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Abstract 

Women are backbone of society. They are the integral part of the economic development process of the society within and 
outside their homes, in the formal and informal sectors in rural as well as urban areas. Rural women are major contributors of the 
socio-economy development of Bodo society. Generally, Bodo women has maintaining been themselves busy since early times in 
crop production, livestock production, rural cottage industry, social activities, household and family maintenance activities, such as 
preparation and preservation and caring for children. The new technological knowledge, various socio-economic, socio-political and 
cultural developments are culminating in rising expectations and changing priorities of Bodo women. In present context, the women 
participations in various socio-economic activities are impetus to the development of economical background of the society as well as 
state. So, an attempt has been made in this research study about the role of women towards the socio-economic development of Bodo 
society in Socio-cultural Perspectives. 

 
Keywords: Women, Socio-Economic, Development, Bodo Society and Changing Priorities. 
 
1.0 Introduction 

Bodo is one of the major tribal ethnic tribes among the different ethnic groups of North East India which have their distinct 
own identity and rich cultural heritage. Generally, their social structure is patriarchal. Even though women cannot be seen suppressed 
and dominated by male. The position of the women in the family as well as in the society is almost same as comparison to male. In 
Bodo society, women have considerable authority in certain social and domestic matters. Women played direct or indirect role in 
decision making in a family as well as society. The patriarchal is not the prime obstacle to women’s advancement and development in 
the society. Gradually, women are empowering themselves each and every side among the Bodos. Acknowledgeable works have been 
equally controlling by women through the active participation in the various fields. Since early times, rural Bodo women are major 
contributors of the rural economy, crop production, livestock production, cottage industry, household and family maintenance 
activities.  

 
Increase of income enhances the rate of savings, investment, and production and consumption behaviour of the society at a 

multiplier process. The income generations of Bodos in rural areas are very slow as maximum numbers of people are engaged in 
agricultural activities that where the percentage of productivity is very low. The women in Bodo community of Assam have been 
sustained by agriculture, weaving, poultry, piggery business, service, traditional industries and wage labour. The traditional industries 
like –handicraft, weaving, preparation of traditional wine, and farming like piggery, goat, fishery, duck and poultry are the most 
prestigious culture of the Bodo community that which are mostly prevailing in the rural areas. Such types of socio-cultural and 
economic activities are generating respectable incomes among the Bodo families. It is to be mentioned here, the percentage of income 
generation in such activities is not satisfactory as comparing to modern farming activities. 

 
2.0 Objectives 

1. To study about women participations in economic development efforts in Bodo society. 
2. To understand the economic activities of Bodo women and analyze on the present condition of women regarding the self-

employment. 
 
3.0 Methodology: The Analytical method is employed for collecting data and mainly based on primary and secondary sources. The 
data have been collected as primary information from the field survey in Bodo areas of Assam. Secondary data have been collected 
from the websites, journals, books, magazines, govt. reports and articles etc.  
 
4.0 Discussions and Analysis: The Bodo economy was sustained by agriculture and supported by ancillary activities like – farming 
and hunting. The socio-economic system was interwoven with everyday life, social practices, culture and religion. Generally, in early 
Bodo society, women are economically backward and dependent on male counterpart. Now a day, women are recognized as economic 
contributors that able to boost up family economic condition. The 75% Bodo women are takes part in the informal rural and urban 



 
Cover Page 

  

  
 
DOI: http://ijmer.in.doi./2021/10.10.182 

            

 

ISSN:2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR :7.816(2021); IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journal: VOLUME:10, ISSUE:10(8), October: 2021 

Online Copy of Article Publication Available: www.ijmer.in 
Digital certificate of publication: http://ijmer.in/pdf/e-Certificate%20of%20Publication-IJMER.pdf 

Scopus Review ID: A2B96D3ACF3FEA2A 
Article Received: 4th October  

 Publication Date:30th October 2021 

 

 
120 

 

labour force as home-based workers (family business and self-employed entrepreneurs) and that these working outside of the house (in 
manufacturing, in domestic services, and as vendors). Since the immemorial time, Bodo women have been playing a major role in the 
field of economic development activities of society. Eventually, Bodo women have been involving in different activities like 
household, agriculture, horticulture and animal husbandry which are important section of their traditional society. Rural women of 
Bodos have maintains the collection vegetable items, edible foods from the reserve or forest, cooking and also collection of firewood 
etc. as their day-to-day household duties. In agricultural field the women folk help their male for plantation of paddy, harvesting and 
reaping that recognized as their prime duty.  It has been seen that an equal percentage of male and female workers are participated in 
cultivation in rural areas, but in urban areas, the percentage of engaged in cultivation is lower than comparison to rural. In case of 
traditional socio-economic activities like livestock, forestry, fishing, cottage industry and some other economic allied activities, the 
percentage of females engaged is quite higher than that of male. Besides this, in manufacturing, processing, servicing and in the other 
socio-economic household industries, the percentage of women participation are outnumbering the male in rural as well as urban 
areas. We have found that in case of administrative, executive, professional, technical and economic related managerial works 
participation rate of women is very low in Bodo society.  
 

