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Abstract 

Literature is a reveal of existence. Poetry is an outward appearance of literature in which all aspects of the society reflected. 
Arabic poetry has been documented as a “Records of Arabs” a resort in times of sorrow and happiness, defeat and victory. The Arabic 
poetry that developed earlier than the advent of Islam reflected the cultural and economic affairs of the day. A social change to certain 
extent is influenced by the language as an important element in cultural organization. 

During the Age of Darkness, Arabic poetry held an essential position among the Arab people because a poet played the role as 
a historian, a soothsayer, propagandist, a social reformer and a leader of tribal dignity. The poet praised the human character in their 
poems with the tribe and lampoons belittling other tribes seem to have been some of the most popular forms of the poetry. Moreover, 
the poet represented his own tribe’s reputation and importance in the Arabian Peninsula and mock battles in poetry would stand in lieu 
of real wars. The poets would be exhibited the craft and would play host to a regular poetry festival in Ukaz, a market town not far from 
Mecca. Alongside the poet and often as his poetic apprentice, there was a recite whose job was to learn the poems by heart and to recite 
them with explanations and probably often with embellishments. 

Pre- Islamic Arabic Poetry was considered as trustworthy source of that time. Arabic poetry in pre-Islamic age reflects the 
human mind over the centuries, with its fears, its rites, its inner life. In fact, the world of the ancient Arab inhabitants as it evolved. The 
high level of stylistic stylishness shown by the Qasida of those days, that was regular rhythm and that developed forms constitute clear 
proof that it is much older than any one has imagined. Pre- Islamic poets used to compose their poems about their cultural heritage and 
descriptions of their lives. Poetry is a true register in which the public and private lives of Bedouin Arabs had written down in the pre- 
Islamic period. The poets of those times due to their natural authentication turned their poetry. The Arabs, during their lengthy journeys 
back and forth across the desert, began singing to themselves songs about the desert, songs that later evolved into poems that kept them 
company. The sight, which they saw every time, left an absolute impact on their character. It can be said, therefore, that Arabic literature 
was born out of the inspiration which the Arabian Desert.  

The Muallaqat poetry provides an excellent picture of Bedouin life, manners, and modes of thought. The idea of assemblage 
together these particular poems are most commonly attributed to Ḥammād al-Rāwiyah, who was a collector of early poetries. It is by no 
means clear that Ḥammād himself ever used the name Muallaqat in referring to his compilation. Instead, he appears to have referred to 
Al-Saba’ al-Mashhurah (the Seven Famous Poems). The Seven Odes are very important historical set of poems produced during the 
time before the Prophet Hood of Muhammad in 610. Since the Arabic culture of that time was mainly oral, these poems were at first not 
written down, but recited and later memorized by individuals. However, this self-styled fact has long been dismissed as the product of 
popular mythology. Collectively, the Seven Odes represent the pinnacle of Arabic eloquence and widely studied in contemporary Arabic 
literature. 

 
Keywords: Arabic Literature, Arab Poets, Muallaqat Poetry, Significance of Muallaqat Poems. 
 
INTRODUCTION 

Arabia is a peninsular region located in the south-west of continent Asia and comes from Arabic word Uruba which means 
Arabism or Arabdom. It is also known as the island of the Arabs. In the early part of the seventeenth century, Arabian Peninsula saw 
the rise of Islam and people from these regions used to introduce themselves as Arabs. 

 
Geographically, Arabian Peninsula or Arabia is situated in south-west Asia and acts as a junction for Africa and Asia; also 

bordered by Red Sea on the west and south-west, the Gulf of Aden on the south, the Arabian Sea on the south and southeast and the 
Gulf of Oman on the Persian Gulf on the east. 

 
Literature is a mirror of living. Poetry is a form of creative writing in which all aspects of the society reflected. Arabic poetry 

has been recognized as a “Records of Arabs” a resort in times of sorrow and happiness, defeat and victory. The Arabic poetry that 
developed before the advent of Islam reflected the cultural and economic affairs of the day. A social change to certain extent is influenced 
by the language as an important element in cultural system. Classical Arabic had been introduced from the 6th century. The Bedouin 
Arabs who composed their poems in a sophisticated language is rich in vocabulary, expression and description. The themes of classical 
Arabic poetry circled around praise, chiding, grief’, love, war, brave, landscape and camels. The Arabs were noted for their literary 
excellence. Poetry and oratory were the most popular forms of their artistic expression. When Arabic poetry was in its flowering period, 
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some rudimentary forms of practical criticism had been witnessed. Arabic literary criticism indicates the immensity of its wealth and 
difficulties of spreading the Arab contribution in this field. In writing the literary criticism and its origin, development and function, it 
is customary to begin with a survey of the political, economic, social and religious conditions of Bedouin Arabs in Pre-Islamic era.  
 

