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Abstract  

 “Education in India under the British government”, says Arthur Howell, “was first ignored, then violently and successfully 
opposed, then conducted on a system now universally admitted to be erroneous and finally placed on its present footing”. The East 
India Company in the beginning was not at all interested in education, for at that time in England there was not state system of 
education and any state inference was resented. In India, there were seats of Sanskrit and Arabic learning. There were 12,498 
indigenous schools in the Madras Presidency in 1882 and about one lakh in Bengal in 1835. The earliest efforts to introduce any form 
of education beyond the indigenous system came from missionaries and private society. In a Despatch of 1659, the Court of Directors 
had declared their earnest desire to propagate the Gospels in all possible ways. In 1659 the Court of Directors in their desire to spread 
Christianity allowed missionaries to come to India by embarking on the Company’s ships. In 1698, the British Parliament introduced 
the missionary clause in the Company’s Charter under which ministers of religion were to be maintained in the factories of the 
Company. This research paper to be discussed Philosophical Foundations in Primary Education Special Reference to New Education 
Policy 2020 
 
Keywords: Philosophical Foundations, Understanding Capability, Educational Development, East India Company, Educational 
Policies Vision of 2020. 
 
Introduction 
Statement of the Problem 

“Education is what survives where what has been learned has been forgotten”. 
B.F. Skinner, 

    A familiar American Educationist & Psychologist 
 

A brief account of the earliest beginnings of Western Education in India would provide the necessary backdrop to the 
understanding of educational developments during the British rule. The officials of the East India Company have referred to the 
existence of the following four types of native education, Viz- instructions provided by scholarly Brahmins to their disciples; the seats 
of 7 Sanskrit learning known as “Tols‟, centres of Islamic learning known as Maktabs and Madrasas; and large number of village 
schools where indigenous education was imparted6. East India Company seized power from the rulers of Delhi. It continued to 
perform exactly the same functions as its predecessors. The endowments bestowed by the erstwhile Mughal rulers on educational 
institution were respected and continued. Its earliest educational efforts were to establish colleges of Sanskrit and Mohammedan 
learning of the old types. The Calcutta Madrassa was established in 1781 by Warren Hastings (1732 to 1818) the first Governor 
General of Bengal (1774-85). It is the First Educational institution in India established by the East India Company. The character of 
the East India Company was placed before the British Parliament for its renewal in 1813. Mr. R. P. Smilh who had worked as 
Advocate-General at Calcutta under the East India Company prior to his return to England, had become a member of the British 
Parliament. He proposed that “a lakh of rupees” should be appropriated to the revival and promotion of literature and the 
encouragement of the learned natives of India and for the introduction and promotion of knowledge of the sciences among the 
inhabitants of the British territorial acquisitions. “It was passed and formed part of the India Bill, 1813. This provision of India Bill, 
1813 was interpreted, both in England and in India, to apply chiefly to the revival and encouragement of Hindu and Mohammedan 
literature. 
 
Philosophical Foundations of Primary Education 

India, being a growing liberal country for educational reforms, currently has about 845 universities and approximately 40,000 
higher education institutions (HIEs), reflecting the overall high fragmentation and many small sized HEIs in the country which are 
affiliated to these universities [1]. It is found that over 40% of these small sized institutions are running single programme against the 
expected reform to a multidisciplinary style of higher education which is an essential requirement for the educational reforms in the 
country for the 21st century [2]. It is also noted that over 20% of the colleges have annual enrolment less than 100 students making 
them nonviable to improve the quality of education and only 4% of colleges enrol more than 3,000 students annually due to regional 
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imbalance as well as the quality of education they offer. It is predicted that India will be the third largest economy in the world by 
2030-2032 with estimated GDP of ten trillion dollars. It is evident that the ten trillion economies will be driven by knowledge 
resources and not by the natural resources of the country. To boost the growth of the Indian education sector, the present government 
decided to revamp it by introducing a comprehensive National Education Policy 2020. This is in line with the Prime Minister’s recent 
call on leveraging the Fourth Industrial Revolution to take India to new heights. The currently introduced National Education Policy 
2020 2 envisions an India centered education system that contributes directly to transforming our nation sustainably into an equitable 
and vibrant knowledge society, by providing high quality education to all [4]. The first national education policy after independence 
was announced in the year 1968 and the second national education policy which was improved version of the first was announced in 
the year 1986. 
 

