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Abstract 

Today, coastal and marine tourism is the largest segment of the travel industry. These are both among the oldest and largest 
segments of the tourism industry. The coastal ecosystems considered in this research are beaches and marine and sand dunes, coastal 
vegetation, marine and estuarine water. These are also the ecosystem that is typically stressed by development activity in Indian 
coastal areas. The representative location used to understand change and the process in coastal Karnataka. 

 
Introduction 

Coastal Tourism and Recreation are important parts of the largest and most rapidly growing activity in the world. Tourism 
and recreation related development is one of the major factors shaping development patterns in the coastal zones of the any country of 
the world. Foreign tourism to the United States, much of it Coastal motivated, provides significant economic benefits that relate 
directly to the U.S Position in an increasingly competitive global economy (Houston, 1995). Hence, any analysis of U.S. interest in 
Coasts and oceans must take account of this very significant grouping of’ interrelated activities. Government at all levels must 
assumes appropriate Proactive roles to shape and guide coastal tourism development. 

 
Coastal areas are transitional areas between the land and sea characterized by a very biodiversity and they include some of 

the richest and most fragile ecosystems on earth, like mangroves and coral reefs. At the same time, coasts are under very high 
population pressure due to rapid urbanization processes. More than half of today’s world Population live in coastal areas (within 60 
km. from the seas) and this number is on the rise. 

 
The coastal ecosystems considered in this research are beaches and marine and sand dunes, coastal vegetation, marine and 

estuarine water. These are also the ecosystem that is typically stressed by development activity in Indian coastal areas (Rajagopalan 
1996). 

 
The coastal area within which it is located 320 km.t long coastline, dotted with numerous beaches that beckon invitingly to 

these craving for some respite from the maddening grind of urban life. 
 
In Coastal Karnataka, what traditional activities are displaced by tourism? Are some activities displaced more easily than 

others, and why? What are the characteristics associated with people’s stake in tourism? Quantitative analysis reveals that education, 
gender, and age are important determinants of this stake. It is mostly young people that are involved as also those with a low level of 
education. It is notable that the locals engaged are neither especially accomplished nor professionally trained in the hospitality trade or 
visitor care or alternative skills that they could exploit to further their careers if this industry declined locally. 

 
In this context various tourism stake holders including environmental and development organizations have vested interest to 

use potential positive impact of tourism, especially in the field of poverty alleviation and conservation of natural and cultural assets. 
This paper will point out, tourism development of coastal Karnataka. 

 
Study Area and Data Base 

The Coastal Karnataka is selected as study area includes Dakshina Kannada, Udupi and Uttar kannada districts are located to 
the Western part of the Karnataka state to the west it is bounded by Arabian sea, in the east western Ghats, In the north Goa State and 
in the south it is Kerala state. The sea board lies between 12° 27’ to 15° 49’ North latitude and 74° 49’ to 75° 10’ East longitude. It is 
about 320 kms in length, about 80 kilometers at its widest part. The area is intersected by many coastal parallel rivers and streams and 
presents varied and most picturesque scenery. The mean temperature of these districts are between 26°to 37°C, the average rainfall is 
3267.6mm. The data are collected from various sources like state statistical department Bangalore, and district at a glance 2007-08.  

 
Objectives 
Following objectives have been formulated and they are; 
1) To identify the potentialities and Prospects of tourism in the coastal area. 
2) To know an important beaches and religious places attracts of tourist. 
3) To know policies relating to the management of coastal Resources and activities play out in the study area. 
4) To find out tools and approaches are need to improve coastal management and decision making. 
5) While there is general recognition that coastal tourism and recreation are important in the coastal zone, we believe that their 



  
  

INTERNATIONALJOURNAL OFMULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH 

ISSN:2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR :6.514(2020); IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journal: VOLUME:10, ISSUE:1(2), January :2021 

Online Copy Available: www.ijmer.in 

 

 
114 

 

impact is systematically undervalued both socio-economically important driver of coastal development in many coastal areas of 
India. In Goa alone, it is estimated that coastal tourism is the largest “Ocean industry”. 

6) A host of socio-economic conditions led to the development of tourism, both national and international. Such development is 
accompanied by many conflicts, for instance lobbying for real estate expanses versus the protection of agricultural, forest and 
natural spaces from tourism activities, which frequently trigger significant changes in existing flora and fauna. The impacts are 
also considerable-environmental, Socio-Cultural and economic particularly in coastal area and rural destinations.  
 

Discussion 
Karnataka has had a mixed experience in this sector and its share of global tourism is not very high. It does possess all three 

vital attributes of coastal tourism-sun, sea and sand which are complemented by the pull of age old ‘mystique’. It is thus an 
amalgamation of nature and culture that attracts foreign tourist to India, especially west coastal area of India. Societal drivers and 
coastal ecosystems are the two main parameters are aspects of change and sustainability on the coast. Considering the expanse of the 
‘canvas’ of issues, the focus is on what contributes most to the variations observed. To help make this decision, an expert workshop 
comprising coastal planners, researchers, and activists was convened in 1999. Looking beyond the accepted primary drivers of 
population growth and migration, this workshop identified the following five dominant development drivers of the Indian coast. a) 
Industry b) Tourism c) Port activity d) Urbanization and e) Intensive agriculture or aquaculture. 

