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Abstract 

Children conflict with law is the term used to describe the criminal acts of the criminal offenders who are not major. This 
research aims to explore the educational background of the delinquents along with the family background and their economic status 
which affects the juveniles or which results in the crime among juveniles. The present study leads that the low income of the family, 
lack of parental supervision on their children and negative influence of the peer groups or the surroundings, these are the main cause 
which is leading to the rise in this trend of delinquency.  
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Introduction 

 Child is born guiltless but their circumstance that forces him/her to do crimes and to curb their involvement in crime; they 
need proper supervision, guardianship, quality education and attention. Family plays an important role in upbringing of children as it 
can be seen that those children who are living under nuclear family are more prone to crime in comparison to the joint family and the 
reason behind this is that due to lack of supervision, they opt different methods to overcome their desires and due to lack of maturity 
they are not able judge good or bad. Once they are able to achieve their needs by such methods, it becomes their habit.  

 
As per the data of National Records Bureau 2019, of the total juveniles apprehended were 38,685 juveniles and the majority of 

crime committed by them was Rape, Murder, Theft, Robbery, Burglary, Culpable homicide not amounting murder, attempt to murder, 
kidnapping and abduction. Hence, the Positive development is important for growth of child; it implies that it is the proper guidance and 
care of parents and guardians which helps them to figure out the difference between wrong and right. Majority of juveniles involved in 
criminal activities belongs to the State of Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, 
Gujarat, Delhi, Bihar, Jharkhand and Haryana. 

 
Therefore, it is important to understand the concept of children conflict with law and the conditions giving birth to the high rate 

of crime by juveniles. Despite of various Juvenile homes and youth development programs launched for their development and to curb 
the crime the crimes among juveniles are raising at an alarming rate.  

 
The term Juvenile originally derived from the Latin word “Jevons” which means young while the term delinquency has been 

derived from the Latin word “Delinquer” which means to omit but presently this word stands for those children who are indulge in 
wrongful and harmful activities. Historical development of Juvenile justice Regime in India Prior to 1850 there was no such legislation 
enacted to look after the cases related to juveniles. In 1850, the first legislation was passed in form of Apprentice Act; this act constitutes 
the provisions related to vocational training to convicted children. Soon after that Indian Penal Code, 1860 was passed according to 
which an absolute immunity was given to the child under the age of 7 from criminal liability under section 82 whereas section 83 
provides partial immunity to child of the age group 7- 12 years. Above 12 years were treated as adult under this Act. But the threat was 
that sending the children to the ordinary jail might result in bad consequences. 

 
 Hence, Reformatory School Act was enacted in 1897 which provided for the constitution of Reformatory schools for young 

persons (boy not above than 15 years). Further Children Act, 1960 was enacted and various states enacted their local children acts to 
deal with delinquency. The time demanded uniform law to be enacted to govern children conflict with law and hence in year 1986 the 
Juvenile Justice Act and which was recently amended in year 2015 Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) Act which extends to whole 
of India except state of Jammu and Kashmir. 

 
 This act provided for the establishment of one or more juvenile justice board for exercising the powers and discharging its 

Published in functions related to children who are in conflict with law. According to this act, passed in 2015 by Lok Sabha has new 
clause that if a juvenile of 16 years or above commits some Heinous Crime, he may be tried as an adult. The juvenile Justice board will 
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determine whether the juvenile is fit to be tires as an adult based on the findings of a preliminary inquiry and the period of preliminary 
inquiry will be of 3months. 