The Indian education system has come a long way from the Vedic period to the modern education system. There was a time 
when students had to leave their homes and live with their Guru’s (teachers) for about fourteen years to receive education; today we 
have everything remotely accessible, just a click away, even when we are hit by a pandemic. This shift came through after the 
establishment of British rule in India. The most appreciated feature of any system is its dynamic nature. Pertaining to this view, the 
New Education Policy, 2020 was introduced in India. The paper will focus on critically analyzing the New Education Policy, 2020 
and the major lacunas that the policy possesses on the basis of the formulation and practical applicability. The paper will also throw 
light on the loophole’s that are probable in the applicability of the policy as the real success of any policy lies in its effective 
applicability. The paper also comprises of a distinct comparative study between the education systems of countries like Finland, USA 
and India. The comparison is based on how the new education policy, 2020 differs from the education systems of other nations and the 
scope of improvement by critically analyzing the key features of different education systems. Towards the end, the paper will deliver a 
concluding analysis based on the research conducted on the New Education Policy, 2020 and the present education system of the 
progressive nations like Finland and USA. The paper will also sum up all the key features of the New Education Policy, 2020 and it 
will also highlight all its prospective attributes. 

 
Creativity of Education 

Education is one among the key components that bring growth and progress into society. The more educated people in the 
society, the more beneficial contribution to the society. This fact increases the importance of education in society and has resulted in 
governments investing in education more than before. Education is that the tool which provides people required knowledge, skill, 
technique and knowledge and enables them to understand their rights and duties towards a nation and Society. Education expands the 
vision to determine the world. It develops the potential to find out the injustice, violence, corruption and other factors. It is one of the 
essential elements that differentiates the human from the rest of the creatures. Since its independence, India has always focused on 
improving the literacy rate in both rural and urban areas. the govt. of India runs many programs to enhance primary and higher 
education in India. the first national policy of education was promulgated by the govt. of India by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 
1968, second by Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in 1986, which was later modified by the PV Narsimha Rao government in 1992.In 
2005, the National Curriculum Framework was introduced for the designing of NCERT textbooks. After 34 years on July 29, the 
Union Cabinet headed by the Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved a new policy with an aim to bring revolution in our 
education system. The rich heritage of ancient Indian knowledge has been a luminary for this policy. The pursuit of information, truth 
and wisdom is usually considered as the highest human goal in Indian philosophy. The aim of education in ancient India wasn't just 
the acquisition of knowledge as preparation of life in this world or for life beyond the schooling, except for complete realisation and 
liberation of the self. The Indian education system produced great Scholars like Aryabhata, Charaka, Susruta, Bhaskaracharya and 
plenty of more. Their knowledge in the field of mathematics, astronomy, metallurgy, life science, yoga and lots of more contributed 
lots to the world. By keeping these points in mind, the govt has formulated new education policy. 

 
Educational Policies 

On the 29th of July India saw the light of New Education Policy 2020 which received the approval of the Modi 2.0 
government. It was 34 years long that the country waited to get this document approved. As COVID-19 has put forward many 
challenges in front of the education institutions how much this new policy is going to reshape the need of the country is a wait and 
watch scenario. The mode of teaching and learning has now changed. Offline teaching is now online. New software and new courses 
got its recognition which all opens new doors to explore. In all this New Education Policy has come in a time when the reducing GDP 
in the world is a matter of concern. The National Education Policy 2020 looks into the education system rooted in Indian ethos that 
contributes directly to transforming India, that is Bharat. It aims to sustain and take care of the existing vibrant knowledge society, by 
providing high-quality education to all, without having any discrimination of religion, gender, caste, or creed giving all equal platform 
to grow and develop. It is also a step making India a global knowledge superpower. The Policy envisages that the uniform curriculum 
and pedagogy of our institutions must develop among the students a deep sense of respect towards the Fundamental Duties, and 
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develop Constitutional values, bonding with one’s country, and conscious awareness of one’s roles and responsibilities in a changing 
world. The vision of the Policy is to instill among the learners, a deep-rooted pride, in being Indian and love for the country, not only 
in thought, but also in spirit, intellect, and deeds, as well as to develop knowledge, skills, values, and dispositions that support 
responsible commitment to human rights, sustainable development and living, and global well-being, thereby reflecting a truly global 
citizen. 
 

