the need of the hour is sound organisation and efficient 
management of rural development programmes. This research paper to be discussed “Development Programmes in Andhra Pradesh 
with the special reference to Implementation of IKP Programme”. 
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Introduction 
Statement of the Problem 

“Sustainable Development requires human, ingenunity people are the most importance resources.” 
Prof. Dan Shecktman 

       Noble Laureate  
 
Seventy years have passed by since the country became free and the relevance of Gandhiji's clarion call for rural development 

has not ceased. Despite the rapid urbanisation that has been taking place, majority of the country's population are still living in the 
villages. 

 
According to the 1991 census, 74 per cent of population lives in villages. There are over 5,75,000 villages while there are not 

more than 4,700 cities and towns in the country. Besides, the incidence of poverty in India is much more severe in the villages than in 
the towns. Nearly 40 percent of the rural population is estimated to live below the poverty line against a much lower percentage in urban 
areas. 

 
Rural India and agriculture are nearly synonymous, for most of the people in villages are agriculturists or depend on agriculture 

for their livelihood. Though 75 percent of India's population lives on agriculture, the latter contributes to 40.9% of the country's GNP, 
which calls for efforts to improve it. An average agriculturist in India is a marginal former tilling a piece of land of the size between 0.5 
and 1 hectare: about 50% of the landholdings are classified as marginal forms whereas only 4% are large, that is, over 10 hectares. The 
smallness of the farm itself is a constraint on rural growth. 

 
Thus, Rural Development is necessary not only because an over whelming majority of the population lives in villages but also 

because the development of rural activities is essential to accelerate the pace of overall economic development of the country. Rural 
development has assumed greater importance in India today than in the earlier period in the process of the development of the country. 
It is a strategy package seeking to achieve enhanced rural production and productivity, greater socio-economic equality, a spatial balance 
in social and economic development. The primary task is to mitigate the hunger of about 70 per cent of the rural population and to 
provide adequate nutritious food to them. Adequate provision of clothing and footwear, a clean house in a clean environment, medical 
care, recreational facility, education and transport and communication will occupy next place. 

 
       The Government has initiated a number of programmes to solve the chronic problems of villages in India. Even then nearly 40 per 
cent of the people who are living below the poverty line in rural areas has not been brought down to expected levels. 
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              In the rural urban dichotomy in India, the urban areas have always been favoured. The rural areas have no civic amenities and 
comforts. A child in a rural area grows up under a load of accumulated deprivations. The infrastructural facilities are mostly concentrated 
in the bigger cities, and the rural areas are singularly devoid of them. As a result, the people from villages are migrating in large numbers 
to the cities in search for better conditions of life. 
 

The rural socio-economic pyramid ought to be reasonably comparable with the urban one. It does not require much effort. 
Studies establish that horizontal divisions are less sharp in the case of rural society. Even more important is the fact that the total height 
of the pyramid is much lower, i.e., the rural society does not have equivalences of the top upper middle or even middle ranks of urban 
society. The fact is that the top echelons of the rural society would be equivalent to the lower middle levels of urban society. This 
introduces a dangerous imbalance in the polity. As a result, villages are becoming duller and duller and unsuitable for the pursuit of the 
careers and professions. 

 
  The overcrowding in cities should be an eye opener to the national policy-makers. The source of many of the urban problems 

lies in the improvement of life in the rural sector. Indeed, the only alternative to extreme pressure on bigger cities and their strained 
infrastructure, is to develop rural areas. 
   

Rural Development has been one of the most formidable and fundamental aspects of India's developmental efforts. The concept 
of rural development since 1970's has undergone a change and has become more comprehensive. The World Bank defines rural 
development as "a strategy designed to improve the economic and social life of specific group of people". 
 
      Rural development as a broader concept is concerned with the development of the rural economy as a whole. It is a holistic 
concept rather than a sequential one. It is equally concerned with rural poverty, unemployment, the development of infrastructure like 
roads, transport, power, insurance and banking, development of cottage industries, encouraging traditional crafts and industries, 
providing decent cheap houses for the rural poor and the depressed classes³. 
 
