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Abstract 

This paper deals with the importance of UNO History and the UN have 4 main purposes, Role of the United Nations, Role of 
the United Nations Day, Where Did the Coronavirus Come from and UNO responses to the COVID-19 crisis in the acute phase of the 
first wave of the pandemic (February-May 2020) by different Italian regions in Italy, which has a decentralised healthcare system. We 
consider five regions (Lombardy, Veneto, Emilia-Romagna, Umbria, Apulia) which are located in the north, centre and south of Italy. 
These five regions differ both in their healthcare systems and in the extent to which they were hit by the first wave of COVID-19 
pandemic.  

 
Keywords: UNO-Responses to COVID -19; UNO- Preventive Measures to COVID-19. 
 
Introduction 

On 31 December 2019, was   informed the World Health Organization (WHO of cases of pneumonia of unknown cause in 
Wuhan City, China. A novel coronavirus was identified as the cause by Chinese authorities on 7 January 2020 and was temporarily 
named “2019-nCoV”. Severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) is a novel severe acute respiratory syndrome 
coronavirus. It was first isolated from three people with pneumonia connected to the cluster of acute respiratory illness cases in 
Wuhan. All structural features of the novel SARS-CoV-2 virus particle occur in related coronaviruses in nature. We present here the 
first case of COVID-19 infection reported in Kerala, India. On January 27, 2020, a 20 yr old female presented to the Emergency 
Department in General Hospital, Thrissur, Kerala, with a one-day history of dry cough and sore throat. There was no history of fever, 
rhinitis or shortness of breath. She disclosed that she had returned to Kerala from Wuhan city, China, on January 23, 2020 owing to 
COVID-19 outbreak situation there. She was asymptomatic between January 23 and 26. On the 27th morning, she felt a mild sore 
throat and dry cough. She did not give a history of contact with a person suspected or confirmed with COVID-19 infection. She did 
not visit the Huanan Seafood Wholesale Market; however, she gave a history of travel from Wuhan to Kunming by train where she 
noticed people with respiratory symptoms in railway station and train. She received the instructions from the Kerala State authorities 
to visit a healthcare facility if she develops any symptoms because of the travel history to China. 

 
History of UNO 

The United Nations is an international organization founded in 1945 after the Second World War by 51 countries committed 
to maintaining international peace and security, developing friendly relations among nations and promoting social progress, better 
living standards and human rights. 
 

Due to its unique international character, and the powers vested in its founding Charter, the Organization can take action on a 
wide range of issues, and provide a forum for its 193 Member States to express their views, through the General Assembly, the 
Security Council, the Economic and Social Council and other bodies and committees. 
 

The work of the United Nations reaches every corner of the globe. Although best known for peacekeeping, peacebuilding, 
conflict prevention and humanitarian assistance, there are many other ways the United Nations and its System (specialized agencies, 
funds and programmes) affect our lives and make the world a better place. The Organization works on a broad range of fundamental 
issues, from sustainable development, environment and refugees protection, disaster relief, counter terrorism, disarmament and non-
proliferation, to promoting democracy, human rights, gender equality and the advancement of women, governance, economic and 
social development and international health, clearing landmines, expanding food production, and more, in order to achieve its goals 
and coordinate efforts for a safer world for this and future generations. 

 
The UN has 4 main purposes 

 To keep peace throughout the world; 
 To develop friendly relations among nations; 
 To help nations work together to improve the lives of poor people, to conquer hunger, disease and illiteracy, and to encourage 

respect for each other’s rights and freedoms; 
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 To be a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations to achieve these goals. 
 

Role of the United Nations 
As the most representative inter-governmental organization of the world today, the United Nations' role in world affairs is 

irreplaceable by any other international or regional organizations. The United Nations has made enormous positive contributions in 
maintaining international peace and security, promoting cooperation among states and international development. Today, people of the 
world still face the two major issues of peace and development. Only by international cooperation can mankind meet the challenges of 
the global and regional issues. The United Nations can play a pivotal and positive role in this regard. Strengthening the role of the 
United Nations in the new century and promoting the establishment of a just and reasonable international political and economic order 
goes along with the trend of history and is in the interest of all nations. 