National Education Policy 2020 (NEP 2020) is a welcome and ambitious re-imagination of India's education system into a 
modern, progressive and equitable one. Built on the foundational pillars of Access, Equity, Quality, Affordability and Accountability, 
NEP 2020 is aligned to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (SD). It aims to transform India into a vibrant knowledge 
society and global knowledge superpower by making both school and college education more holistic, flexible, multi-disciplinary, 
suited to 21st century needs. The policy calls for a large-scale implementation of a magnitude never before attempted anywhere in the 
world. The actual transformations will start from the academic year 2021-22 and will continue until the year 2030, where the first 
level of transformation is expected to visible. The mission is aspirational but the successful implementation depends upon how would 
implementers understand the challenges and try to overcome it. It requires great deal of acceptance, commitment, optimism, change in 
attitude, and mind-set. No doubt, the Government of India took a giant leap forward by announcing its new education policy i.e., the 
National Education Policy 2020 (NEP 2020), almost three decades after the last major revision was made to the policy in 1986. Even, 
the drafting committee of NEP 2020 has made a great attempt to design the policy that considers diverse viewpoints, global best 
practices in education, field experiences and stakeholders’ feedback. The mission is aspirational but the implementation roadmap will 
decide if this will truly foster an all-inclusive education that makes learners industry and future ready. Summing up, the authors want 
to convey the message that the policy has come at the right time and the objective is very noble. But there lies a world of difference 
between laying down a policy on paper and following it in spirit. The success of NEP 2020 and the pace of its implementation depend 
to a large extent on how successfully the government, universities and schools can tide over the practical challenges facing it. To 
realize the dreams it contains, we Indians must overcome substantial execution challenges in a sustained manner for years and decades 
to come. Lastly, to say, “National Education Policy (NEP 2020) brings in ambitious changes that could transform the education 
system. But the key here is good implementation and execution”. 
 
Vision of New Education Policy 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi stated that the new education policy will transform millions of lives towards making India a 
knowledge hub in an era where learning, research, and innovation are important. However, is there more to this policy that was 
unceremoniously approved by the Union cabinet without any discussion and debate? In India, education is a lucrative field for 
politicians as it gives them political and ideological mileage for years. While vital reforms needed in the education sector, such as 
widening the availability of scholarships, strengthening infrastructure for open and distance learning, online education and increasing 
usage of technology are reflected in the new policy, it is also a political document which can be apprehended from comments of 
political and ideological organizations. The new National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, released on 29 July 2020, is a historic and 
ambitious document. With an eye on the future, it speaks to all aspects of education during our times. This policy is in many ways 
radically different from all its predecessors, and it looks at our educational requirements in a new way. 

 
One of the essential as well as fundamental issues that had been left unaddressed untill now is Early Childhood Care and 

Education (ECCE). The holistic development of any individual essentially starts with his or her nourishment and nurturing during the 
early years. The Policy says, "over 85% of a child's cumulative brain development occurs prior to the age of 6, indicating the critical 
importance of appropriate care and stimulation of the brain in early years.' This idea is based on strong evidence produced by the latest 
researches in the field of neurosciences and brain development. The early years are the most crucial for the development of the brain. 
The later cognitive, intellectual and skill advancements are built on capacities unleashed during the crucial early-childhood years. 
Unfortunately, crores of children are still deprived of quality early childhood care and education due to various socio-economic 
disadvantages their families face. 

 
With this perspective in mind, the policymakers have reimagined pre-primary education and have envisaged to integrate this 

stage of a child's physical, mental and cognitive development with the extant formal schooling pattern. Hence the 10+2 model is 
proposed to be replaced by a 5+3+3+4 model of ECCE and schooling. Allow me to explain this important change at some length. 
ECCE shall take place from the ages of 3 to 6 in Anganwadis, Balvatikas and play-schools. This will be followed by Classes 1 and 2 
in school. Together, the ECCE years and the first two years of schooling form the first five years of the new model. These five years 
constitute the foundational stage of education. This will be followed by Classes 3 to 5 (3 years), 6 to 8 (three years) and 9 to 12 (four 
years).   This restructuring of the whole span of schooling has been proposed keeping in mind the developmental needs and interests 
of learners at different stages of their physical, mental, emotional and psychological development. This proposed structure is in sync 
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with the age ranges or developmental stages of children. As the policy proposes, 'the overarching goal would be to ensure universal 
access to high quality ECCE across the country.' This will not only provide nutrition and care for healthy physical and mental growth 
but will also 'focus on developing cognitive, affective, psychomotor abilities and early literacy and numeracy.' A National Curricular 
and Pedagogical Framework for Early Childhood Care and Education (NCPF-ECCE) will be developed by the National Council of 
Educational Research and Training (NCERT). This will focus on several important aspects of ECCE including high quality ECCE 
teacher preparedness. The manner in which the Policy emphasises ECCE can be gauged from its plan to bring four crucial central 
ministries together for 'smooth integration of early childhood care and education into school education'. These ministries are: Human 
Resource Development (i.e., Ministry of Education), Women and Child Development (WCD), Health and Family Welfare (HFW), 
and Tribal Affairs. Once effectively implemented, as envisaged by the framers of NEP 2020, ECCE will be the biggest gamechanger 
in education. 
 
