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Abstract: More than a century had passed since the introduction of the concept of reservation system in India. It was primarily led by 
Shahu Maharaj, the leader of the princely state of Kolhapur and Maharaja Wodeyar of Mysore. They implemented reservation for 
backward castes in 1902 and 1920 respectively. Consequently, reservations for scheduled caste, scheduled tribe and other backward 
classes were introduced. Reservation system was further observed in 1933 when British Prime Minister Ramsay Macdonald presented 
the ‘Communal Award’ to the marginalised communities. Later it was effectuated by Jawaharlal Nehru post-independence. 
Reservation involves the process of reserving or allotting certain percentage of seats in academic institutions, examinations and public 
sector jobs for candidates belonging to the marginalised communities, with the aim of uplifting the backward classes. These 
marginalised sections of the society were forsaken from enjoying their basic human rights. Hence there arose a dire need for providing 
them with a reservation during that time. The government took the responsibility for the socio-economic upliftment of the backward 
classes so as to make them at par with upper castes in the society. But our nation’s growth and development has constantly been 
hindered because of these reservation policies. This has actually led to an opposite discrimination among the people belonging to the 
unreserved category nowadays. In other words, the system of reservation has always favoured groupism and elevates casteism and 
consequently alienates a person from another person. Hence one should find out a way out of this situation. 
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Introduction 

More than a century had passed since the introduction of the concept of reservation system in India. It was primarily led by 
the prominent non-Brahmin rulers, Shahu Maharaj, the leader of the princely state of Kolhapur and Maharaja Wodeyar of Mysore. 
Both of them implemented reservation for backward castes in 1902 and 1920 respectively. As a consequence, reservations for 
scheduled caste, scheduled tribe and other backward classes were introduced. Reservation system was further observed in 1933 when 
British Prime Minister Ramsay Macdonald presented the ‘Communal Award’ to the marginalised communities. This made provision 
for separate electorates for Muslims, Sikhs, Indian Christians, Anglo Indians, Europeans and the Dalits as well. Later it was 
effectuated by the Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru post-independence.  

 
In this connection, the question which arises is that, what is reservation? The term reservation involves the process of 

reserving or allotting certain percentage or proportion of seats in academic institutions, examinations, consideration in fees structure 
and public sector jobs for candidates belonging to the marginalised section of people, specifically students of a particular caste or 
section of society. Reservation system in India primarily initiated with the idea of upliftment of the backward classes post-
independence. These particular group or sections of the society were forsaken from enjoying their basic human rights. Hence there 
arose a dire need for providing them with a reservation during that time. Reservation was introduced for a period of ten years, from 
1951 to 1961, under the leadership of Nehru. Throughout this tenure, the government took the responsibility for the socio-economic 
upliftment of the backward classes so as to make them at par with the upper castes in the society. But it must be noted that, our 
nation’s growth and development has constantly been hindered because of these reservation policies. Since, a meritorious person who 
really deserves to get a better job may not get a chance to prove themselves in spite of having better qualifications and other qualities 
than someone who got the same job due of reservation but not out of merit. It generates a sense of demotivation, disappointment and 
indignation among people who belong to unreserved category since they are not provided with the similar facilities compared to those 
people belonging to the reserved category. This has actually led to an opposite discrimination among the people belonging to the 
unreserved category nowadays. The average statistics of candidates studying and applying for higher education states that the reserved 
category such as the SC and ST should have forty percent to qualify for higher education while general category students require a 
minimum of eighty percent to have a chance of getting into a good college. This difference is double, and this is not only affecting the 
education system, but also affecting the mindset of the candidates living in society. 

  
As per AISHE- All India Survey on Higher Education- Report 2016-17, total 3,45,84,781 students were enrolled in Indian 

higher education institutions last year, and out of that, a total of 52.56% students were from reserved categories (SC, ST, OBC) and 
the remaining 47.44% belonged to the General category. These statistics are proof of how the General category students are getting 
affected and getting deprived of the opportunities they should get. 
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The survey over admissions of students for the past 5 years says that student enrolment in General category has significantly 
decreased from 53.2% in 2011-12 to 47.4% in 2015-16. Also, on the other hand, student enrolment across SC, ST, and OBC 
categories has increased over the past 5 years. 

 
 In other words, the system of reservation has always favoured groupism and elevates casteism and consequently alienates a 

person from another person of different group settings. At one point the government is promising us that they will provide caste and 
gender-based equality; on the other hand, they are actually adding fuel to caste discrimination in education. This is one of the 
preliminary reasons why a person plans to study or work abroad because those in merit are not rewarded properly. Hence, they seek 
better opportunity or pursue their career abroad. Those students who belong to the general category and are average in studies believe 
that there is no point in working hard as the seats in good colleges would either be taken by students scoring very good marks or/and 
by students of the reserved category and thus this thought holds them back from working harder. 

 
Despite this situation, some of the nation-heads are still clinging to the century-old reservation system for their personal 

benefit. Since, they these nation-heads would get huge number of votes from these minority communities. This system should be 
abolished altogether from education since it does not offer fairness and equality to all the candidates. The selection of students should 
literally be based on their merit and not through reservation. Most of the people are enjoying reservation since generations who 
actually do not seek any reservation nowadays. They belong to resourceful or financially well-to-do families, while some of them are 
government officials, doctors, engineers, teachers, established businessmen, others are landowners or possesses vast agricultural 
farmland. These people are still using the reservation power and are literally misusing it.  