 
In order to strengthen the role of the United Nations, efforts should be made to uphold the purposes and principles of the 

Charter of the United Nations. The authority of the Security Council in maintaining international peace and security must be preserved 
and role of the United Nations in development area should be strengthened. To strengthen the role of the United Nations, it is essential 
to ensure to all Member States of the United Nations the right to equal participation in international affairs and the rights and interests 
of the developing countries should be safeguarded. 
 
United nations Day 

United Nations Day is celebrated on October 24 every year. It marks the official establishment of the United Nations in 1945. 
On this day, the UN Charter was ratified by the majority of signatories, including the five permanent members of the Security Council, 
and this led to the official establishment of UN. The Day was first celebrated in 1948. The UN, in 1971, also recommended the 
member states to observe it as a public holiday. 

 
Where Did the Coronavirus Come from? 

Experts say SARS-CoV-2 originated in bats. That’s also how the coronaviruses behind Middle East respiratory syndrome 
(MERS) and severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) got started. 

 
SARS-CoV-2 made the jump to humans at one of Wuhan’s open-air “wet markets.” They’re where customers buy fresh meat 

and fish, including animals that are killed on the spot. 
 
Some wet markets sell wild or banned species like cobras, wild boars, and raccoon dogs. Crowded conditions can let viruses 

from different animal’s swap genes. Sometimes the virus changes so much it can start to infect and spread among people. 
 
National Responses 

Then-US President Donald Trump signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act into 
law with Alex Azar on 6 March 2020. 
 

Due to the pandemic in Europe, many countries in the Schengen Area have restricted free movement and set up border 
controls. National reactions have included containment measures such as quarantines and curfews (known as stay-at-home orders, 
shelter-in-place orders, or lockdowns).The WHO's recommendation on curfews and lockdowns is that they should be short-term 
measures to reorganise, regroup, rebalance resources, and protect health workers who are exhausted. To achieve a balance between 
restrictions and normal life, the long-term responses to the pandemic should consist of strict personal hygiene, effective contact 
tracing, and isolating when ill. 

 
By 26 March 2020, 1.7 billion people worldwide were under some form of lockdown, which increased to 3.9 billion people 

by the first week of April—more than half the world's population. 
 

By late April 2020, around 300 million people were under lockdown in nations of Europe, including but not limited 
to Italy, Spain, France, and the United Kingdom, while around 200 million people were under lockdown in Latin America. Nearly 
300 million people, or about 90 per cent of the population, were under some form of lockdown in the United States, around 
100 million people in the Philippines, about 59 million people in South Africa, and 1.3 billion people have been under lockdown in 
India. 
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Asia 
As of 30 April 2020, cases have been reported in all Asian countries except for Turkmenistan and North Korea, although 

these countries likely also have cases. Despite being the first area of the world hit by the outbreak, the early wide-scale response of 
some Asian states, particularly Bhutan, Singapore Taiwan and Vietnam has allowed them to fare comparatively well. China is 
criticised for initially minimising the severity of the outbreak, but the delayed wide-scale response has largely contained the disease 
since March 2020. 

 
In Japan, the pandemic has been believed to have caused direct side effects in regards to mental health. According to the 

report by the country's National Police Agency, suicides had increased to 2,153 in October. Experts also state that the pandemic has 
worsened mental health issues due to lockdowns and isolation from family members, among other issues. 

 
China 

As of 14 July 2020, there are 83,545 cases confirmed in China excluding 114 asymptomatic cases, 62 of which were 
imported, under medical observation; asymptomatic cases have not been reported prior to 31 March 2020—with 4,634 deaths and 
78,509 recoveries meaning there are only 402 cases. Hubei has the most cases, followed by Xinjiang. By March 2020, COVID-19 
infections were largely put under control in China, with minor outbreaks since.[305] It was reported on 25 November 2020, that some 
1 million people in the country of China had been vaccinated according to China's state council; the vaccines against COVID-19 came 
from Sinopharm, which makes two, and one produced by Sinovac. 
 