Generally, the Mu’allaqat represents the standard type of pre-Islamic Qasida. It is believed that they were selected as the best 
poems at the literary fair that held at Ukaz near Mecca where the pre–Islamic Arabian poets get together to engage in poetic recital 
competition. The best poems were selected by some prominent judges and were written in golden letters which had suspended on the 
Ka’ba, and hence the title gave as ‘Muallaqa’ which could literally means to suspend or to hang.The actual number of the Muallaqat is 
seven; however there were disagreements among critics and analysts as to which odes constitute the seven. This led to three more odes 
added to make the number ten. The seven poets of Mu’allaqat were Imru’al-Qais, Labid Ibn Rabiah, Zuhair Ibn Abi Salma, Antara Ibn 
Saddat, Amr Ibn Kulthum, Tarafa Ibn al-Abd and Al-Harith Ibn Hilliza. The additional three are the Qasida of al A’sha, an-Nabigah al-
Zubyani and Abeed ibn al-Abras. The controversy as to which ones constituted the seven creates some problems among some western 
as well as Arab critics to extent some of the oriental critics’ doubt and reject the story of suspending the Mu’allaqat poems on the Ka’ba, 
they regarded it as fiction and historically untruth.  
 
Socio-Geographical Background of Arab  

Arabia is one of the driest countries in the world. In its geographical setting, it is a singular land of the many distinctive features 
peculiar to itself. It stands at the cross roads of three continents: Asia, Europe and Africa and has the excellence of being the centre of 
the world. It is a neighborhood of Asia, but disjoint from the most land of Asia and stands apart as a sub-continent by itself. Only the 
Small division of Red Sea detach it from Africa. It is separated from Europe by the Mediterranean. 

  
Hence, Arab commanded a central position of the world when America and Austrelia were not discovered. It surrounded on 

the north by the Syrian desert, on the south by the Indian Ocean, on the east by the Persian Gulf and on the west by the Red Sea. Because 
it is bounded by water on three sides, the Arabs call it the Jazirat al-Arab, the island of Arabia. 

 
 The Arab League is a regional organization of Arab states in Western Asia, North Africa, the Horn of Africa and the Indian 

Ocean. It covers a combined area of 13 million km. The League extends from Morocco in the west, southward to the Comoros, and 
eastward to Somalia, and northward to Iraq.  

 
Most of the Arab League falls in the driest region of the world. Almost 80% of the Arab world is covered in desert (10,666,637 

of 13,333,296 km2), stretching from Mauritania and Morocco to Oman and the UAE. The second most common terrain is the semi-arid 
terrain, which found in all Arab countries except Lebanon and Comoros.  

 
Though Arabia is surrounded by water on all sides except the north, it's practically no river deserve to mention. 

If there any it's not navigable. the tiny streams which exist here and there and rainfall is scanty make the land remarkably fertile for the 
assembly of coffee, indigo, dates, vegetables and fruits. Arabia, like all other region, had the type of land that molds and modifies those 
that sleep on and move through it. That was a stern, grim and inhospitable land until the obtrusion of oil, a continuing challenge for 
survival to the mind of man. His survival in it depended upon his ability to return to terms with it. 

 
Contrary to popular notions, Arabia is not all a wilderness of sand. It's considerable variety within the configuration of 

its surface, the salient features of which are torrid sand, lavender mountains, jagged gulches, grotesque peaks spiking a copper 
sky, friable rocks, flinty plains, startling geometrical and conical shapes of crags, constantly shifting sand dunes and oases, and 
mirages of lakes, streams and gardens. 

 
Though most of the surface of the desert is miserable and barren, Arabia has many parts which are highly photogenic. They 

possess a peculiar, rhythmic, haunting and illusive beauty – the sweetness of textured sand, which just like the waves of the ocean, is 
forever in motion. This beauty is even more evanescent than the sweetness of the patterns of fern and feather in frost, and even more 
transient than the cosmetic of freshly-fallen snow. The ripples of sand extend as far because the horizons and beyond, during a world of 
silence and emptiness. The sun makes bright scales on the sand, and therefore the wind makes strange, surrealistic, and “futuristic” 
patterns in it only to obliterate them a couple of moments later.  

Overview of the Pre-Islamic Literature 
Arabic literature is the writing as prose and poetry which produced by writers and poets in the Arabic language. It comes into 

existence with an outburst of poetry. Arabic poetry has been recognized as register of Arabs and a mirror of Arabian life. Poetry is the 
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greatest source of Arabic Knowledge and the most delightful part of Arabic literature. Arabs achieved a high measure of perfection in 
their poetry before two centuries of the advent of Islam. The miraculous sign of Islam came in the form of “Clear Arabic Book” was 
intended to play an important role in Arabic language and consequently in the enrichment of Arabic literary criticism. The Arabs were 
noted for their literary excellence. Poetry and Oratory were the mass level forms of their artistic expression.  

 
Pre- Islamic Arabic Poetry is considered as reliable source of that time. Arabic poetry in pre-Islamic era reflects the human 

mind over the centuries, with its fears, its rites, its inner life, in fact the world of the ancient Arab nation as it evolved. The high level of 
stylistic modishness shown by the Qasida of those days, that was regular rhythm and that refined forms constitute clear proof that it is 
much older than any one has imagined. Pre- Islamic poets used to compose their poems about their cultural heritage and descriptions of 
their lives. Poetry is a true register in which the public and private lives of Bedouin Arabs were written down in the pre- Islamic period. 
The poets of those times due to their natural authentication turned their poetry. The Arabs, during their lengthy journeys back and forth 
across the desert, began singing to themselves songs about the desert, songs that later evolved into poems that kept them company. The 
sight, which they saw every time, left an absolute impact on their character. It can be said, therefore, that Arabic literature was born out 
of the inspiration which the Arabian Desert. 