 
Literature Review 
Juby and Farrington (2001) claimed through three theories that explain the relationship between the distorted families and delinquency. 
According to his first theory i.e., trauma theory the loss of parents results in the damaging effect on children because of the attachment 
they had with their parents. Further according to his second theory i.e., Life course theory points separation as a long-drawn-out process 
rather than a discrete event, and on the effects of multiple stressors typically associated with separation, and according to the last theory 
that is selection theory which contended that the distorted families is the prime reason behind delinquency because of the pre-existing 
difference in the income of the family and the method of child rearing.  
Narayan (2005) despite the decrease in the incidence of juvenile’s crimes at both absolute and relative level, but in urban and rural it is 
reported often that the practices of juvenile servitude, child labor, domestic juvenile servitude and girl juvenile trafficking. Such reports 
claim the examination of juvenile problems. 
Levitt and Lochner (2000) a biological factor that is being male having low intelligence and short time horizon are of the determinants 
of crime. Family background factors.i.e. erratic parental discipline, lack of adequate supervision and maternal rejection are linked with 
criminal involvement whereas social factors include income inequality and rejection influences the delinquent behavior among youth. 
Moffitts6 (1993) the difference between on those who committees’ crime in early age and continue it throughout the life and the 
offenders who commit offence during their teen age. In the words of Tomovic VA Children conflict with law is the condition arising 
out of the socio-personal disorganization in the sequence of experience and influences that shape behavior problems. Basically, it is 
considered as the product of social process involving numerous variables and the failure of social and personal controls. 
Peiser (2001) the parental discipline pattern is a key to examine the contribution of family and personality factor to delinquency; he too 
claimed that the self-esteem is an important factor in the development of delinquency, in some countries a comparative study was 
conducted in this view. Wright and Wright (1994) the family is the backbone of the human society, the children who are generally 
avoided by their parents or they are rejected by them are more prone to delinquency because of the lack of proper supervision. Due to 
lack of supervision, they are generally influenced by the peer group and nearby surroundings. It is said that the single parent families 
especially where mother is only family are producing more delinquents. 
 
Theories Regarding Children conflict with law 
1. Classic theory (Rational choice theory): According to this theory, people are rational and they used to make calculated choices 
regarding what they are going to do before an act. Juvenile delinquents before committing any crime, firstly they collect information 
regarding particular event. Adolescence-limited and life-course-persistent antisocial behavior: The impact of family relations and 
personality factors on delinquent behavior among youth.  Then process and evaluate information about the crime and after weighing the 
benefits of such crime they decide to commit such act. 
2. Social Control Theory: this theory is considered as the most important theory of sociological theory in regards to children conflict 
with law which lays its foundation on the ideologies of Thomas Hobbes and in 20th century criminologist expanded his ideologies and 
concluded without control children would break law. As per this delinquency is expected behaviour of juveniles. The main purpose was 
to prevent the crime among juveniles at very first instance.  
3. Social bond theory: According to this theory, human being is connected to society by four Elements: attachment, commitment, 
involvement and belief. Stronger the bond of attachment, likely the youth will commit fewer crimes. Once juveniles are committed 
towards their career and get involved in education hence the chances of their involvement in crime gets less. Through various research 
it has been reported that children who had strong bond with their parents and knows the importance of ‘Values’ and ‘Beliefs’ are less 
likely to become delinquent. 
4. Anomie theory: according to Robert Merton, the main reason behind the delinquency among juveniles is the lack sources to attain 
their goals and in order to attain such goals they fail to analyse wrong and right method get involved in activities contrary to law of the 
land. 
 
Research Objectives 
The objectives of the research are as follows- 

 To study the classification of juveniles by different attributes during 2016-2019 
 To study the number of cases registered against Juveniles in conflict with the Law during 20016- 2019 

 
Research Methodology 

To analyse the rising trend of children conflict with law in criminology and the influencing factor the method opted for research 
is the Quantitative method. Data for the research is collected from various government sites www.ncrb.gov.in, www.data.gov.in and 
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through articles from the newspaper i.e., the times of India. Present research is done on the analysis of data collected for the time period 
of 2016-2019. 

 
Findings 
 Cases registered against juveniles in conflict with the law and crime rate under IPC during 2016-2019 

As per the data regarding incidence and rate of children conflict with law under IPC, it can be concluded that since 2016- 2019 
the number of cases registered against those juveniles which are in conflict with the law has increased from 31,591 in 2016 to 
32,235 in 2019 which means percentage cases of juveniles in conflict with the law had shown variation from 1.1% to 2%. Since 
20016 to 2019 cases registered against juveniles in Karnataka. It has increased by 7.1% to 7.2% in India. Despite of various 
legislation enacted by the legislature, crime among juveniles is increasing at an alarming rate. 

 Family background  
On analysing the data, it can be concluded that the majority of the juveniles apprehended under Indian Penal Code and 

Special Local Laws crimes are those who had education above primary but below Matric and higher secondary as number of 
juveniles arrested since 2016-2019 had increased by 15.4% (2019- 586). Various Educational policies are framed by the 
Government to raise the education level among children still there is no such improvement due to the lack of quality education. 