India 

Indian officials conducting temperature check at the RathaYatra Hindu festival on 23 June 2020. The case of Covid -19 in 
India was reported on 30 January 2020. India ordered a nationwide lockdown for the entire population starting 24 March 2020, with a 
phased unlock beginning 1 June 2020. Six cities account for around half of all reported cases in the country Mumbai, Delhi, 
Ahmedabad, Chennai, Pune and Kolkata on 10 June, 2020, India’s recoveries exceeded active cases for the first time. 

 
On 30 August 2020, India surpassed the US record for the most cases in a single day, with more than 78,000 cases, and set a 

new record on 16 September 2020, with almost 98,000 cases reported that day. As of 30 August 2020, India's case fatality rate is 
relatively low at 2.3%, against the global 4.7%. 

 
As of September 2020, India had the largest number of Asia and the second-highest number of confirmed cases in the world, 

behind the United States with the number of total confirmed cases breaching the 100,000 mark on 19 May 2020 1,000,000 on 16 July 
2020, and 5,000,000 confirmed cases on 16 September 2020. 

 
On 19 December 2020, India crossed the total number of 10,000,000 confirmed cases but with a slow pace. The Indian 

Ministry of Science initiated a mathematical simulation of the pandemic, the so-called "Indian Supermodel", which correctly predicted 
the decrease of active cases starting in September 2020. 
 

A second wave hit India inApril 2021, placing healthcare services under severe strain by late April, the government was 
reporting over 300,000 new infections and 2,000 deaths per day, with concerns of undercounting.  
 
Iran 

Disinfection of Tehran Metro trains against COVID-19 transmission. Similar measures have also been taken in other 
countries. Iran reported its first confirmed cases of SARS-CoV-2 infections on 19 February 2020 in Qom, where, according to 
the Ministry of Health and Medical Education, two people had died that day. Early measures announced by the government included 
the cancellation of concerts and other cultural events, sporting events Friday prayers and closures of universities, higher education 
institutions, and schools. Iran allocated 5 trillion rails (equivalent to US$120,000,000) to combat the virus. President Hassan 
Rouhani said on 26 February 2020 there were no plans to quarantine areas affected by the outbreak, and only individuals would be 
quarantined.[331] Plans to limit travel between cities were announced in March 2020 although heavy traffic between cities ahead of the 
Persian New Year Nowruz continued Shia shrines in Qom remained open to pilgrims until 16 March. 

 
Iran became a centre of the spread of the virus after China in February 2020.More than ten countries had traced their cases 

back to Iran by 28 February, indicating the outbreak may have been more severe than the 388 cases reported by the Iranian 
government by that date. The Iranian Parliament was shut down, with 23 of its 290 members reported to have had tested positive for 
the virus on 3 March 2020.On 15 March 2020, the Iranian government reported a hundred deaths in a single day, the most recorded in 
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the country since the outbreak began.  At least twelve sitting or former Iranian politicians and government officials had died from the 
disease by 17 March 202.By 23 March 2020, Iran was experiencing fifty new cases every hour and one new death every ten minutes 
due to COVID-19. According to a WHO official, there may be five times more cases in Iran than what is being reported. It is also 
suggested that US sanctions on Iran may be affecting the country's financial ability to respond to the viral outbreak. 

 
On 20 April 2020, Iran reopened shopping malls and other shopping areas across the country After reaching a low in new 

cases in early May, a new peak was reported on 4 June 2020, raising fear of a second wave. On 18 July 2020, President Rouhani 
estimated that 25 million Iranians had already become infected, which is considerably higher than the official count Leaked data 
suggest that 42,000 people had died with COVID-19 symptoms by 20 July 2020, nearly tripling the 14,405 officially reported by that 
date. 
 

In August 2021, the pandemic was in its the fifth wave in the country with more than 400 deaths in 1 day according to the 
official reported statistics. 