         Since 1980, new approaches and programmes have been devised to deal with mass poverty and unemployment. The programmes 
have been specially focused towards specific backward areas and deprived groups like agricultural labourers, freed bonded labourers, 
small and marginal farmers, artisans. Scheduled castes and Scheduled tribes etc. In short, they seek mitigation and redressal of acute 
poverty. 
 
             However, the Rural development has to be understood in a broader sense, to cover increased production, the creation of a 
hygienic and sound environment and continued happiness of the people living in rural areas. 
           Since the seventies the concept of rural development has become more confirming in its interpretation. The World Bank boldly 
marks such shift in emphasis and defines rural development as a strategy designed to improve the economic and social life of a specific 
group of people the rural poor. 
 
        The rural development is a strategy to bring about improvement in the economic and social life of precisely this group of people 
the rural poor. "The alleviation of rural poverty was the prime objective of the sixth plan"7. The Eighth Five Year Plan reiterates the 
same objective: The recent five-year plans have emphasised the importance of the direct anti-poverty programmes. This is a highly 
relevant approach and the Eighth plan should continue with this approach, even though the specific nature and contents of the anti-
poverty programmes may need certain modifications for a more effective direct attack on poverty". 

 
The rural development programmes occupy a significant position in our economic planning as without uplifting the rural masses 

we cannot accelerate the overall economic development.  Therefore, rural development should find its rightful place not only in economic 
planning but also in the deliberations and studies. It should receive the attention of intellectuals and social scientists to sharpen focus or 
to evaluate performance with regard to a programme. However, the success of the programme depends ultimately on the desire for the 
development, the direction in which the process takes, and the momentum it gathers. This intern will depend upon the will of the people, 
and harassing the energies of the people, especially the rural people. Various institutions working for rural development can help in 
harnessing the energies of the rural people. 

 
In this connection rural development, the strategies are important to bring changes in rural life and which lead to raise capacity 

of villages by creating additional employment opportunity and thus, increasing their income. Thus, rural development strategies are 
designed to bring about change and development in the lives of the rural people. In early years rural the development was considered 
only as the growth of agriculture and its allied sectors. Over the years the rural development has emerged as a strategy designed to 
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improve economic and social life of rural people in general and specific group of rural people in particular. Thus, rural development 
today is holistic in approach. 

 
Various Social Developmental Activities 

The independent India had formulated several schemes and implemented under five-year plans for developing rural areas. The 
rural development policy which was reflected in various developmental programmes formulated since the beginning of the planning has 
undergone change from time to time. The approaches adopted for rural development were classified as community development 
approach, people’s participation approach, area approach, target group approach, employment approach, minimum needs approach, 
Integrated rural development approach. Inspite of five decades of planning for the all-round development, the influence of rural poverty 
continues unabated. Most of these schemes have been of little success as they were conceived in isolation and implemented haphazardly. 
Perhaps the only exception was the community development programme which was very comprehensive in nature and attempted to 
bring about a complete socio-economic transformation in rural life. However, it was not an integrated developmental plan. 

 
Community Development Programmes – Implementation of IKP Programme 

The initial expectation when the Indira Kranthi Patham was introduced was that the community development programme would 
bring about rural development of the area covered by each block. But this did not happen. The Community Development Programme 
was supplemented by National Employment Scheme. The Indira Kranthi Patham is the method and National Employment Scheme is 
the agency. The consensus among main evaluation studies was that the Community Development Programme failed mainly because, no 
attempt was made to integrate the development process within rural area. The other major problems were  

(1)  the activities to be covered by the programme were too many and the finances were limited  
(2)  no coordination between development agencies  
(3)  no people’s participation in the decision making.  

