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IMPLEMENTATION OF RTE IN MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF DELHI (MCD) SCHOOLS 
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Jamia Millia Islamia 

 
Abstract 

The present paper aims to highlight the importance of RTE in Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) schools. There is no 
denying the fact that RTE is a commitment by government of India to the entire citizen and to give free and compulsory education to 
all the children falling in the age group of 6 to 14 years. Over the years, efforts by the government towards achieving the goal of RTE 
were focused more on the primary stage and the Government has been successful in bringing almost all the students to the fold of 
education. However, with the expansion of enrollment at the primary level of education, the quality remained at the back seat. 
 
Keywords: RTE, Compulsory, Fundamental. 
 
Introduction   

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act or Right to Education Act (RTE) is an Act of the Parliament of 
India enacted on 4 August 2009, which describes the modalities of the importance of free and compulsory education for children 
between the ages of 6 to 14 years in India under Article 21A of the Indian Constitution. India became one of 135 countries to 
make education a fundamental right of every child when the act came into force on 1 April 2010. The title of the RTE Act 
incorporates the words ‘free and compulsory’. ‘Free education’ means that no child, other than a child who has been admitted by his 
or her parents to a school which is not supported by the appropriate Government, shall be liable to pay any kind of fee or charges or 
expenses which may prevent him or her from pursuing and completing elementary education. ‘Compulsory education’ casts an 
obligation on the appropriate Government and local authorities to provide and ensure admission, attendance and completion of 
elementary education by all children in the 6-14 age group. With this, India has moved forward to a rights-based framework that casts 
a legal obligation on the Central and State Governments to implement this fundamental child right as enshrined in the Article 21A of 
the Constitution, in accordance with the provisions of the RTE Act.17.  

 

Following are some of the important recommendations of the RTE Act: 
 It makes provisions for a non-admitted child to be admitted to an age-appropriate class. 
 It specifies the duties and responsibilities of appropriate Governments, local authority and parents in providing free and 

compulsory education, and sharing of financial and other responsibilities between the Central and State Governments. 
 It lays down the norms and standards relating inter alia to pupil teacher ratios (PTRs), buildings and infrastructure, school-

working days, teacher-working hours. 
 It provides for rational deployment of teachers by ensuring that the specified pupil teacher ratio is maintained for each school, 

rather than just as an average for the State or District or Block, thus ensuring that there is no urban-rural imbalance in teacher 
postings. It also provides for prohibition of deployment of teachers for non-educational work, other than decennial census, 
elections to local authority, state legislatures and parliament, and disaster relief. 

 It provides for appointment of appropriately trained teachers, i.e., teachers with the requisite entry and academic qualifications. 
 It prohibits (a) physical punishment and mental harassment; (b) screening procedures for admission of children; (c) capitation 

fee; (d) private tuition by teachers and (e) running of schools without recognition. 
 It provides for development of curriculum in consonance with the values enshrined in the Constitution, and which would 

ensure the all-round development of the child, building on the child’s knowledge, potentiality and talent and making the child 
free of fear, trauma and anxiety through a system of child friendly and child centered learning. 

  It requires all private schools (except the minority institutions) to reserve 25% of seats for the poor and other categories of 
children (to be reimbursed by the state as part of the public-private partnership plan). Children are admitted in to private 
schools based on caste-based reservations 

 The Act also provides that no child shall be held back, expelled, or required to pass a board examination until the completion of 
elementary education. There is also a provision for special training of school drop-outs to bring them up to par with students of 
the same age. 

 
Special Features of RTE 
Inclusive Education  

Under RTE Act, inclusive education should be promoted in the schools. The inclusive education refers to the education given 
to the children of all sections, economically backward, differently abled and girl children etc. together. 
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Mid-Day Meal Scheme (1995) (complemented SSA), which provides free hot cooked meals to all children in state primary schools 
everyday as an incentive for them to remain in school. In Delhi approx. 19 lacs and in the case of Municipal Corporation of Delhi 
approx. 10.10 lacs children are getting midday meal every day. 
 