 
South Korea 

COVID-19 was confirmed to have spread to South Korea on 20 January 2020 from China. The nation's health agency 
reported a significant increase in confirmed cases on 20 February, largely attributed to a gathering in Daegu of the Shincheonji Church 
of Jesus. Shincheonji devotees visiting Daegu from Wuhan were suspected to be the origin of the outbreak. By 22 February, among 
9,336 followers of the church, 1,261 or about 13 per cent reported symptoms. South Korea declared the highest level of alert on 23 
February 2020.On 29 February, more than 3,150 confirmed cases were reported. All South Korean military bases were quarantined 
after tests showed three soldiers had the virus. Airline schedules were also changed. 
 

South Korea introduced what was considered the largest and best-organised programme in the world to screen the population 
for the virus, isolate any infected people, and trace and quarantine those who contacted them. Screening methods included mandatory 
self-reporting of symptoms by new international arrivals through mobile application, drive-through testing for the virus with the 
results available the next day, and increasing testing capability to allow up to 20,000 people to be tested every day.Despite some early 
criticisms of President Moon Jae-in's response to the crisis, South Korea's programme is considered a success in controlling the 
outbreak without quarantining entire cities. On 23 March, it was reported that South Korea had the lowest one-day case total in four 
weeks. On 29 March, it was reported that beginning 1 April all new overseas arrivals will be quarantined for two weeks. Per media 
reports on 1 April, South Korea has received requests for virus testing assistance from 121 different countries. Persistent local groups 
of infections in the greater Seoul area continued to be found, which led to Korea's CDC director saying in June that the country had 
entered the second wave of infections, although a WHO official disagreed with that assessment.  

 
International responses 

The COVID-19 pandemic shook the world's economy, with especially severe economic damage in the United States, Europe, 
and Latin America. A consensus report by American intelligence agencies in April 2021 concluded, "Efforts to contain and manage 
the virus have reinforced nationalist trends globally, as some states turned inward to protect their citizens and sometimes cast blame 
on marginalized groups." Furthermore, COVID-19 has inflamed partisanship and polarisation around the world as bitter arguments 
explode over whom to scapegoat and whom to help first. The risks include further disruption of international trade and the formation 
of no-entry enclaves. 

 
Travel restrictions 

As a result of the pandemic, many countries and regions-imposed quarantines, entry bans, or other restrictions, either for 
citizens, recent travellers to affected areas, or for all travellers. Together with a decreased willingness to travel, this had a negative 
economic and social impact on the travel sector. Concerns have been raised over the effectiveness of travel restrictions to contain the 
spread of COVID-19.A study in Science found that travel restrictions had only modestly affected the initial spread of COVID-19, 
unless combined with infection prevention and control measures to considerably reduce transmissions. Researchers concluded that 
"travel restrictions are most useful in the early and late phase of an epidemic" and "restrictions of travel from Wuhan unfortunately 
came too late". 

 
Owing to the effective lockdown of Wuhan and Hubei, several countries evacuated their citizens and diplomatic staff from 

the area, primarily through chartered flights of the home nation, with Chinese authorities providing clearance. Canada, the United 
States, Japan, India, Sri Lanka, Australia, France, Argentina, Germany, and Thailand were among the first to plan the evacuation of 
their citizens. Brazil and New Zealand also evacuated their own nationals and some other people. On 14 March 2020, South Africa 
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repatriated 112 South Africans who tested negative for the virus from Wuhan, while four who showed symptoms were left behind to 
mitigate risk. Pakistan said it would not evacuate citizens from China.[530] 

 
On 15 February 2020, the US announced it would evacuate Americans aboard the cruise ship Diamond Princess, and on 21 

February, Canada evacuated 129 Canadian passengers from the ship. In early March, the Indian government began evacuating its 
citizens from Iran. On 20 March, the United States began to partially withdraw its troops from Iraq due to the pandemic. 
 
United Nations response measures 

In June 2020, the Secretary-General of the United Nations launched the "UN Comprehensive Response to COVID-
19".The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNSC) has been criticised for a slow coordinated response, 
especially regarding the UN's global ceasefire, which aims to open up humanitarian access to the world's most vulnerable in conflict 
zones. 
 
WHO response measures 

The WHO is a leading organisation involved in the global coordination for mitigating the pandemic. 
 