 Economic status  
Since 2016-2019 juveniles arrested under IPC and SLL crimes are from different family backgrounds, that was nuclear, 

joint or homeless and the majority arrested juveniles belongs to those who are living with parents (473 cases) total 586 cases 
since 2016-2019) 

 Crimes by age group   
On analysing the economic status whether it influences delinquency among juveniles. As per the majority of juveniles 

arrested under IPC and SLL crimes are (73.4%) of juveniles in conflict with law apprehended under IPC & SLL crimes were in 
the age group of 16 to 18 years (6,193 out of 8,432) during 2019 those who belongs to annual income up to Rs. 25,000. 

 Major crime head for which Juveniles are apprehended under IPC 
On analysing the data, out of the total juveniles apprehended under Indian Penal Code and Special Local Law  

i. A total of 6,872 cases have been registered against Juveniles during 2019, showing a small 
Increase of 1.1% over 2018 (6,798 cases) 
ii. A total of 8,432 juveniles were apprehended in 6,872 cases, out of which 7,806 juveniles were apprehended under IPC cases 
and 626 juveniles were apprehended under SLL cases during 2019. 
iii. Majority (73.4%) of juveniles in conflict with law apprehended under IPC & SLL crimes were in the age group of 16 to 18 
years (6,193 out of 8,432) during 2019. 
 

Discussion 
Despite various legislations, the crime among juveniles is increasing day by day. Once we considered that the main cause for 

such acts of children is poverty but on analysing data of past years that is from 2016- 2019 there are some shocking results not just 
because of low income but due to the lack of education and supervision children are prone to such acts. Across socioeconomic and 
educational groups children are affected by parents not spending quality time with them and by an increasingly competitive world” 
Lower middle-class families nowadays are busy in making money and when their children grow up, they didn’t find themselves attached 
to anyone and they do what they feel good, ignorant of the consequences of such act. Directors, Society for Promotion of Youth and 
Masses. 

 
Participation of juveniles in crimes like 

Murder, rape, kidnapping, theft etc. On analysing the data since 2016- 2019 there is significant increment in the number of 
juveniles arrested. Murder = 2 times (since 2016-2019) Attempt to commit murder = 2.6 times (since 2016-2019) Culpable homicide 
not amounting to murder = 1.8 times (since 2016-2019) Rape =3.6 times (since 2016-2019) Kidnapping and Abduction = 6.8 times 
(since 2016-2019) Robbery= 7.2 times (since 2016-2019) Theft =1.9 times (since 2016-2019). 

 
In middle class families parents put forward their expectations to the child especially high grades in school, which often leads 

depression when they fail to meet their expectations, they try to overcome their fear of failure by different methods, unknowingly they 
sometimes opts wrong methods to achieve such goals and hence such thing lead the child to abuse and then crime and when we come 
to high- income families they provide their children every possible luxury whether such things are required or not, and such parents 
often fail to teach their basic principles to their children. Such children fail to differentiate between wrong and right. 
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Recommendations 
 Children shall be given proper education, to avoid delinquency among them. 
  School dropouts should be given proper guidance regarding anti-social behaviour 
  Proper Rehabilitation centres need to be opened with motive of transforming the delinquent into better human. 
 Person looking after those delinquents shall provide them healthy atmosphere. 
 Parents should look after their child properly and they need to create lovable surroundings at home. 

 
Conclusion 

A more effective and logically consistent method to involve parents both in dealing with current and in preventing future 
juvenile offenses must be found. Parental participation in cases involving juvenile delinquency could be increased through the use of 
family group conferences and other methods developed by the therapeutic jurisprudence movement to reconnect offenders to their 
victims and the broader community in a productive, restorative manner. Alternatively, parents could be made parties in the dispositional 
phase of delinquency proceedings against their children. In this way, courts could supervise the juvenile's rehabilitation as assisted by 
the parents, who would be integrally involved. While neither of these proposals is perfect, either alternative better serves the needs of 
society as well as of individual families than does the conversion of alleged poor parenting into a public welfare offense. 
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