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Abstract 
Students, their parents, and educators around the world are feeling Stress of the novel coronavirus as schools are Closure 

global Level. coronavirus cases world-wide day by increasing, wondering whether it's safe to send their children back to school. The 
preparedness for reopening of schools to promote the Health and Hygiene education in school. After the reopening of schools, 
children will spend, on an average, in a school. Physical distance norms necessary for school to prevent to covid-19 along with 
hygiene which requires facilities like drinking water, sanitation, handwashing etc. to be operational in schools. In this Paper 
Researcher explain each and every country School closure and reopening Strategies in the Post covid. In this lockdown time 
students are completely discourage, depression, loss of confidence, stress feel, especially teacher should encourage and motivate 
to students. This paper is an attempt to synthesize and present information on the status of school closures and reopening globally, in 
an effort to inform decision-makers and support education planning efforts for school reopening. Leveraging lessons from past and 
current crises, it also presents concrete country examples and experience in handling similar situations and health crises. The paper 
analyse available information and concludes with a set of policy directions.  

 
Keywords: Covid-19, Sanitation, Hygiene, School, Education Response. 

 
INTRODUCTION 

The Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) was first identified in Wuhan, China, in December 2019. By the end of July, with 
nationwide school closures currently operating in 191 countries, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) has estimated that 1.6 billion (90.2%) students are currently out of primary, secondary and tertiary education (henceforth 
schools) as a result of the global COVID-19 lockdown. In India, the first case of 2019-nCoV was reported in Kerala in the last week of 
January 2020. There are direct health implications of the virus infection itself, as well as the risk of secondary morbidity and mortality, 
inevitable disruption of basic services such as health, education and social protection programmes, and severe impact on the economy 
and livelihoods of the marginalised people.  

 
In order to reduce the spread of infection, it is essential to provide correct information and dispel myths, misconceptions and 

misleading facts while encouraging social/physical distancing, promoting personal and hand hygiene and prompting the seeking of 
treatment for flu-like symptoms. As part of wider measures to curb the spread of COVID-19, since February 2020, 191 countries have 
taken measures to implement country wide closures of education institutions, including kindergartens, schools, vocational training 
colleges and universities. During this period, some 1.58 billion learners have been away from schools, representing more than 90% of 
the total enrolled learners worldwide an unprecedented situation in the history of education. 

 
Number of Children Affected by School Closure by Globally 

 
   Source: https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educatioinresponse 
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School closures have also affected about 63 million primary and secondary teachers, who are trying to ensure teaching and 
learning online, where ICT infrastructure and reliable internet connection exist, or through other modalities, such as the radio, 
television and other means.  

 
Plans for School Re-opening, By Level (Percentage) 

 
Source: UNESCO -UNICEF-World Bank Joint Survey, May-June 2020 
 

Planning for school reopening  
 Start as soon as possible as several measures need to be taken to assess the readiness of the education system to ensure 

continuity of learning and meeting the learning objectives of the school year, based on the provisions of the right to education. The 
primary concern of ensuring the safety and protection of the entire school population, as well as their physical, mental and 
psychosocial health, well-being and social relationships.  

 
UNESCO has been monitoring education responses to COVID-19 globally, collecting and analysing information and 

facilitating policy dialogue and knowledge sharing. Key policy issues include the timing, the conditions and processes for school 
reopening. The effectiveness of these policy decisions and reopening strategies will depend on the level of preparedness of the 
education system in terms of infrastructure (health and sanitary measures); teaching staff (ability to provide both psychosocial and 
academic support); pedagogical preparedness (offering remedial action and alternative modalities to meet learning objectives); 
learners, families and communities (ability and willingness to return to school and readiness to continue learning),In this Corona crisis 
situation create the opportunity to rethink on Education System, Teaching, perspective ways including overall experience and 
practices from around the world.  
 