 
Reservation should be enjoyed by only those people who need it the most, such as people who belong to the economically 

weaker section (EWS) or students who actually need financial assistance not even the non-creamy layer, since there are many families 
in a country like India where the annual family income is less than eight lakhs, this being the primary criteria for belonging to the non-
creamy layer. Thanks to our Prime Minister, Mr. Narendra D. Modi who has given first EWS reservation on the basis of economic 
class. Thus, even if reservation exists, it should be given after considering factors such as possessions, resources, family income, and 
occupation. This will help identify the genuinely needy people. Since, in the present scenario it is the economically sound people who 
are making the most use of these reserved seats, making reservation a total failure.  

 
Moreover, these people belonging to the EWS layer are to be assisted once in their career, specifically when they need it the 

most. For example, they are to be aided either in primary education or during higher education or while getting a job. Otherwise, this 
would lead to injustice to those who are actually capable and are much better than a student who belong to the reserved category. The 
majority of the reserved seats are filled by those people who do not require a reservation and are financially solvent and resourceful. 
Caste-based reservations are often misused by the creamy layer belonging to the other backward classes (OBC) because this layer has 
access to better facilities, such as admission, paying categorized application, admission and examination fees, fellowships and grants, 
they are subjected to education in good schools and job security through reservation facilities etc and they are at the same level as of 
general category but still get the benefits of reservation as they were marginalised centuries before. Therefore, even though these 
classes are no more backwards and don’t require a reservation, they are given reservations just because they were backwards in the 
past. The entrance exam fees are also categorized in various colleges because of the reservation system. 

 
Reservation should be for the social and economic upliftment of the EWS or for the physically disabled people, through 

financial aid or in form of scholarships only. In other words, it must be noted that, is that the backward classes have demanded for 
reservations rather than upliftment. Then how could they demand for respect, if they demanded for reservation? Instead of providing 
reservations, the government should allocate educational scholarships, fellowships and grants, since these are much better options than 
providing reservation. This would consequently lead to the upliftment of these marginalised communities. I remember how one of my 
college friends, being a general caste since her first day in college managed to get a fabricated caste-certificate after she was unable to 
qualify in a competitive exam and failed in an interview. In the following year she got a job after she cracked the examination. 
Another burning example is about the IAS topper in the year 2017, the daughter of two gazetted officers. She could hardly be called 
under-privileged. Yet she used her scheduled caste reservation certificate to grab the post denying it to a truly underprivileged 
scheduled caste candidate. Another example is the ‘Dalit’ who do not need a reservation but still misuse it preventing the needy 
underprivileged backward class from getting the benefits of reservation. 

 
Thus, even though these students would have scored good in their examinations, they are unable to get into government 

colleges or private colleges. If the reservation is removed, admission to colleges and getting jobs would be based on competence not 
on reservation; it would help in considering all students at the same level and students who are not able to pay the fee of private 



 
Cover Page 

  

  
 
DOI: http://ijmer.in.doi./2021/10.10.103 

            

 

ISSN:2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR :7.816(2021); IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journal: VOLUME:10, ISSUE:10(5), October: 2021 

Online Copy of Article Publication Available: www.ijmer.in 
Digital certificate of publication: http://ijmer.in/pdf/e-Certificate%20of%20Publication-IJMER.pdf 

Scopus Review ID: A2B96D3ACF3FEA2A 
Article Received: 4th October  

 Publication Date:30th October 2021 

 

 
12 

 

colleges and also not enter government colleges because of reservation will be able to get admission in the government universities. 
Also, because of this discrepancy, majority of the people have a common view that reservation system should be eliminated and 
students should be given a fair chance to secure a seat in colleges and pursue higher education based on their hard-work. 

 
If one is competent enough, the person can get admitted into universities through his merit rather than through reservation. 

The backward classes should be allowed to get a scholarship based on their merit. If students are given scholarships in universities 
based on merit, more students will be encouraged to score better because of various financial incentives. This will increase the quality 
of academics or level of knowledge and proper education in the country while, on the other hand, reservation will decrease over time. 
Unless reservation system is removed from the education system progress and development in academics will be curbed. The 
government should rather focus on increasing the level of education. If there is no reservation, every person who becomes successful 
would have achieved that because of hard work and merit rather than because of reservation. Therefore, the achievements of all would 
be appreciated irrespective of his caste, gender or social status. The reservation system is an affirmation of disability. It is a 
recognition of the fact that you therefore cannot compete in fair terms and through sheer merit. That you need a support to succeed.  

 
If we Indians still need a reservation, it means that the government as well as we the people have failed to make all sections 

of the society equal and what was supposed to be a plan for just ten years is still being required to bring different classes together and 
at par. If even today some sections are considered backwards and require a reservation, that means the government has failed to 
eradicate the biggest problem because of which many riots have taken place till date. 

 
But the best is still to remove any categories, everyone deserves a fair chance not a favoured one. It was justified at the time 

of Independence. It is no longer required now. It has become a tool of oppression, suppression, discrimination, deprivation, alienation 
and vote-bank politics. It has long outgrown its purpose and has become outdated. Only with thorough modifications can its continuity 
and extension can be justified. There is no requirement of reservation at all. 
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