The role of Bodo women in socio-economic activities has been discuss as follows – 

 
Figure No. 1: Source: Field Survey  
 
4.1 Agriculture Sector: The livelihood and economy of the Bodo society is fundamentally based on agriculture. Over 85% population 
of the Bodo community depends on agriculture as farmers and agricultural labourers for their livelihood. However, agriculture as a 
principal sector still continues to support more than 75% of its population directly or indirectly and also providing employment and 
support to more than 50% of its total workforce. As compared to other communities of North-East India, the annual income of Bodos 
is based on the agricultural sector. The Bodos are traditionally rural tribal community and depend on the natural resources and the 
majority of the households are still sticking to their traditional occupation is of agriculture. It is also the mainstay of the economic life 
of them. The rural Bodos maintain unprogressive character of the means of production and livelihood. The Bodo elites demonstrate 
the modern progressive attitude. They generally cultivate such a mustard seed, jute, vegetables like potato, cabbage, cauliflower, 
cucumber, gourd, green leaves, spices, chilly, onion, ginger etc. In early times, these agricultural raw materials have been cultivated 
by Bodos as needy food items for their day-to-day life. At present, they produce for domestic consumption and partly for selling in the 
markets. Participation rate of women in agricultural activities is 30%, especially in rural areas. The Castor plants are cultivated for 
producing Endi cocoon, which is a part of their socio-cultural activities as well as home industries in spinning and weaving especially 
for women folk. Mentioned may be made here, small and fragmented land holdings are one of the principal causes of low productivity 
because such land holdings do not facilitate economic and efficient uses of modern scientific technology, like -agricultural machinery, 
chemicals fertilizer, and modern hybrid seed etc. 
 
4.2 Farming Sector: The farming is another important socio-economic activity of Bodo women. They provide exceptional support to 
the economic condition through farming in the family. The farming sector can be divided into two categories – Animal husbandry and 
Poultry. Animal husbandry and poultry are most important sectors of socio-economic field that have been playing vital role in the 
rapid economic development of Bodo society since ancient time. The farming sectors have significantly impact on self-employment 
generation in the Bodo society as well as also playing a vital role in income generation of both the rural and semi-urban societies. In 
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early, Bodo women have reared some common domestic animals and poultry, e.g. - pig, goat, chicken, duck etc. for the purpose of 
meat as food items as well as for religious and social ceremonies.  
 

But, now a- days, due to the impact of globalization women folk of Bodo society have started to involve in commercial 
activities to sustainable development of their family economic. However, most of the domestic animals and poultries are now sold for 
commercial purposes by selling in the market and also make abilities themselves to generate individual income. The 95% household 
of Bodo society are rearing domestic animals and poultries for only commercial purposes. The 25% rural Bodo women have been 
playing active role in farming sector for the development of their family economy rate and society as well.  

 
4.3 Sericulture and weaving Sector: Sericulture is an important part of women economic activity in Bodo society. It is a big scale 
economic sector because of its low investment and high assured returns within short gestation period that opportunities for 
enhancement of income as well as creation of family employment round the year. The three major varieties of sericulture have been 
cultivated in Bodo society, namely, endi (eri), muga and mulberry. Eventually, sericulture is a low investment activity with high profit 
output.  That is why, maximum number of households have been participated directly or indirectly in various sericulture activities like 
sowing of seed, plantation and maintenance of plant, plucking of leaves from the planted   trees as well as wildly grown plants, 
spinning and reeling of yarn, weaving of fabrics, marketing of cocoons and cloths production. The 20% rural women have been 
maintaining the momentum of sericulture and weaving as their traditional practices as well as source of economic.  
 

Weaving is a most prestigious socio-economic and cultural activity of Bodo women. Mentioned may be made here, 
traditionally Bodo women are very much expert in weaving and looming. Weaving has been considering as a dignitary work as well as 
cultural identity since early periods, so that they can weave different types of cloths like – Dokhona, Fali, Aronai, Gamcha, Hisima, 
etc. However, for the purpose of economic development of society, the huge numbers of Bodo women weavers have been engaged in 
different weaving or handloom industries. It is seen that their traditional weaving technology has been replacing by scientific modern 
technology. Now a day, the modern technology has improved the percentage of weaving productions and household incomes in rural 
as well as urban areas. In context of economic development of household and society, the Bodo women have adopted weaving as 
primary livelihood.  