Health Screening and Quarantine Procedures 

   After Schools Reopened Daily Health screening kids and staff in schools that have reopened. Health and safety guidelines 
include temperature checks and reporting symptoms upon arrival, before entering the building. China and Singapore advise a 
minimum of two temperature checks daily; a practice utilized in Singapore in 2003 during the SARS outbreak.  

 
In Singapore, students check their own temperatures, and families must additionally report any international visit teachers 

before a student enters the building. staff wear protective gear when taking students’ temperature, like masks and gloves, and clean 
thermometers after each use. In Taiwan and a few parts of China, these materials are provided by the govt. Students and staff are 
immediately sent home if they exhibit any symptoms of the virus or if they report having been in contact with someone who is 
infected. 

 
 In Denmark, children who come to school with symptoms are sent home immediately for 48 hours, and students who live 

with someone known to be infected with COVID-19 are not allowed to come to school. Norway allows students to return to school 
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after they are symptom free for 1 day, and students with a cold or pollen allergies are specifically allowed to attend school if they do 
not have a fever.  

 
In China, students who had contact with someone with COVID-19 must self-quarantine for 14 days before returning to 

school; students who have symptoms themselves must be taken to a hospital for evaluation and may return to school after they 
recover. 

 
 

COVID-19’S Staggering impact on Global Education 
Number of Learners impacted by national school closures world wide 

 
 Above graph depicts Learners Enrolled at Pre-primary, Primary, Lower-Secondary, and upper -secondary levels of 
education, as well as at tertiary education levels. (UNESCO)  
 
School Closure 

Administrators must develop contingency plans for closing classrooms or schools within the event that students or staff 
contract COVID-19. Taiwan classroom students and staff confirmed to have COVID-19, that class is suspended for 14 days. If two or 
more cases are confirmed in a school, the school is closed for 14 days. If one third of faculties during a city or district are closed, then 
all schools must close. 

 
Denmark was the primary European country to restart school after closure, allowing municipalities to reopen schools as 

early as April 15. In the first phase of reopening, only children under age 12 returned to high school, while older children continued 
distance learning reception. Students to maintain 2 meters (6 feet) of separation in class and classes be divided into one or more stable 
groups to 10 or 11 students. Staff are limited to working with one or two classes, and support staff help teachers cover the split classes. 

 
Norway allowed day care and preschools to open on April 20 and Grades 1-4 (ages 6-11) on April 27 in regions with low 

infection rates. Grades 5-10 continued remote education. Class size to 15 students per class in primary school and 20 students two 
staff members to work together to teach a split class in middle school as well as social distance maintained as much as possible. 

 
Taiwan has been recognized to possess effectively minimized spread of COVID-19 with national policies that avoided 

widespread planned school closures, applying an equivalent strategy it used during the 2009 H1N1 influenza pandemic. Instead of a 
national shutdown, Taiwan mandated temporary, local class or school closures supported local infection rates in conjunction with in-
school health and safety measures. 

 
In Singapore School class sizes were maintained at about 30 students to be spaced 1-2 meters (3-6 feet) apart. kindergarten 

through Grade 2, children sit together in stable clusters. Some schools have reduced class size from a mean of fifty students to fewer 
than 30. 

 
Austria, to reopen its primary schools on May 18, recommends that schools allow sufficient space for social distancing. 

Federal guidance offers sample schedules; for instance, schools may send one group of scholars to high school on Monday to 
Wednesday. 
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Strategy Countries 

 
France Starting on May 11, 2020, were re-opened nursery and primary schools.11 On May 18, schools were re-opened for 

students age 11 to 15 years old only in “green zones” where community transmission was limited students 15 to18 years old would re-
opened on June 22 with face masks. 

 
Greece Kindergarten and primary school children in Greece returned to school starting on June 1, 2020. Class sizes are 

limited to 15 students and desks are spaced 1.5 meters apart, followed physical distancing on playgrounds. 
 
Sweden Schools were closed for students in upper secondary grades from around March 18, 2020 through June 14, after 

which schools were reopened for all students. No major adjustments to class size, lunch policies, or recess rules were instituted. 
Swedish Public Health Agency report says the antibody prevalence in children/teenagers was 4.7% compared with 6.7% in adults age 
20-64 and 2.7% in adults age 65-70. The relatively high rate in children suggests there may are significant spread in schools. 