The WHO has spearheaded several initiatives like the COVID-19 Solidarity Response Fund to raise money for the pandemic 
response, the UN COVID-19 Supply Chain Task Force, and the solidarity trial for investigating potential treatment options for the 
disease. The WHO's COVAX vaccine-sharing program aims to distribute 2 billion doses of COVID-19 vaccine for free or at a reduced 
cost by the end of 2021, and has begun distributing them. 
 

The WHO's handling of the initial outbreak of the pandemic has required a "diplomatic balancing act" between member 
states, in particular between the United States and China. On August 27, the WHO announced the setting up of an independent expert 
Review Committee to examine aspects of the international treaty that governs preparedness and response to health emergencies. A 
WHO-led international mission arrived in China in January 2021 to investigate the origins of the COVID-19 pandemic and released 
preliminary findings in February 2021. 

 
Protests against governmental measures 

In several countries, protests have risen against governmental restrictive responses to the COVID-19 pandemic, such as 
lockdowns. A February 2021 study found that large protest rallies against COVID-19 measures are likely to directly increase the 
spread of viruses, including COVID-19. 

 
The world is currently impacted by the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19). The World Health Organisation (WHO) 

coordinates the global efforts to manage the impacts and it declared COVID-19 as a global pandemic on March 11, 2020. The 
pandemic started in the city of Wuhan, Hubei province, China and has brought many new challenges to public health in various 
countries. The world has experienced global public health crises in the last 20 years caused by novel virus infections, such as HIV, 
Influenza A virus subtype H1N1, Influenza A virus subtype H5N1, SARS-CoV1, MERS-CoV, and Ebola. However, the 
epidemiological novelty of COVID-19, which caused by a strain of coronavirus (the SARS-CoV2), revealed our lack of preparedness 
given its sudden and rapid spread that caught many governments around the world unprepared. 

 
Misinformation about COVID-19: 

People had different opinions about and not ready to go for COVID check. Later when hospitalized they were scared. Those 
who were tested positive felt that they had a very big scary disease. Some sudden deaths due to cardiac arrest and some suicides were 
the reason for the anxiety getting tested positive. So, counselling had to be done for the patients. As it is hospitals were full and some 
patients isolated them at home. Later others started distancing from them.  

 
Once the vaccine was found many did not come forward to get vaccinated with the false information that it would worsen 

their conditions than getting better. Some newspapers reported a few deaths that took place after getting vaccinated which was not due 
to vaccination. The awareness about vaccination as a precaution took a long time in India by which time there was heavy rush for 
vaccines and there was acute shortage of injections. 
 
 
 
 



 
Cover Page 

  

  
 
DOI: http://ijmer.in.doi./2021/10.10.141 

            

 

ISSN:2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR :7.816(2021); IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journal: VOLUME:10, ISSUE:10(7), October: 2021 

Online Copy of Article Publication Available: www.ijmer.in 
Digital certificate of publication: http://ijmer.in/pdf/e-Certificate%20of%20Publication-IJMER.pdf 

Scopus Review ID: A2B96D3ACF3FEA2A 
Article Received: 4th October  

 Publication Date:30th October 2021 

 

 
6 

 

Covishield and Covaxin are the two vaccines being given in India. 
 

Covishield was developed by Oxford University and AstraZeneca, Covaxin was developed by Bharat biotech in collaboration 
ICMR. By 2021 India will be able to provide 6 COVID-!9 vaccines that are being developed locally. 
 
Conclusion: The WHO has spearheaded several initiatives like the COVID-19 Solidarity Response Fund to raise money for the 
pandemic response,. It has been prepared by colleagues in the least levels past decade to uphold the values and advance the objectives 
of the UN Charter. the Goals, targets across the United Nations, and offers a full and frank portrait of our efforts over the and 
indicators associated with the 2030 Agenda offer increased opportunities to advance youth development objectives in the context of 
social, economic and environmentally sustainable development efforts. Millions have been lifted out of poverty yet millions of others 
face the threat of famine. Globalization has brought prosperity to several yet others are cruelly left behind. 
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