Educational Approach of Knowledge Resources 

With respect to school education, the makers of the policy have given special emphasis on learning to be holistic, 
experiential, integrative, and enjoyable. The Policy aims at ‘real understanding and towards learning how to learn’. It is particularly 
anguished about the persistence of rote learning, something that the National Curriculum Framework of 2005 had tried to cure. Rote 
memorisation and mindless regurgitation in response to questions that are neither analytical nor reflective is nothing but the storing of 
sterile and unconnected pieces information in the mind. This is cognitively taxing and, more often than not, an exercise in futility. The 
proposed curricular and pedagogic approach underscores critical thinking and learning based on inquiry, discovery, discussion and 
analysis. 

 
Furthermore, it does not recognise stubborn distinctions between different curricular areas, and among curricular, co-

curricular and extra-curricular areas. Art- and sports-integrated education will be important strands in this cross-curricular pedagogic 
approach. Flexibility in course choices will be another curricular advantage for students.  The thought behind this curricular overhaul 
is to create ‘holistic and well-rounded individuals equipped with the key 21st century skills.’ In a brilliantly written contrarian 
book, The Fuzzy and the Techie, Scott Hartley argues that technologists (the techies) do not drive innovation alone; it is the humanists 
and the social scientists (the fuzzies, perhaps coined pejoratively!) who play as much of a role in creating successful business or policy 
ideas. 

 
Despite a radical curricular and structural redrawing, the outcomes of the new policy cannot exceed the professional capacity 

and vision of the teachers. Teachers’ capacity cannot be enhanced unless their pre- and in-service education, service conditions, and 
terms of recruitment and deployment do not receive renewed focus and uplift. The policy treats these concerns in a detailed and 
sensitive manner. To attract outstanding students to the teaching profession, it proposes a large number of merit-based scholarships for 
pursuing quality four-year integrated B.Ed. programmes, with special focus on rural areas. It is also proposed to strengthen Teacher 
Eligibility Tests (TETs) with respect to the assessment of several parameters: subject-content and pedagogy, classroom teaching, 
passion and motivation for the profession and proficiency of teaching in the local language. These tests will therefore include teaching 
demonstration and interview components.  
 
Primary Education Frame work (NEP 2020) 

The policy’s causes for concern are being debated on all over social media with #RejectNEP2020 trending on twitter. 
According to the Indian constitution, regulations of different sectors of society are demarcated by three different lists, namely the 
Union list, the State list, and Concurrent list. As these names suggest, the Union government makes laws on matters in the union list, 
the state government makes laws on issues under the State list and both the union and state government govern matters under 
the concurrent list. When laws are to be made on topics under the concurrent list, it is first put up as a draft for a threshold period. This 
threshold period is to encourage suggestions and discourse from the states or eminent personalities from the respective field of the 
draft bill. Education is listed as a concurrent subject. However, the NEP 2020 was bypassed in the parliament, thereby violating the 
above code of conduct. A new policy introducing such substantial changes must undergo discourse in the parliament. The government 
bypassed oppositions and objections of various State governments. Could this be a drive to substitute an already broken system of 
education with a centralized, communalized and commercialized education system? 

 
The English language is not only paramount value for global outreach, but it is also essential in connecting and 

communicating with people from other states within India. Career building, outsourcing technical support and skills are dominated by 
western conglomerates where English has utmost importance. In the new scheme, English will only be offered from the secondary 
level. Children from families who cannot afford to polish their children’s English competence will lose out on opportunities. 
Discontinuing English as the main medium might make fluency in English based on whether you can afford private tutors, thus 
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disadvantaging the lower caste population who see English as a way to escape caste hierarchy. Mainstreaming Sanskrit in India would 
be synonymous to the west mainstreaming Latin. Biblical Latin is a dead language, similarly, Sanskrit is used by less than 1% of the 
Indian population. Mainstreaming this ancient language would only be seen as a regressive step. At the time of the 2001 census on 
bilingualism and trilingualism, the number of English speakers in India was at 125 million and this number ought to have increased 
since then. The English language is what has given India an edge over a majority of south-east Asia. Even the Chinese government, 
who until recently only promoted the Chinese medium, is bringing in reforms and introducing the English language in their education 
system. 
 