 
 

Strategies being adopted internationally to reopen schools after the COVID-19 lockdown 
 

                
 
 
Maintain closures indefinitely 
until a vaccine or treatment 
available 

Current default position for most countries e.g., Canada, 
Israel, Italy, Malta, Spain, UAE, many US states 

Open completely Some regions of Japan; Taiwan Partial reopening 
Partial opening  
By school-level (eg, 

primary schools) 
Denmark, France, Germany, Iceland, Israel, 
Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, South 

Africa, Sweden, Vietnam; regions of China 
 Shifts Vietnam 
Outdoor schooling Denmark 
Hybrid physical and 

virtual school 
New Zealand, Vietnam; regions of Russia 

 
Belgium Schools in Belgium were re-opened starting on May 18, 2020, with all nursery schools open by June 2, followed by 

all grade school grades by June 8. Classroom size 12 is limited to no more than 10 students. Schools are using split schedules with 
students attending on alternate days. Teachers are encouraged to wear a face mask if social distancing is not guaranteed. Children (12) 
are grouped by class throughout the school day, including on the playground.  

 
Switzerland Schools reopened in Switzerland on May 11, 2020 with strict social distancing measures in place. Many schools 

have reduced class sizes in half and students attend in person classes only 2 days per week. Hand sanitizing stations have been added 
throughout schools. School re-opening for students in grade 10 and above and for university students was delayed until June 

 
The Corona Virus is Keeping Millions of Kids out of School. Number of Children   

impacted by country wide school closure due the Corona virus 
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As of March 4 2020.Refers to learners enrolled at Pre-primary, Primary, lower -Secondary, and Upper -secondary levels of 

education 
 
Israel as of early May, experienced fewer than 300 deaths from COVID-19 and the government re-opened schools’ classes in 

smaller groups or capsules, along with restaurants and other public settings. By May 17, limitations on class size were lifted Two 
weeks after school re-opening, COVID-19 outbreaks were observed in classrooms, including 130 cases in one school alone. By June 
3, there have been 200 confirmed COVID-19 cases and over 244 positive SARS-CoV-2 tests among students and staff across multiple 
schools.  

 
Japan Schools were closed on March 2, 2020.The Ministry of Health issued guidelines for school reopening that includes 

measures such as opening windows to ventilate classrooms, maintaining physical distance, checking temperatures daily, and wearing 
face masks.  

 
New Zealand Schools re-opened in New Zealand on May 14, 2020 following closures that started on March. Parents who are 

not comfortable sending their children back to school are allowed to make “transition arrangement” with their school. Early childhood 
centers record information about students that would be needed for contact tracing. 

 
South Korea schools in began re-opening in late May, 2020. In the Seoul metropolitan area, limits have been placed on the 

proportion of the student populations allowed to be present at one time, with high schools limited to two-thirds of their student 
population and kindergartens, elementary, middle, and special education schools limited to one-third of their students at a time. 
Physical distancing measures, Hygiene measures wearing masks, every day checking Temperature when children entering school 
building. 

 
Vietnam School Were opened on May 18, 2020, and students without a fever were allowed to return to class. School Staff 

Checking every day temperature, Facemasks and Physical distance is Compulsory.  
 
Scotland schools will restart on August 11, 2020 implement “blended model” learning study in school at home, with a focus 

on maintaining physical distance. Class sizes will be reduced and students will initially spend approximately Some days in school 
other days learning from home. Classrooms will include seating arrangement that is spaced at least 6 feet apart and arrival, departure, 
and break times. Innovative methods using former teachers to support classroom or online teaching. Money has been allocated to 
provide laptops to students without access to technology to enable online learning. 

 
Social Distancing Outside of Class 

Schools will get to consider the way to keep students and staff at a secure distance from each other outside of sophistication, 
particularly during arrival and dismissal, mealtimes, recess, and sophistication changes. 

