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Abstract 

The policy of globalization had been initially adopted to provide different economies of the world a chance to prosper but the 
same initiative has undergone certain changes during the pandemic era. Just as every coin, even globalization has two sides- on one 
hand globalization leads to tremendous interconnectedness among various countries which has its own merits and demerits, and on the 
other it becomes a tool in the hands of the powerful and influential countries to exert indirect control over relatively weaker countries. 
These interconnected ties have indirectly led to faster spread of the corona virus. However, it must be noted that if the entire world had 
not been connected, then it would have been difficult for the countries to help each other at the time of need. This health crisis is said to 
be fueling protectionism as most of the nation’s aims to reduce the vulnerability to this virus through restraining extensive flow of goods 
and the people across the globe. These restraints have adversely impacted the global supply chains thereby increasing unemployment 
and poverty particularly the Third World countries thereby widening the inequalities among the rich and poor countries. The pandemic 
has stopped the growth or even cut the lifeline of many families which has left them in hunger. No nations have been left untouched and 
has shattered many homes leaving numerous children without parents as well. Globalization comes with responsibilities and thus the 
developed nations must assist the developing nations and the Third World countries in acquiring essential health infrastructure to fight 
or to control the pandemic. Through this paper, we would like to present how globalization has allowed the spread of COVID at a much 
faster pace and in turn how COVID has shaped globalization.  
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INTRODUCTION 

A pandemic knows no boundaries. The world has witnessed several pandemics such as SARS, plague. COVID 19 has been 
declared a pandemic by World Health Organisation. There is a close connection between Globalization and its role in spreading the 
Virus. It is said to be one of the major accelerators of the virus across the globe Globalization had been initiated as the process of 
interaction and integration among people, companies, and governments worldwide. It is the spread of products, technology, information, 
and jobs across national borders and cultures. In economic terms, it describes an interdependence of nations around the globe fostered 
through free trade. It must be noted that, it is the same concept of globalization that has helped us to handle this health crisis better. This 
pandemic has demonstrated that utilitarian and multilateral cooperation is the key to overcoming global challenges. The pandemic has 
posed several challenges to the entire world such as increased hunger, poverty, unemployment, insufficiencies in terms of demand- 
supply, lack of health infrastructure, etc. The COVID-19 crisis has revealed and substantially widened the deeply ingrained gender 
inequalities, especially in developing countries. Women are more exposed to losing their jobs and being driven out of business. They 
face higher barriers to accessing finance while taking on a greater burden of unpaid care work, suffering domestic violence and failing 
to get basic health services for themselves and their households. A sustainable COVID-19 recovery will not happen without a strong 
gender emphasis, in all its dimensions. 

 
Methodology: Secondary – mostly from the online journals, newspapers, organisations’reports. 
 
RISING TOGETHER  

"United we stand, divided we fall", the importance of cooperation between the Nations can never be undermined in any situation 
and during Covid-19 its role becomes even more essential. The powerful or developed nations must help the relatively weaker or small 
countries to meet their needs, and cooperation should not mean a right of the influential countries to directly or indirectly control the 
comparatively underdeveloped countries.  

 
When the lockdown and other preventive measures were imposed by the several nations to curtail the further spread of the 

virus, the relations between various countries had been disrupted and consequently, many countries faced shortage of raw materials and 
supply chains. This shows how interdependent and interrelated the entire world is. The world has become a global village, “Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam”. 
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Underdeveloped countries look at cooperation with the developed nations mostly in a utilitarian perspective where, it is means 
of protection against their warring neighbours, because their developed allies provide them with the necessary financial and military 
assistance to deal with their rivals. Besides this utilitarian cooperation may also mean protection against negative spillover effects. 
 

The COVID pandemic is an opportunity to strengthen the global health security system. The countries with surplus of food 
supplies, health equipment’s like oximeters, oxygen cylinders, test kits, medicines, vaccines and other essential commodities must 
provide these to the countries that are deprived of them. Vaccine multilateralism is a sustainable measure to tackle the crisis i.e., a 
paradigm shift from the way the issue of vaccine access has been treated in the past. It opposes vaccine nationalism and provides vaccines 
to the countries that face vaccine scarcities. 