 
The Government has perceived this as a viable development option. There are numerous Secondary resources 

accommodation, venues, restaurants, shopping centers, transport system, recreation facilities etc., have been set up to cater to the 
influx of tourists from across the globe. This infrastructure has impacted on the existing social, economic and environment dynamics 
of Kannada and Tulu society. Some of the tourism related influences and its nature discussed in this paper with special reference to the 
study area. 

 
Tourism in Coastal Karnataka 

The Coastal Karnataka emerging spontaneously as tourist destination in 21St century its unique points being historically and 
religious bL its natural coastal beauty, its cosmopolitans in nature. The coasts and coastal waters are of great value to the people for 
their personal enjoyment and for the economic benefit these areas generate for coastal communities, costal districts and for the nation 
as a whole most of the population benefits that can be sustainable indefinitely with proper foresight and enlightened public Policies, 
but these benefits cannot be taken for granted. In Karnataka coastal Habitats and the resources, they support must be protected and 
restored. The quality of coastal waters must be maintained at a sufficiently high level to provide a healthy and aesthetically pleasing 
environment for water based recreation. Similarly, swimming is maintained at an attractive and functional level even in the presence 
of accelerating sea-level rise and associated erosion, and possible increase in the frequency of coastal storms. The maintenance of safe 
conditions for recreational boating is an important. 

 
Additionally, among all different parts of these districts, coastal areas are most visited by tourist and in many coastal areas 

tourism presents the most important economic activities. Apart from these many cities in coastal Karnataka are developing with 
cosmopolitan charms and huge hub area seen in the Mangalore... It is estimates that mere number of international tourist arrivals to the 
Mangalore, and Mangalore Airport become international standard. Many religious places are also attracts to especially domestic 
tourists. The number of devotionals are visiting because, and to the coastal areas. 
 

Arrival of Tourist to Coastal Karnataka 
Years International Tourists Domestic Tourists Total 
2003 3,593(4.8) 71, O25 (95.20) 74,618 (100) 
2004 2,208 (2.02) 1,07,089 (97.98) 1,09,297 (100) 
2005 2,078 (1.94) 1,04,930 (98.06) 1,07,008 (100) 
2006 1,349 (2.54) 51,600 (97.46) 52,949 (100) 

Till June ** Figures in bracket are in percentage. 
 

Above table revels, that number of tourists from international and domestic? In addition to these impressive figures of 
international tourism, we must not forget domestic tourism movements which are much higher than international tourist’s arrivals, 
through more difficult quantity; the growth of domestic tourism is likely to be faster because many religious places like temples, 
churches durgas etc., and emerging economies in the coastal areas. 

 
Tourism Destinations 

Coastal Karnataka is a. storehouse of intellectual and cultural wisdom and its diversity, cultural richness and multifarious 
way of living place offer many culturally distinctive products to the global community, the rich cultural heritage of Mangalore that has 
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always evoked a sense of great among people all over the world is vast and various in scope. The main tourism destinations of the 
study are; 

 
Religious Places 
1. Sri KshetraDharmasthala  One of the main attraction 
2. Sri Kateel Durga Parameshwari  of these food will be supplied free of cost. 
3. Sri KollurMukambika Devi  
4. Sri Krishna Math Udupi  
5. Sri Kukke Subramanya  
 
II Sight Seeing 
1. Panambur Beach 

This is the most frequently, visited beach and it is near NMPT harbor. The ship anchored out in the Sea waiting for berth in 
the harbor can be seen from the beach which presence an attractive picture. This beach is 10 km. from Mangalore. 

2. Ullal Beach 
Situated 5 km away from Mangalore this is one of the best beaches of Karnataka. This beach has Silvery Shore of which 

command breath taking views of the Sunset, especially, when viewed’ through the casuarinas groves. 
3. Malpe Beach 

6 km from Udupi, this beach temple town renowned for a fascinating idol of Lord Krishna, it is popular picnic spot due to the 
pristine beauty and peaceful surrounding of its virgin beach. The St. Mary’s Island is another delightful holiday destination and it 
is just boat ride away. 

4. The Devabagh Beach 
The Devabagh Beach, is a must for beach lovers, Karwar also has a spot protected from harsh winds by 5 Islands. This little 

town’s are other attractions include the Sadshivgad Hill fort with a Durga Temple and the Naganath Temple where an anthill 
worshipped. 

5. The Om Beach and the Katla Beach 
These beaches are nearby to Gokarna. Gokarna is famous for the Atmalingas in the ancient temples here, according to legend, 

Lord Ganapathi tricked Ravana into putting down the Linga after a long penance. But Ravana was unable to lift the Linga from 
the ground again. And ever since, the Linga came to be known as Mahabala. The place can be visited all the years around. 