 
Italy is implementing Variety pedagogical methods using the digital tools, WhatsApp and Distance learning platforms 

include Rai Scuola, La mia Scuola differente, and Treccani Scuola and Providing Wi-fi and is developing research partnerships. The 
Ministry of Education of Italy has provided 85 million Euros to enable families and students to secure digital devices to follow 
distance learning programmes.  

 
Republic of Korea: The Digital Textbooks Providing for Self-Learning includes free pf charge content.  Teachers can 

provide personalized assistance based on student outcomes School-on (launched 10 March 2020) for instruction and support between 
teachers, for teachers to share other colleague for class planning, lesson plans, ICT-based class activities, sample announcements that 
are distributed to parents across classroom.  

 
Rwanda: The Ministry is creating a users’ guide to help access and use online teaching and learning resources on the 

portal.TV and radio to provide pedagogical content broadcasting educational programs for children, including within the sort of 
cartoons, and radio is additionally used, particularly on STEM-related content. for children, including within the sort of cartoons, and 
radio is additionally used, particularly on STEM-related content. 
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COVID-19: Rethinking the role of the school 
Young people are crucial role in National Building. The COVID-19 crisis highlights that school fulfils not only an 

educational mission of knowledge acquisition, with students at home, the school community virtual interactions and learning 
opportunities provided by the internet and social networks. School provides a structured setting during which children can learn and 
develop social competencies, like self-confidence, friendship, empathy, participation, respect, gratitude, compassion, and 
responsibility. Social and emotional learning is important for young people to become conscious members of a solidarity-based 
community. A wide range of participatory activities are often used, including debates, small working groups, authentic learning 
activities (concerning real-life situations), storytelling, role playing, educational games and simulations, audio and visual laboratories, 
or arts, music, theatre, and dance. 

 
Health literacy should be integrated into school curricula, either within scientific subjects or as extracurricular matter. 

Medical professionals, pedagogists, and psychologists could support teachers during this task. Most disadvantaged Socioeconomic 
groups Purpose different type of educational interventions introduce for Primary children’s wellbeing in School, it represents the most 
effective anti-bullying strategy and facilitate to Scholastic pathway.  

 
The UNESCO Chair on Health Education and Sustainable Development strongly believes that education is health. Wellbeing 

promotion within the school setting, resulting from a process of meaningful and transformative learning, can represent the lever for a 
knowledge-based health culture, impacting not only the behaviours of students, but also those of their families and communities. 

 
 
Health and hygiene strategies  

Schools will need to have comprehensive Health & Hygiene protocols to prevent the spread of COVID -19 in schools. 
 

1. Sanitization and Health plan in schools 
All classrooms (desks, toys, door knobs etc.), staff rooms and common areas should be cleaned every day with disinfectants, 

as well as Toilets also. WHO recommends 70% ethyl alcohol to disinfect small surface areas and equipment, or hypochlorite 0.1% for 
disinfecting surfaces? Hand-wash and running water should be provided in all toilets. Students should wash their hands after using the 
toilet, Follow the instructions all students. In addition, there should be sanitizer dispensing points on each floor. Any students showing 
symptoms like fever, dry cough, body aches, loss of smell or taste, nausea, vomiting, diarrhoea, fatigue, weakness or tiredness should 
be asked to rest in the school quarantine ward. All schools should tie-up with a local hospital or Health centers and ideally, have a 
nurse/Docotor come to School for Health Check-up in the school premises at all times available on call Schools will need to have 
comprehensive Health & Hygiene protocols to prevent the spread of COVID -19 in schools 

 
2. Teachers and Children’s Hygiene and safety  

Students should be advised to avoid shaking hands, hugging, and touching each other and Physical distancing. Schools 
should implement a strict ‘No spitting’ rule. Schools should buy 2-3 Infrared digital thermometers. The temperature of all students, 
staff and visitors entering the school should be checked. The person checking should wear a mask, gloves and sanitize their hands 
regularly. Anyone having body temperature higher than 100-degree Fahrenheit should be quarantined in the ward. The nurse can 
decide to let the student attend classes or call parents and send the student home.  