School Management Committee  
1) Under RTE Act Section 21. School Management Committee refers to a school, other than a school specified in sub-clause (iv) of 

clause (n) of section 2, shall constitute a School Management Committee consisting of the elected representatives of the local 
authority, parents or guardians of children admitted in such school and teachers: 

  
 PROVIDED that at least three-fourth of members of such Committee shall be parents or guardians: 
 PROVIDED FURTHER that proportionate representation shall be given to the parents or guardians of children belonging to 

disadvantaged group and weaker section: 
 PROVIDED ALSO that fifty per cent of members of such Committee shall be women. 

  
 2) The School Management Committee shall perform the following functions, namely: 
     (a) Monitor the working of the school; 
     (b) Prepare and recommend school development plan; 
     (c) Monitor the utilisation of the grants received from the appropriate Government or local   authority or any other source; and 
     (d) Perform other such functions as may be prescribed: 
 
About MCD 
The Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) was a municipal corporation, an autonomous body that governed 8 of the 11 Districts 
of Delhi, in the state of Delhi, India. It was one of three municipalities in the National Capital Territory of Delhi, the others being New 
Delhi Municipal Council, and Delhi Cantonment Board. "The MCD was among the largest municipal bodies in the world providing 
civic services to more than estimated population of 11 million citizens in the capital city.[1] The municipal corporation covered an area 
of 1,397.3 km² (539.5 mi²). 
 

Within its jurisdiction were some of the most densely populated areas in the world. It also had the unique distinction of 
providing civic services to rural and urban villages, resettlement colonies, regularized unauthorized colonies, unregularized 
slum/squatter settlements, private 'katras' etc, all at the same time. 
 
Need for Study 

Although, it is going to be almost a decade since RTE was introduced, many of its recommendations are yet to be 
implemented. The country is yet to achieve the target of 100% literacy and significant numbers of students are still dropped out from 
the school. The fact is RTE is meant for promoting education which includes both Primary (classes1-5) and Upper Primary (classes 6-
8) education. However, due to poor grounding of the subject at the primary level, the students find it difficult to continue with their 
education. Significantly, RTE Act lays emphasis on both quantitative expansion and quality education, the quality remains at the back 
seat. Interestingly such a scenario exists across the country let alone Delhi. Since, Delhi, being the capital of the country, it should 
have been a role model for other states. 

 
In view of the above, the present study will seek to explore how RTE is implemented in MCD schools. Significantly, in all 

the MCD schools, education is given up to primary level. 
 

Research Question 
Whether the RTE has been implemented in MCD schools in true letter and spirit 

 
Objectives of the Study 
Following are the objectives of the study: 

 To study the pupil-teacher ratio in the schools 
 To study the resources available in the schools for promoting inclusive education 
 To study the initiatives taken by the schools to check the dropout rate 
 To study how School Management Committee (SMC) supports the school 
 To study what remedial measures are taken in the schools to help the non performing students 
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Design of the Study 
The present study was a survey and qualitative in nature. 

 
Population  

All the MCD schools were considered the population of the study. 
 

Sample  
Only two schools falling in the vicinity of Jamia Nagar were taken as sample using convenience. Two Principals from each 

of the sampled schools were taken as the sample. 
 

Tools and Techniques 
One self-developed questionnaire for Principals was used. 
 

Analysis and Interpretation of Data 
The data collected were analyzed and interpreted qualitatively. 
 

Delimitation of the Study 
The study was be delimited to only two MCD primary schools. 
 

Analysis and interpretation of Data 
A questionnaire was given to the principals of the sampled schools. After collection of data, it was analyzed and interpreted 

qualitatively. Following is the objective wise analysis of data: 
 

1) Pupil-teacher ratio in the schools 
Although as per the RTE Act, pupil-teacher ratio at primary level should be 1:30, however, in both the schools, more than 40 

students were enrolled in the classes beginning from I to 5. This shows the gross violation of the act since an overcrowded classroom 
cannot provide quality in education. Moreover, children’s individual needs cannot be taken care of. 
 