Primary Education Policies – Reforms 

Under the new policy, private and self-governed colleges will receive more autonomy. When these colleges hand out 
certifications unchecked, corporatism will follow. This will create a situation where higher studies become a privilege only for those 
who can afford it. A centralized education system will amount to a stepping stone to social exclusion and dilution of the Right to 
Education Act. The government stated that it is proposing to improve the quality and autonomy of higher education, however, in a 
completely backward move, it is dismantling the University Grants Commission (UGC) which was a core structural and regulatory 
body for higher education. This will only accelerate the commodification and centralization of education, which is perilous 
considering the probability of the ruling party pushing its ideological and capital requirements. This is in fact not the first time such a 
move was attempted. The Atal Bihari Vajpayee Government tried to bring in similar reforms but was met with strong opposition. The 
present education reforms have come into being only as it was passed through the backdoor without the consent of the parliament. 

 
Organizations and institutions when vested with educational structure and financial autonomy will be enabled to create 

additional courses and departments. However, without funding from government bodies, institutions will naturally turn to the students. 
The tuition fee will substantially increase, not just for students in that particular department, but all the students attending that 
institution. This coupled with another feature offered by the NEP, i.e., multiple exit options at universities will increase the dropout 
rates. Under the multiple exit and entry option, if a student decides to leave mid-course, he/she will receive appropriate certification 
for credits earned until that point which will be digitally stored in an Academic Bank of Credit (ABC). A ‘certificate’, a ‘diploma’, a 
‘Bachelor’s degree’ and ‘Bachelor’s Degree with Research’ respectively will be awarded for each year of a four-year course. With 
financial autonomy resulting in financial burden on students and availability of certification each year, more students will be prompted 
to dropout. This creates an immense disparity between financially able and disabled students. Financially better-off students will get 
higher chances for studies and be able to acquire better opportunities. This would again amount to dilution of the Right to Education 
Act. 

 
The government has introduced vocational and polytechnic education for school students through the new policy under the 

title ‘Reimagining vocational education’, which aims to remove the hard separation between academic and vocational streams. 
Vocational subjects will be introduced as early as grade 6, including internship opportunities from grades 6 to 12. This however 
ignores the importance of ensuring basic mainstream education to all students till at least grade 10. Students opting for such courses 
will certainly not be from privileged backgrounds. Children who are economically backward and belonging to lower castes who 
struggle in English, coding, etc. would end up opting for these streams. Introducing this at such an early age will form a barrier for 
first-generation learners and those from disadvantaged backgrounds to access higher education. 

 
While NEP 2020 aims for many much-needed positive changes, the backdoor passing of the bill and the possibility of 

amplifying existing fault lines in Indian society needs to be looked into. The policy will seemingly increase the economic divide in a 
country that is already divided by religion, caste, gender, and wealth. It makes it nearly impossible for disadvantaged classes to climb 
up the social ladder. The NEP supposedly envisages decolonizing young Indian mind; however, in reality could that translate to the 
saffronisation of education? Earlier this year crucial topics for students, such as democratic rights, challenges to democracy, 
citizenship, food security, gender, religion, caste, and secularism were dropped from the syllabus. Are all of these moves stepping 
stones to achieve saffronisation? In this scenario holistic, interdisciplinary, multidisciplinary, overall learning could possibly be a front 
to cover all the above aspects. It will take years before the policy goes into full swing and only then will these complexities become 
apparent. The method of implementation will determine its successes and failures. The flaws in this policy need to be addressed with 
deliberation through proper code of conduct to reduce the current shortfalls.  

 
On multidisciplinary, the principal thrust of the policy is to curb fragmentation of higher education through restructuring 

higher education institutions into large multi-disciplinary universities, colleges and higher education institution (HEI) clusters or 
knowledge hubs. Though all such multi-disciplinary universities are envisaged to carry out ‘teaching, research, and community 
engagement’, some would develop as teaching-intensive universities and some as research-intensive ones. 
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Research and Knowledge 
Research is at the foundation of knowledge creation and it plays a key role in sustaining and further uplifting any human 