 
3. Water and Food safety 

Students should not share their water and food with other students. Filter water station/s should be provided in the school. All 
students should carry their own water bottle and food.  This area should be kept clean to avoid puddles. School Should follow the 
lunch break time Handwash and toilet area instructions to provide Handwash soaps before and after lunch. Younger students should 
carry healthy food which does not spill like rotis, parathas, sandwich, fruits, salad. This will ensure that the area around them is clean. 

 
4.Hygiene-Masks 

In China, masks are required in the least times for teachers, also as for college kids as young as age 3, and in Taiwan they're 
required whenever a distance of 2 meters (6 feet) cannot be maintained. The government provides students and staff with free masks 
to wear at school. Denmark and Norway, on the opposite hand, don't require students to wear masks. Austria would require masks 
when students enter and move about the building, but not during class. 
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5.Handwashing-Points in School  
Denmark and Norway have created posters and videos to support schools’ teaching of healthy habits, and guidance requires 

school employees to receive training on hygiene standards. In Singapore, the Ministry of Education also launched cartoon heroes 
referred to as the Soaper 5 to remind students to practice good personal hygiene. Denmark’s guidance allows for the utilization of 
wipes and hand sanitizer with 70–85% lotion within the case that water isn't accessible. When South Korea reopens its schools, it'll 
require that students participate in online classes associated with personal hygiene and health and safety measures the week before 
they return to school.  
 
6.School Environment Clean 

 Schools in all countries are encouraged to wipe down high-touch areas, such as doorknobs and desks, every 2 hours. In 
Norway and Singapore, students wipe their own desks. Windows and doors are left open as much as possible to maintain ventilation. 
In Norway, toilets and sinks are expected to be cleaned 2-4 times a day, and tablets and computers must be wiped after each use.  

 
7.Transportation  

Several countries ‘guidance discourages the utilization of public transportation, although all recognize it's going to be 
necessary and suggest the utilization of masks and frequent cleaning. School buses are allowed in China, Denmark, and Norway, but 
schools are encouraged to use buses at half capacity (e.g., only one student in a row designed for two), and in Norway, students are 
encouraged to require their own transportation to high school when possible. In Jiangxi, China, some schools created new bus routes 
to accommodate the change in ridership and to reduce the need for students to take public transportation. Taiwan remains running 
school buses and transportation system as was common but requires cleaning and disinfection of seats, armrests, and grab handles a 
minimum of once every 8 hours, including before and after shifts of students are transported.  
 
8.Shared materials  

Denmark specifies that toys must be washed twice daily, and people that can't be cleaned easily shouldn’t be used. 
Computers or tablets, when needed, should be shared by only a couple of students. In Norway, library books could also be used if 
students wash their hands first, but other countries have closed libraries.  
 
9. Cleaning and Disinfection of surfaces  

Guidelines in China, Denmark, Norway, and Taiwan all recommend careful cleaning with soap and water or disinfectant a 
minimum of once daily and description proper waste disposal and removal. China’s guidelines, like South Korea’s, recommend 
wiping or spraying dioxide concentrations of 500 mg/L on furniture, door frames, doorknobs, sinks, and floors; surfaces should be 
precleaned with water, and water should be used after 30 minutes to remove disinfectant. In Norway, guidance requires the use of 
water and ordinary detergents, but it does not require the routine use of disinfectant or protective gear when cleaning most areas. Once 
every day (for schools, twice in case of 2 daily shifts of students), all highly touched surfaces (desks, chairs, doors handles, taps, 
rails…) should be washed with detergent (only when visible soiled) then disinfected. If not visibly soiled, direct disinfection using a 
cleaning cloth with disinfectant solution can be done. Those surfaces should be cleaned and disinfected before starting 
cleaning/disinfecting the floor.  
 