6. Murudeshwar beach  
The picturesque place is situated 16 km from Bhatkal. Bounded by the shimmering sea and rolling hills, this place Is a 

favorite tourist spot it is known for the gorgeous temple perched on a hillock a Linga is believed to have crafted when. Ravana 
flung the cloth covering the Atmalinga at Gokarna while lifting it. As one ascends the hillock, there is a shrine of Jattiga seated on 
a horse. There is a huge fort behind the temple, said to have, been renovated by the place can be visited all the year round. 

7. Maravanthe 
This beach is also has a scenic beach. It is 110 km north of Mangalore. It has a beautiful beach nearby. Ottanane near Balndur 

is famous for its glorious sunset. Water sports and beach resorts promise an enjoyable holiday here. 
8. Karwar 

Karwar is situated just 100 km from Goa makes a good starting point, for the voyage of discovering the thrills of the sea sand 
and sun. Karawar has all the making of a perfect holiday with gentle waves, palm laced beaches, silver sand and calm peaceful 
alleys. One it was an important trade center, this charming town is complimented by glorious weather and an excellent beach 
which is said to have inspired Rabindranath Tagore to open his ‘first play. For wildlife lovers, the Dandeli Games Park is just 157 
km away. Major attractions of this place include the Sadashivagad hill fort with a Durga temple. The unique octagonal church, 
and the 30 years old Venkataramana Temple, that houses some fine ochre paintings. 

 
Apart from beaches, many religious places like Sri Dharmasthala, Sri Kateel, Sri Gokarnanatheshwara Temple, Kadri Temple 

and Sri Kukke Subramanya Temple are also attract many domestic tourists. Coastal areas therefore, present a high environmental and’ 
Soclo-cultural vulnerability, but at the same time sustainable coastal tourism can be a major instrument for the economic and social 
development of the state and thus contribution to poverty elevation. This is particularly important for state like Kahiataka where 
tourism is often the more contributors to the GNP and to foreign exchange flows. 

 
To the tourist, Mangalore has many sights seeing spots. The Kadri Temple dating back to the tenth century with its nine tanks 

and its square temple and the St.Aloyses College chappel with its beautiful frescoes a top the hill commands a panoramic view of 
Mangalore. The view from the light house hill is one which takes the visitor by surprise by the splendor of the natural scene with blue 
Arabian Sea shimmering in the sun, swaying palms andluxuriant tropical vegetation which is really breath taking and Tagore Park a 
beautiful spot is situated on the Light house hill. 
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Policy Measures 
1. Central policies and programs essential for sustainable tourism development are interrelated and should be treated as such state 

and local government representative should also be included. 
2. Little guidance is currently available to state and communities for sustainable tourism development in coastal areas. 
3. At present, there is little systematic collection of data and information on the magnitude, nature and economic and social impacts 

of tourism in the coastal areas. 
4. Recreational beaches are in great demand in the India both by its citizens and foreign tourists. Yet there is no comprehensive 

national Program of beach Standards yet in effect. 
 

Findings 
Sustainability and the linkages to both social and natural environments that the concept implies provide new challenges for 

tourism researcher. Our research must now be more holistic, more encompassing and more sensitive to the needs for relevant policy. 
 
The science of tourism can play an important role in discovering implicating for the choices facing the industry. If not 

pointing the way, it can inform the industry of the Consequences of alternative paths to economic development of our quality of life. It 
can illuminate both the costs and benefits of alternative economic development Scenario and provide challenges to the conventional 
wisdom of tourism development. 

 
In coastal areas package tours to beaches and pilgrim centers would be promoted to encourage in coastal Karnataka. Though 

these districts, have a tremendous tourism potential, we have not even tapped ten percent of this potential. 
 

Conclusion 
The glorious cites like Mangalore, Udupi and other towns comprising of excellent infrastructure when compared to other 

parts of Karnataka, these cities are growing rich with its multistoried buildings and skyscrapers. Being a coastal region, it has its own 
limitations, Hence the growth can see Vertically. The transportation for tourists has intensively helped at Mangalore to reach its zenith 
as it helped the same in progressing very fast. If this trend continuous then there is a threat to its calm and serene atmosphere. 

 
But development of tourism required lot of investment. It was necessary to see that the tourist stay in the districts for a day or 

two. At present, tourists who came to Goa they use to come to visit Beaches in coastal Karnataka or pilgrim centers. “It is necessary to 
have resorts to attracts people to these districts” and also stated, the district administration intended to promote water sports to attracts 
tourists. 

Steps should be taken to promote water sports in the backwater of the districts concert proposals were being drawn to 
promote Malpe beach, Othinene and St. Mary’s Island and also for set up a Permanent mechanism to keep the Malpe beach - cleans 
through the Malpe Development Committee. 
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