 
Thus, the failure of the Community Development Programme led to the introduction of Panchayati Raj System in which the 

responsibility for the implementation of rural development programmes was handed over to the Panchayat Raj bodies. As both the 
political and administrative agencies involved in the programme did not want to share the power, this was relegated to back ground as 
a result which they have become dependent on government more and more. 
 
Achievements for IKP 

The Area development was the approach adopted initially for the rural development. The Area Development Programme 
created the scope to engage several Voluntary agencies in the country in the development of backward areas with special emphasis on 
weaker sections. Thus, the emphasis was shifted to area development with the formulation of Intensive Agricultural Area Programme, 
Drought Prone Area Programme, Command Area Development Programme. 
 

The impact of the Intensive Agricultural Area Programme on district was quite satisfactory as there was a significant increase 
in the yield from the agriculture. But as regards the supply of inputs there were several objections from the side of the administration. 

 
The Intensive Agricultural Area Programme made a significant contribution to increase the production. However, there is a 

criticism that the programme helped mostly the rich farmers. 
 
The Drought Prone Area Programme was a major programme started in drought prone area for the benefit for the all-around 

development of areas which are prone to drought. The Drought Prone Area Programme was intended to increase the opportunities in 
dry farming and cropping. However, there is also a criticism that it could not achieve much progress. 

 
The Command Area Development Programme is another programme which was intended to make use of irrigation potential 

in a scientific way. But there is a criticism that the programmed resulted in converting the rich farmers richer and it has neglected the 
poor completely. 
 
Implementation of Programmes in Andhra Pradesh 

Rural Development programme aimed at the development of a particular target groups. The programmes were designed in such 
a way that they cover the programmes concerning a particular group However, there was a criticism against the programmes that they 
covered only some sections of the people. The other criticisms were (1) lack of co-ordination among different departments of the 
government (2) inadequacy of credit (3) lack of staff of its own at the field level. 
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As the programmes could not achieve much, the focus was shifted to the problem of employment. The programmes like crash 
scheme for Rural Employment and Food for work programme in Fifth Plan and National Rural Employment Programme. Rural Landless 
Employment Guarantee Progarmme, Training of Rural Youth for Self-Employment in the Sixth Plan periods were started. The 
programmes had to face the criticism from both clientele and also the people who had evaluated the programmes on two points.  

(1) There was no coordination between the programmes implemented.  
(2) The trainers were not available insufficient numbers. Even among the trainers who were available they were not trained to 

the extent required to hold the job. 
 
         The minimum needs programme in another programme which emphasised the need for providing minimum social services rural 
areas like health, education, water supply, road, rural electrification etc. 
 
Important of Welfare Measures 

Though the rural development was considered synonymous with the growth of agriculture and allied sectors in the beginning 
it has emerged over the years, as a strategy designed to improve economic and social life of a specific group of the people of rural areas. 
Thus, the rural development strategies include set of goods, operational processes, terminal objectives and structural arrangements 
designed to bring about development in the lives of rural people. The rural development is a continuous process. 

 
Thus, different rural development programmes which were formulated to attack the rural poverty could not benefit the 

economically weaker sections of the society to any appreciable extent as they were inadequately financed and in efficiently coordinated. 
The integrated approach which was lacking in other rural development programmes could be provided in the Integrated Rural 
Development Programme. Such was the need for interrogated approach which could be seen in integrated Rural Development 
Programme.  

 
Summing Up 

Some programmes are of general nature concerning all rural development programmes are specifically meant for rural people. 
The family welfare and rural sanitation which are the programmes concerned with all the communities come under the programmes of 
general nature. There are some women welfare production, marketing and management. They also felt that there is a need to be organised 
for collective actions. 

 
Thus, the seriousness about integration of poor in the developmental programmes started in 1980, with the Sixth Five Year 

Plan, after the report on the status of women was published and information was made available about the inadequate focus on women 
by the earlier plans. The major thought of the Sixth Five Year Plan was economic upliftment of downtrodden through greater 
opportunities for employment, imparting new skills and upgrading existing skills, which was absent in earlier schemes. 
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