 
Significance of Muallaqat poetry 

The term  معلقة is taken from the root word  علق; it means to hang up, to suspend in high estimation. So, it is acknowledged that the 
meaning of Muallaqa is suspended and this derives from the legend which developed about these poems that being the best poems of their 
time. Muallaqa poetries were written on parchments using golden ink, and hung on the walls of the Ka’ba for all to give a look. However, the 
title Muallaqa first appeared simply after a long time the Muʻallaqat had been composed and is not mentioned at all in sources from that period; 
it therefore seems to be a false myth, which comes from romanticism of the pre-Islamic period by later scholars. 

 
The Seven Odes are very important historical set of poems produced during the time before the Prophet Hood of Muhammad in 

610. Since the Arabic culture of that time was mainly oral, these poems were at first not written down, but recited and later memorized by 
individuals, usually the poet apprentices. These poems were suspended over the Ka’ba in Mecca. However, this purported fact has long been 
dismissed as the product of popular mythology. Collectively, the Seven Odes represent the pinnacle of Arabic eloquence and widely studied in 
contemporary Arabic literature. 

 
Nicholson adds: ‘In the course of time the exact signification of Muallaqa was forgotten, and it became necessary to find a 

reasonable explanation.Hence arose the legend, which frequent repetition has made familiar  that the ‘suspended poems’ were so called 
from having been hung up in the Ka’ba on the account of their merit . This distinction was awarded by the judges at the fair of Ukaz, 
near Mecca, where poets met in rivalry and recited their choicest productions and that the successful compositions before being affixed 
to the door of the Ka’ba, were transcribed in letters of gold upon pieces of fine Egyptian’s line. Were these statements true, we should 
expect them to be confirmed by some allusion in the early literature. But as matter of fact nothing of the kind is mentioned in the Quran 
or in religious tradition, in the ancient histories of Mecca or in such works as Kitabu’l-Aghani, which draw their information from old 
and trustworthy sources. Almost the first authority who refers to the legend is the grammarian Ahmed al-Nahass and by him it is 
stigmatized as entirely groundless. 

 
Usually, the Mu’allaqat represents the standard type of pre-Islamic Qasida. It is believed that they were selected as the best poems 

at the literary fair that held at Ukaz near Mecca where the pre–Islamic Arabian poets get together to engage in poetic recital competition. 
The best poems were selected by some prominent judges and were written in golden letters which had suspended on the Ka’ba, and hence 
the title gave as ‘Muallaqa’ which could literally mean to suspend or to hang. The actual number of the Muallaqat is seven; however, there 
were disagreements among critics and analysts as to which odes constitute the seven. This led to three more odes added to make the number 
ten. The seven poets of Mu’allaqat were Imru’al-Qais, Labid Ibn Rabiah, Zuhair Ibn Abi Salma, Antara Ibn Saddat, Amr Ibn Kulthum, 
Tarafa Ibn al-Abd and Al-Harith Ibn Hilliza. The additional three are the Qasida of al A’sha, an-Nabigah al-Zubyani and Abeed ibn al-
Abras. The controversy as to which ones constituted the seven creates some problems among some western as well as Arab critics to extent 
some of the oriental critics’ doubt and reject the story of suspending the Mu’allaqat poems on the Ka’ba, they regarded it as fiction and 
historically untruth.  

 
Conclusion 

Literary analysis in pre-Islamic period was based on the poetic sensuousness which left its influence on the sense of reader. 
The literary taste was a part of their personality and their creative quality. They did not have any principle or theory of literature. 
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Muallaqa is considered to be the most excellent masterpieces of ancient Arabs. It is the collection of seven Pre-Islamic Arabic 
poems composed around the 6th Century that are considered the best of their kind. The title Muallaqa first appeared only a long time 
after the Muallaqat had been composed and is not mentioned at all in sources from that period; it therefore seems to be a false myth, 
which comes from romanticism of the pre-Islamic period by later scholars. Each one of Muʻallaqa odes considered to be its author’s 
best piece. Since the authors themselves are among the dozen or so most famous poets of the 6th century, the selection enjoys a unique 
position in Arabic literature, representing the finest of early Arabic poetry. 

 
In regards to the number of the Muʻallaqa poets, the scholars opined many views. Some wants to day that the actual number 

such poem is seven as Hammad al-Rabiyyah enlisted; they are: Imrul Qais, Ṭarafah bin al-Abd, Zuhair bin Abi Salma, Labid bin Rabiya’, 
Antarah bin Shadad, Amr bin Kulthum and Harith bin Ḥilliza. But some critics included A’sha, Nabigha Dhubyani and Urwa bin al-
Urud in this list. 
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