10.Help children cope with the stress In the Corona time 

 Children’s feeling stress due to lockdown schools, Exams postponed, difficulties, sleeping, bedwetting, having pain in the 
stomach or head, and being anxious, withdrawn, angry, clingy or afraid to be left alone. Parents should support to children in their 
homes in the pandemic situation to overcome this problem play the games with kids and dance, singing Create the joyful 
Environment.  
 
Key Principles for Safe Back to School  

Arrival: If Possibilities in the School to Encourage routes to class with multiple entrances to avoid having students and 
families meet. Family members and visitors aren't allowed on the varsity premises, except when needed in younger grades. In Norway, 
a letter was sent home before school start to elucidate these procedures. In Denmark, arrivals and departures are sometimes staggered 
by grade, therefore the children inherit school file, with markings on the bottom to point out where students should wait as they enter. 
In Austria, China, and Taiwan, students and teachers are required to wear face masks and wash their hands as they enter the 
building. Before schools reopened, local officials in some areas of China required staff to run simulations and drills before students 
returned to make sure an orderly flow of traffic. 
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Mealtimes: Guidelines Should be sets standards for handling food and utensils and cleaning tables. Shared food and buffet-
style meals are not allowed. Typically, students eat at their desks. In Taiwan and China, some schools use dividers to scale back 
germ transmission, as lunch is that the just one occasion every day students begin their masks. Some of China’s schools’ split students 
up at lunchtime in order that some students use the cafeteria with assigned seating that’s partitioned or spaced apart, while others dine 
in their classrooms; cookware, utensils, and towels must be sterilized after each use. Singapore also assigns seating within the 
cafeteria to be ready to trace individuals’ contacts. Norway discourages use of the cafeteria but suggests that, when used, only one 
homeroom group enter at a time.  
 
Country Choice of Distance Learning  

School Closure was influenced by Education Level and Region (percentage) Teacher outreach calls can support student 
wellbeing and continuation of learning during COVID-19 school closures Schools are key for information sharing, social interaction 
and often provide a caring community around children and their families. Teachers play an important role in supporting children’s 
wellbeing and learning in school. When schools are closed to stop the spread of COVID-19, continuing regular communication 
between school and home will help children, parents, and teachers. Children can receive support and encouragement from their 
teacher and feel more motivated to continue learning from home. Teachers can check in with parents and caregivers about any 
learning or wellbeing challenges for students, and provide guidance, answer questions or inform about available resources (e.g., 
remote learning materials) 

 
Country Choice of Distance Learning School Closure was influenced by Education Level and Region (percentage) 

 
 
Teacher phone calls can support student well-being and continuation of learning during COVID-19 school closures 

Schools are key for information sharing, social interaction and often provide a caring community around children and their 
families. Teachers play an important role in supporting children’s wellbeing and learning in school. When schools are closed to stop 
the spread of COVID-19, continuing regular communication between school and home will help children, parents, and teachers. 
Children can receive support and encouragement from their teacher and feel more motivated to continue learning from home. 
Teachers can check in with parents and caregivers about any learning or wellbeing challenges for students, and provide guidance, 
answer questions or inform about available resources (e.g., remote learning materials).For some children and families, being able to 
speak with a trusted adult, like a teacher, may help in referrals so they can access essential protection or health services. Teachers may 
feel better able to continue fulfilling their professional role and to feel connected to their school community. Teachers can help 
encourage children (and their caregivers) to return to school when they reopen, and to help the transition back to school and classroom 
learning.  
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Conclusion 
 Covid-19 Pandemic is impact school closure it is one of major disruption-openings are likely to occur thoughts and starts as 

school leaders tackle localized outbreaks and work to keep students and staff safe. Covid Research suggests that Physical distancing 
methods, wear the mask, hygiene Practices, cleaning material, and use of quarantine, can reduce the spread of Corona in schools. After 
the observation in all countries based on research described in this brief provide insight into how these strategies and measures 
understand and implementation to protect the health and hygiene safety of children, teachers, families, peer groups, community. 
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