 
4.4 Business Sector: The Bodos have the advantages of living in a land endowed with mineral resources which could be exploited, 
hygienic climate, varied vegetation and located in a geographical area which came to their advantages in trade. In comparison to the 
urban women, rural women are mostly engaged in business activities for self-empowerment as well as development of social-
economic status. They have owned micro, small and medium business enterprises that have been contributing significantly towards 
the economic development of society through the income generation and self-employment by bringing entrepreneurial diversity in the 
various rural socio-economic activities. The handloom industries and handicrafts offer a golden opportunity towards the rural women 
that able to establish the owned micro-enterprises for the local economic development.  In context of sericulture, the cocoons of 
silkworm spun into yarn for weaving of different cloths by the Bodo women. Even, Bodo women used to sell cocoons in the 
market for household income. Mentioned may be made here, the different types of hand-woven cloths are sold in the market in 
remarkable price. Over and above, Bodo women have been engaged in the small scale businesses like – production and selling of local 
or traditional wind or rice beer, vegetables (potato, tomato, yam, arum, cabbage, cauliflower, Asiatic pennywort, marsh pennywort, 
water spinach, coriander, patchouli, fish mint, curry leaf, mustard plant, vegetable mustard, radish, green amaranth, Chinese mellow, 
white goosefoot, fern, banana flower, banana stem etc.), traditional cloths, rice cake, dry fish, dry meat (pork) and other locally made 
goods. Gradually, Bodo women have been empowering for income generation with the commercialization of rural demandable 
products in the market and resulted economic development in the family as well as in the society. 
 
4.5 Service Sector: The service is another socio-economic sector of Bodo women. In early, Bodo women did not dependent on 
service for development of their economic status. Only 5% women of Bodo community have found in service sector. This sector 
comprises government and private. In context of government service, minimum numbers of Bodo women have been engaged in the 
field of education, health, banks and other financial services. Besides, lots of women have been found as private service holder in the 
field hotel & restaurant, industry, company and Real Estate etc. 
 
4.6 Co-operative society and Self-Help Group (SHG): The co-operative society and Self-Help Groups (SHGs) have great 
potentialities for economic empowerment of women especially in rural areas. These groups are voluntary association of men or 
women in similar economic conditions. First of all, the members of the group make small savings until they have enough capital in the 
group to start their own lending process. We have found, some women Entrepreneurs, Self Help Groups and society registered co-
operative groups have established weaving industry, food processing industry, piggery farming, poultry farming in rural as well as 
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urban areas with the emergence of new technology for venturing out commercial purposes. At present scenario, co-operative society 
and SHGs has become the vehicle for changing the poor and marginalized group of our society for the better by assisting women in 
adapting to entrepreneurial activities. It is to be mentioned here, successful functioning of co-operative society and SHGs will 
definitely lead to economic independence of women, increase their inner power to makes themselves empowered in the society. 
However, at present Bodo women have economically becoming self-independent and they have also contributed in the family 
economy through such non-government groups. 

 
 Figure No. 2: Source: Field Study 
 
5.0 Findings and Conclusion 

 The rural Bodo women have great significant for the development of socio-economic status in comparison to urban.  
 The agriculture, farming, weaving, business and SHGs sectors are main income sources of Bodo women. 
 Due to the lack of skill and vocational knowledge the women of Bodo community have not been fully developed in socio-

economic sectors as per their expectation.  
 In Bodo community, the proportion of women self-employed in the private and public sector is higher than the government 

sector. 
 

Mentioned may be made here that the low levels of education and skills, lack of capital resources, lower incomes and high 
degree of segregation are the main reasons for increasing of unemployment. The per capital incomes of Bodo women are still 
underdeveloped due to the constrained by seclusion norms, lack of information about market forces, dependent upon contractors and 
contradiction middle persons. So that women participate in economic productive activities in rural and urban areas, both within and 
outside the house is now an established fact among the Bodo community. However, they have been facing a variety at constraints, the 
major ones being seclusion and mobility, which prevent women's access to information, training skills, credit and opportunities. 
Gradually, due to the impact of modern technology, women's economic participations among the Bodos are increasing and the 
proportion of women in education, rural incomes and productivity are also remarkably increasing. The agriculture, farming, weaving 
and sericulture are the mainly socio-cultural based income generation fields of the Bodo community.  
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