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Abstract 
The COVID -19 pandemic has wrecked the world in every possible way disturbing the base of many important systems 

including the education sector. With schools, colleges and Universities shutting down, students have suffered a lot over the last one 

and a half years. Efforts to continue teaching through online classes as a short-term response came into light. 

The purpose of this research is to study the impact of non-conventional form of schooling on different age groups of students 

ranging from the pre-primary to the post-graduation while, focusing a bit more on the hindrance on higher-education and competitive 

examinations. This paper reviews how digital-divide, dropouts of children, dilemma about the academic standards and employment 

difficulties became the point of concern without ignoring the fact that pandemic has brought the future to us sooner than we ever 

imagined. The use of digital technologies, exposed students to a wide range of opportunities. This has increased the scope for skills 

such as problem-solving and adaptability rather than only focusing on academic and mechanical learning.  Pandemic led to the change 

of students' attitudes towards studies due to a shift from traditional schooling to virtual-learning. COVID-19 has created the need for 

importance on mental health. It has not only affected the academic standards of students but has hit, even their social life. The possible 
approaches of the educational institutions on resumption of classes and suggestions for the betterment of the prevailing situation shall 

be discussed.  
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Introduction 

The outbreak of novel coronavirus disease (covid-19) was initially reported in Wuhan City, China during early December 

2019. However, the World Health Organisation (WHO) declared it a Global Pandemic on 11th of March 2020. When there were more 

than 9800 cases with the death toll of 200 all over the world, India witnessed its first case on January 30th in Thrissur district, Kerala. 

 

Nevertheless, the country started to witness the surge in cases and the first death was reported on March 12th, 2020. 
Therefore, a lockdown was announced on March 25, 2020 and the emergency of this new virus has led to the complete closure of all 

the educational institutions. According to UNESCO’s 2020 report 87 % of the student population from all over the world i.e Over 1.5 

billion students in 195 countries are affected due to closure of schools and approximately around 320 million learners from India alone 

were affected. It left no student un-influence varying from pre-primary to students planning studying abroad. 
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Objectives 
● Impact on students of schools, colleges and those wanting to pursue their education abroad. 

● Effect of Online learning. 

● Suggestions to carry out educational activities during pre and post covid.  

 

Methodology 
Primary Data: Descriptive Survey 

Secondary Data: Authentic websites, articles and reports. 

 

Impact on Primary and Secondary Education 

Shutting down of schools compelled the education system to adapt digital platforms to continue learning, resulting in a digital 

divide. Along with displacement caused due to pandemic, financial constraints of the families and economic work have led to high 

rates of dropouts and increased risk of child labour. Whereas, promoting students to higher classes simply lessened the learning 

abilities of students. Mainly students from 9th to 12th are left in a dilemma about the career paths they want to take.  

 

“A study done in July 2021 shows that 37 percent of rural students and 19 of urban students were not studying at all, whereas 

only 15 percent of students in rural areas and 42 percent in urban areas have access to the internet. Dropout rates at secondary level 

stood at 17 percent and 3.3 percent at primary level in India.”  
 

A study of UNESCO states that 1.5 million schools remained closed affecting 247 million children from elementary and 

secondary education in India. Though the effect is so adverse, the fact that virtual education has improved collaborative skills and 

enhanced technical literacy at a very young age is unarguable.  

 

Impact on Higher Education 
The shutdown of universities and colleges has affected students pursuing higher education. The period from March to April is 

crucial for students as all the examinations will be conducted. The crisis impacted new admissions, job offers and examinations. The 

uncertain decisions about entrances led to unpreparedness among the members clearly impacting the results and loss of loved ones 

affected the mental health of students such as sleep disturbance, anxiety and stress levels.  It was observed that nearly a year was taken 

to resume online classes for medical students, whereas other streams are struggling with timely completion of the semesters. 
 

Many students have to drop the idea of taking a long term or opting an extra attempt in their respective fields. (NEET, JEE, 

UPSC, CAT etc.).  The coaching institutions were closed, but as the examinations were postponed, competition is high as more 

students plan to attempt. Online learning is specifically challenging for subjects like medicine, sciences, engineering and other 

disciplines which involve practical training. According to UNESCO, by April 2020, 89.4% of total enrolled learners were affected in 

schools and higher educational institutions (HEIs). In comparison with India and G7 countries about 85 percent university students 

faced a learning loss of 40-50 percent which is twice the levels of other countries. 