2) Resources available in the schools for promoting inclusive education 

As RTE Act strongly recommends for developing infrastructural facility that may be inclusive education friendly to different 
background students, there is a need to provide 
 Ramps for the physically challenged students to have an easy access to the classrooms 
 Braille facility for visually challenged students 
 Special teacher for children with special needs 
 Counsellor for addressing the problems of students coming from different socio-cultural and socio-economic backgrounds 
The sampled Principals informed that though ramps are there in the schools, none of the above facilities are available. 
 
3) Initiatives taken by the schools to check the dropout rate 

When asked what initiatives were taken by the schools in order to implement the RTE in true letter and spirit, the principals 
informed that they were bound to follow the Government’s directions. However, they said that they never denied admission to the 
children coming from the neighborhood areas to take admission in the schools. They said that cultural activities were undertaken in 
the schools to motivate the children to develop their academic interest. 
 
4) How School Management Committee (SMC) supports the school 

The principal informed that as per the RTE, SMCs are placed in the schools and regular meetings are held in the school. Members 
of the SMCs tried their level best to address the issues of infrastructure and quality education. 
 
5) What remedial measures are taken in the schools to help the non performing students? 

The principals informed that week students are often given remedial classes and their parents are contacted from time to time to 
bring the former to the mainstream. 
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6) Whether the Schools have following Facilities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Going by the above table, it can be inferred that, infrastructural facilities in the schools are more or less good as opined by the 
principals. However due to insufficient number of teachers and large number of students, the schools find it difficult to give quality 
education. Apart from this, computers are there but no computer teacher and an inadequate space, children are not given the requisite 
exposure. 

 
Conclusion 

It can be concluded that enrollment has been enhanced but with low level of quality. There is no denying the fact that RTE is 
a commitment by government of India to the entire citizen and to give free and compulsory education to all the children falling in the 
age group of 6 to 14 years. Over the years, efforts by the government towards achieving the goal of RTE were focused more on the 
primary stage and the Government has been successful in bringing almost all the students to the fold of education. However, with the 
expansion of enrollment at the primary level of education, the quality remained at the back seat. 

 
The fact is more funds need to be allocated to improve quality in primary schools or else children from disadvantaged 

sections will remain deprived of the pleasure of learning and they will never be able to develop skills essentially needed for them to 
become socially efficient individuals. 

 
“Fifth standard students cannot read even the books of second standard”  
                                                       (Nav Bharat Times, New Delhi 26th Feb. 2010) 
 

In the fifth standard more than 47% students are not able to read the books even of second standard. They are not able to 
solve simple problems of multiplication and division. It is the status of the students after four years of primary education. Quality of 
education has deteriorated whereas the number of schools and number of students increased exponentially. 

 
It shows that the most of the concern is towards expanding the primary education whereas very less concern regarding the 

quality.  
  
In this era of competition and globalization, if the quality is missing then there is no significance of the education, which is 

being served in the schools. There will be just a useless expansion.  
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S.No. Problems related to infrastructural facilities Yes No 

1 Poor condition of the school building  
 

2 No adequate classroom / space for learning  
 

3 Lack of adequate lighting and ventilation in classroom  
 

4 No proper drinking water arrangements  
 

5 No clean and separate toilet facilities for teachers and students  
 

6 No Playground and play material available  
 

7 No space for activities/ cultural activities 
 

 
8 Lack of availability of textbooks to children  

 

9 Lack of availability of teaching and learning aids 
 

 
10 Lack of availability of laboratory/ kits and their use 

 

 
11 No proper space and furniture for teachers and students  

 

12 Lack of availability of library resources for teachers and students 
 

 
13 No facilities for health check up  
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