society. Research both in fundamental and applied disciplines is essential for progress, especially in today’s fast-developing world. In 
order to create a robust ecosystem for high-quality research, the policy envisages the creation of a National Research Foundation 
(NRF). One of the salient thrusts of this Foundation would be to enable a culture of research to permeate through our universities. The 
Foundation’s main objectives will be to identify priority areas or themes for research and coordinate with different academic 
institutions and funding agencies in order to ‘ensure synergy of purpose and avoid duplication of efforts.’ While looking at the 
nuances of higher education and research, the policy framers have been sensitive to the needs of our vast population and the national 
economy. Large-scale employment creation as well as the creation of higher knowledge is our necessity. Our ever-expanding and 
ever-evolving economy requires workers and professionals with diverse and specialised skill sets. It is quite disconcerting to realise 
that despite Mahatma Gandhi’s emphatic underscoring of vocational education, we have not been able to create any effective 
synchronisation of vocational education and ‘mainstream’ education. We have considered vocational education inferior and ‘meant for 
students who are unable to cope with the latter.’ 

 
The policy aspires to dismantle this status hierarchy and aims to integrate vocational education with mainstream education. 

Starting with vocational exposure in the middle and secondary classes, ‘quality vocational education will be integrated smoothly into 
higher education’. This will ensure that every individual learns at least one vocation and is able to develop a sense of the dignity of 
labour and respect for various vocations. This will also enable us to tap our demographic dividend and address skill-deficits of the 
economy. The policy envisions that the ‘development of vocational capacities will go hand in hand with development of ‘academic’ or 
other capacities.’  

 
New Challenges of NEP 2020 

The National Education Policy 2020 may provide a runway for the education sector to take off despite challenges posed on 
account of the pandemic. Announcement of the NEP attracted criticism from industry experts, but it may place India on the global 
map for sought-after educational haven of the world. The National Education Policy 2020 replaces the old education policy which was 
framed in 1986 and ushering in an era of new educational reforms. This is the first policy that seeks to unshackle students from the 
tyranny of administrative constraints with multiple-choice, multidisciplinary learning, and multiple chances. However, the policy has 
been scrutinized and dissected by industry experts and thus have witnessed conflicting views. The policy aims to create a robust 
digital infrastructure in the education sector that ensures uninterrupted learning even during unprecedented circumstances. The 
National Education Technology Forum (NETF) will be established for ensuring that the technology is integrated adequately and 
efficiently in the education process and ensuring the enhancement of the access of education to all sections of the society even in these 
tumultuous times. Various contours of this policy aim to radically improve the Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education and to 
achieve the objective of 100% youth literacy. Moreover, the said policy has also been predicted to reduce social and economic gap 
between students, which has magnified in wake of the pandemic. 

 
A system that promotes meritocracy, equal opportunity and equity is good, but there lies a gap between theory and practice. 

In addition to this, the NEP elucidates the need of homeschooling and multi-language learning whereby until the 5th grade and in 
exceptional circumstances, no later than 8th grade, the mode of education shall be in the mother tongue/local language of the student. 
Despite the all-encompassing façade of the new policy, its success shall be put through a sceptical lens with rising concerns for the 
students during higher education and in their professional journeys. It is particularly problematic in light of the right of the people to 
move from one state to another since the inter-state movement shall result in the change of the local language and the mode of 
education.  

 
Summing Up 

The contours of NEP is expected to revise the regulatory avatar of the Higher Education Commission of India (“HECI”) 
being set up with a wide role in Indian higher education. The HECI is likely to have four verticals under its umbrella, including: a) 
National Higher Education Regulatory Council, intended to be a single point regulator for the higher education sector; b) National 
Accreditation Council, which will deal with accreditation of institutions; c) Higher Education Grants Council, which will be tasked 
with carrying out funding and financing of higher education; and d) General Education Council, the final vertical, is expected to have 
a more academic based-role, as it will frame expected learning outcomes for higher education programmes. Foreign universities 
coming into the country will also fall under the purview of this framework. While the Universities Grants Commission and the All-
India Council for Technical Education have played a major role in this direction until now, questions pertaining to the role of the UGC 
and AICTE remain unanswered under the new policy.  It is evident that NEP 2020 is provides a fresh canvas to paint on and opens up 
avenues for home-schooling and foreign universities alike, in India. For the new policy to succeed a combination of a staunch intent to 
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move out of comfortable doldrums and facilitate increased involvement of foreign universities and increased literacy levels is a must. 
While this objective is expected to see significant regulatory overhaul for its successful implementation, it would lay a successful path 
ahead for institutions as well as the student community and place India on the map of an educational haven. 
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