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ABSTRACT 

Philosophy is an enquiry into man’s attempt to understand the universe in which he/she lives and education is according to 
some definitions, the transmission of knowledge, values and skills of culture. The philosophy of education is the combination of these 
two words education and philosophy. 

Philosophy of education or educational philosophy has developed as a new integrated discipline of philosophy and education 
during the recent years. It deals with the problems and issues of education at philosophical level. It is an implicit theoretical discipline. 
It is a unitary discipline by itself. It is applied philosophically attaining the status of field of specialization. As life and education are 
concerned to be coterminous, educational philosophy comes to the aid of tackling and ultimate problems of life, as problems of 
education and problems of life are, more or less. 

 
Keywords: Transmission, Coterminous, Enlightenment, Conceptions, Deceptions. 
 
INTRODUCTION 

Educational philosophy enables teachers to make an effective use of it in handling many of the problems they face in an 
efficient manner, giving sufficient enlightenment to them and pulling them out of the crude conceptions and devilish deceptions. 

 
All aspect of education is duly influenced and determined by philosophy. the goals, purposes, ideas, aims and objectives of 

education, curriculum and syllabus of different subjects in various classes, methods of teaching, aids of education, administrative 
policies and patterns are all determined by philosophy of education or educational philosophy that a nation adopts. For example, either 
the Democratic Philosophy or Totalitarian Philosophy of education of a nation has high influence on the educational policies and 
patterns as well as on the educational practices. 

 
As in the case with philosophy of education, so it is with the philosophical foundation of education also. But the difference 

will be in specific approach only. As stated earlier, philosophy of education is an implicit theoretical discipline, while philosophical 
foundation education may be considered as an explicit practical discipline. 

 
Hence, by educational philosophy we mean the underlying ideas and principles which influence and shape the education 

policy of a country. Knowledge of philosophy of education is bound to strengthen the vision of leaders and teacher philosophers. It 
develops the philosophical outlook in them and gives a philosophical wisdom that enables them to conduct the educative process in 
the desired manner at every stage of education. 

 
Philosophy gives directions to education by providing certain guidelines. It aims to establish rational meaning within the 

whole domain of thought. Philosophy of education helps the school officials, teachers and even parents to co-ordinate their efforts 
towards achieving educational aims and objectives. Lack of philosophy of education among school authorities and other concerned 
persons will render educational process meaningless and a haphazard task. 

 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

“A Comparative Study of Educational Philosophy of Frobel & Tagore” 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 To study the educational philosophy of Tagore 
 To study the educational philosophy of Frobel 
 To study the philosophy of education of Tagore and its impact on preset study of education 
 To study the philosophy of education of Frobel and its impact on present study of education. 
 To study the comparisons between the educational philosophy of Tagore and Frobel 
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PROCEDURE 
EDUCATIONAL PHILOSPHY OF FROBEL 

Frobel was German educator and is responsible for originating the idea of kindergarten. In kindergarten he focused on play as 
a child’s work. Frobel observed that curriculum should not impose on children but should rather issue fourth from children’s unique 
interests. 

 
His philosophy of education was based on idealism. 

 
Frobel’s philosophy was a philosophy of absolute idealism. In this he allotted a place to education and the development of the 

individual. The two important ideas that he addressed were “unity in diversity “and “his theory of development”. 
 

  He observed that there is an inner connection of the whole comical development of the universe. He considered the whole 
universe as a unity from the Absolute or God. He remarked, “in all things their lives and reigns an eternal law. This all controlling law 
is necessarily based on all pervading, energetic living, self-conscious and hence eternal unity. This unity is God. All things have come 
from the Divine Unity (God) and have their origin in the Divine Unity. The Divine affluence that lives in each thing is the essence of 
each thing. Within this all-inclusive Unity, Frobel included every existing thing via, man, animal, plant, inanimate object, or human 
society. Each one of these is individuality and also a unity. All these individual unities are bound into one great cosmic unity, which 
may be called God or a spiritual being. He said that in “in everything their works and stirs one life, because to al, one God has given 
life”. 
 
The following are the main features of Frobel’s educational philosophy: 

 Creativeness of child 
 Play and activity 
 Importance of songs 
 Teacher as a guide 

 
EDUCATIONAL PHILOSPHY OF TAGORE 

Rabindranath Tagore was one of the first in India to argue for humane educational system that was in touch with the 
environment and aimed at all-round development of personality. Shantineketen became a model for vernacular instruction and the 
development of Bengali textbooks; as well it offered one of the earliest co-educational programmes in South Asia. 

  
The establishment of vishwa-bharti and shantineketam lead to pioneering efforts in many directions, including models for 

distinctively Indian higher education and mass education. 
 
Tagore’s philosophy of education follows to his general philosophy. He approached education as he approached life as a 

poet, with a totality of vision. He was fully aware of education’s innumerable implications. “Education, he (Tagore) said, is a 
permanent painful part of the adventure of life, it is not like a painful hospital treatment for curing them (students) of the congenial 
malady of their ignorance, but is a function of the health, the natural expression is freedom of mind through the path of freedom; 
though it had has its risk and responsibility too. 

 
The three main principles of his educational philosophy are: 
 Freedom  
 Creativity self- expression 
 Active communication with nature and man 

 
The genesis of the ideal of freedom lies in his own experience of the prevailing system of education. About his early education 

he remarked, “We had to sit like dead specimens of some museum whilst lessons are pelted at us from above like hail-storm on 
flowers.” 

 
The first and the foremost work, in his opinion, we to bring the child’s mind in contact with nature. Let the child indulge and 

learn freely and spontaneously from the book of nature. Let him be happy and free. Education should be natural in content and quality 
through contact with nature and child with be introduced to the great world of reality easily and joyfully. 
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COMPARSION BETWEEN THE PHILOSPHY OF FROBEL AND TAGORE 
Frobel’s philosophy was absolute idealism – while Tagore’s philosophy conforms to his general philosophy. The two great 

ideas that Frobel preached were “unity in diversity” and “his theory of development”. 
 

Tagore approached education as he approached life as a poet, with a totality of vision. To him the object of education is 
freedom of mind through the path of freedom. 
 

Frobel felt that there is an inner connection of the whole cosmical development and realm of spirit. He saw no division 
between the individual and society. 
 

In the opinion of Tagore, the foremost work was to bring the child’s mind in contact with nature. 
 

Love and action, he believed are the only medium through which perfect knowledge can be obtained. 
 

According to Frobel, the purpose of education was to expand the life of the individual until it should comprehend this 
existence through participation his all-pervading spiritual activity. 
 

For him, education was not a preparation for future life, but the life around him. The school, in his opinion is a place where 
the child learns important things of life, the essentials of truth, justice, free personality, responsibility, initiative and casual 
relationship. All these the child can learn not by studying about them but by living them and practicing them. 
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