 

Impact on International Higher Education 

India is the second largest source of international students in the world. According to the QS-Indian student’s mobility report 

(2020), COVID-19 had an impact on the decision of 48.46% of students who aspired to study abroad. The students were confused 

whether to return to their country or stay in the host country with limited information about the status of lockdown. The status of their 
visa was also not clear. The pandemic left students to reconsider their options. Students are missing international exposure and input 

into foreign markets and networking. The financial strain on students living abroad has considerably increased because of limited 

employment opportunities and restricted movement. 

 

Employment 

The concern about employment has always been on the mind of every person, both the employed and unemployed had their 

troubles. The questions about job security, wage rates and demand of labour were given importance. The labour market conditions pre 

and post covid had forced graduates to settle at low earning. Increase in unemployment and drop in enrolment are expected. 
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The entry of new graduates into a closed market led to disruption in hiring resulting in higher job separation rates and slower 

growth.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Effects of Online Learning 
When asked, 7 out of 10 members feel that online learning is difficult.  External interruptions, lack of basic study 

environment and family interference led to the need of turning back to traditional schooling. Distractions due to phones and imbalance 

in a routine schedule made students lazy and less focused. The present teaching and assessment methodologies stand to be inefficient 

as students could cheat easily. Physical classes are preferred because we get to hear the opinions and ideas of others effectively as 

compared to online.  The results also showed that more than 50% of students didn’t not prefer having online education in the near 
future. 

 

  The burden on the teacher has intensified as they have to prepare presentations, notes, and other material for students so that 

the lectures can be conveyed satisfactorily sometimes, resulting in disturbance in their work life balance. The need for the purchase of 

electronics has increased the financial pressure on both educators and learners.  Continuous staring at the screen and sitting in one 

place affected their health. Moreover, lockdown has reduced their salaries and the uncertainty of receiving them duly left teachers to 

look for alternate jobs.   

 

On the other hand, Virtual learning has increased the role of parents, but not all parents have adequate education to guide 

their children. Lack of experience and unpreparedness of the curriculum and inadequate use of digital technology remains as difficult 

tasks in online learning. 

 

Positive Side 

● The attempt to understand the curriculum and adapting new teaching methods could be the first step towards entering a digital 

world in the near future. 

● The need for resuming the academies led to the innovation of technology. The outcome of apps such as G-meet, zoom, udemy, 

etc., created the groundwork for future advancement in education. 

● 7 out 10 students could pursue other courses as they believe to have saved time from online learning as they don't have to travel 

all the way to attend classes. 

● The availability of resources to anyone from anywhere in the world has helped children learn in their way at a pace they are 

comfortable with. 

●  Pandemic had increased the demand for distance education helping children establish autodidactic nature.  

● These circumstances gave rise to the notion of executing the curriculum with international standards in our country itself. 
● The pandemic helped in accessing the shortcomings in the educational system and the need to provide training to the educators. 
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● Children had a lot of free time which encouraged them to pursue a new hobby and awareness about health has spread 

tremendously over this year among people. 

 

Suggestions 
The opening of schools in phases has to be accommodated with change in curriculum, remedials classes so as to revive 

previous academics. Starting with shorter learning sessions and making them progressively longer can be helpful. 
 

Switching on the cameras is highly recommended as it ensures monitoring students. Providing training about the 

advancement and use of technology to both students and teachers should be encouraged. If possible, students should be provided with 

a recorded version of the classes being conducted. In case of online examinations, tests conducted should be free of malpractices. 

Colleges should opt for open book examinations for effective learning.  

 

For those who don't have internet access, they should ensure that they attend the classes provided by the government through 

television and radio. Awareness about multiple initiatives taken by the government such as Swayam Prabha, DIKSHA, 

MANODARPAN etc., is needed.   

 

Conclusion 

It cannot be ignored the fact that covid -19 has been the greatest disruptor of education. The exposure to an environment 
which children need the most is hampered. Increased confusion of career goals, unemployment and challenges of online learning are 

the major impacts affecting students the most. 

 

  On a positive note, had there been no pandemic, learners would not have been exposed to a huge variety of digital formats.  

The role of parents in a child's education and teachers in caretaking would not have been permanently established. The benefits of 

online education and technical training must continue to prevail. Strategies should be directed in a way they can recover the lost 

learning and be prepared to accommodate further changes in education style. 
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