 
One of the major advantages of the Globalization is the advancement in science and technology. Due to this even the smallest 

development and information in the remotest part of the world is quickly and easily transmitted to other areas. As a result, we have 
timely accessible and information about the equipments, medicines and vaccines to treat this virus. However, the spread of false and 
misinformation must be checked by the nations to prevent undesired miscommunication. Employment is a fundamental driver of 
development hence the developed nations must help the other countries in raising the employment opportunities in their territory so that 
the standard of living there rises. The Globalization is also said to be a boon for the consumer they now have access to wide range of 
products of varying quality at a cheaper price. Prior to Globalization when protectionism was in vogue the consumers could only buy 
the locally manufactured goods and not the imported ones. The imported goods are relatively cheaper than the locally made ones because 
of this the local manufacturers suffer a setback due to increased competition. 

 
RAISING INEQUALITIES  

COVID-19 has exposed and aggravated inequalities between countries just as it has within countries. The least developed 
economies have poorer health conditions, health systems that are less prepared to deal with the pandemic, and people living in conditions 
that make them more vulnerable to the disease, and they simply do not have the resources that advanced economies have to respond to 
the economic aftermath. The unequal impact of the pandemic is further exacerbated by the long-standing chronic under investment in 
public health as well as the persistent barriers to health services faced by poor and marginalized groups. Food insecurity for poorer 
groups is also increasing in many countries, due to the loss of income and the breakdown of food markets, further contributing to ill 
health and health inequalities. The redirection of health spending to the COVID-19 response also risks shortfalls in other critical health 
services, including treatments for cancer, diabetes and heart disease, and for vaccinations and sexual and reproductive health — which 
is likely to increase health inequalities and may potentially cause even more excess deaths than COVID-19 itself. Lack of access to basic 
infrastructure and adequate housing is also rendering people more vulnerable to infection in many parts of the world specially the poor 
countries affecting some groups much harder than others, including people living in slums and informal settlements, homeless people, 
migrants, refugees and stateless people. While the pandemic has affected mostly to the poor countries, there has been a report that the 
combined wealth of all U.S. billionaires increased by $1.763 trillion (59.8 percent) between March 18, 2020 and August 17, 2021, 
according to Institute for Policy Studies analysis of Forbes data which is a clear indication that there is an inequality in income and 
wealth. The World Bank has estimated that some 49 million people could fall back into extreme poverty. 

 
The vaccine rollout around the globe has been rife with inequality. Though the vaccine got approved by end of 2020, it reached 

Haiti only after six months. According to research by the Agence France Presse high-income nations such as the United States and 
members of the European Union have been getting much more than their fair share of vaccine doses. Despite making up only 16 percent 
of the global population, people in high-income nations have gotten 47 percent of all vaccine doses. That contrasts with the people in 
lower-income nations, who have gotten just 0.2 percent of all vaccine doses, despite making up 9 percent of the world’s population. 

  
Women are more likely than men to work in service occupations, including domestic work, restaurant service, retail, tourism, 

and hospitality, that require face-to-face interactions and have been hard-hit by layoffs. This indicates that the Pandemic has increased 
the gender gap which is considered as one of the issues or problems faced in every country even before the pandemic hit globally.  

 
Globalization plays a direct role in raising inequalities specially at times like this as the global world is interconnected and 

interdependent in every aspect. The less developed or the poor countries are dependent on the developed countries in many ways and 
thus cooperation is the need of the hour to sail such phase.    

 
CONCLUSION 

Globalization is inevitable and no one can predict the next crisis, but by far the most reliable and efficient insurance is the 
formation of a strong international network. Globalization leads to better diplomatic relations between countries. We cannot prevent 
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Globalization so it is very necessary to have strong and healthy relations with other countries of the world because only our united 
efforts can save us from this crisis. This pandemic has brought changes in global political relations. So, we have to keep striving to 
become self-reliant, in case of India, we have lagged behind in manufacturing or secondary sector, so a healthy trade balance can be 
maintained if we try to develop this sector. India has a lot of potential in the form of human resources, but its insufficient utilization has 
become a big problem, so our honorable Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi also constantly inspires us to be self-reliant by making it 
our strength. Due to the emergence of nationalist sentiment, the use of indigenous products is being promoted on a large scale. This 
pandemic or any other epidemic or crisis cannot weaken Globalization, rather they have strengthened it. Lastly, we would like to 
conclude by saying that such epidemics have happened in the past and can happen in future too, but we can't stay aloof from other 
countries. Therefore, we must redefine Globalization in such a way that we transform its demerits into its merits and keep human and 
environmental costs minimal. So, let us move forward on the path of unity with the slogan "Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam".  
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