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Editorial …….
The Sucharitha: A Journal of Philosophy and Religion. The rave
reviews we received were heartening. Your support and encouragement
facilitated us to come out with the next issue on time without
compromising on the standard style. The journal has and the quality of
the articles.
In the present issue, we have taken up in detail the
philosophical and religious issues discussed in academic circles. There
are well written articles covering a wide range of issues that are
thought provoking as well as significant in the contemporary world.
My thanks to the Members of the Editorial Board, to the
readers, and in particular I sincerely recognize the efforts of the
subscribers of articles. The journal thus receives its recognition from
the rich contribution of assorted research papers presented by the
experienced scholars and the implied commitment is generating the
vision envisaged and that is spreading knowledge. I am happy to note
that the readers are benefited.
My personal thanks to one and all.

(Dr.Victor Babu Koppula)
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INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY OF LANGUAGE
Pragyanparamita Mohapatra
Center for Philosophy
JNU, New Delhi

Introduction
This is a very brief introduction to a philosophical research area called
Philosophy of Language. This is one of the foundations of analytic
philosophy. The study of language has been the central theme of
interest for many other disciplines along with philosophy.
Philosophers and thinkers in general have been interested in language
analysis for a long time for several reasons. Language is an intrinsic
part of human life, so, to know about language is to know about being a
thinking creature. Language is a means of communication. It is a
medium through which human beings transmit their thoughts.
Through language, the world is represented. It is the sole medium of
expression of meaning. So, if we could understand the structure of
language then we can understand the structure of reality. Philosophers
think that philosophical problems arise due to the misunderstanding of
the language and can be solved or resolved by removing such
misunderstandings. The concepts like, “meaning”, “reference”, “truth”
are of central themes in the philosophical study of language.
Philosophers who worked on this area or gave a new direction to the
philosophy are like, Gottlob Frege, Bertrand Russell, P.F. Strawson,
Ludwig Wittgenstein, J.L. Austin, Michael Dummett, W.V.O. Quine,
Donald Davidson, Hilary Putnam, Saul Kripke, John Searle, Gareth
Evans, Crispin Wright, John McDowell and many others. So let us
discuss some of the major issues in philosophy of language.

5
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Brief Description
Now the question is: Why is language being discussed in Philosophy?
The answer may be given by taking Wittgenstein’s remark in Tractatus
Logico Philosophicus, (1922), ‘All Philosophy is “the critique of
language”.’1 This work by Wittgenstein remains a classic presentation
of the thesis that Philosophy can only be undertaken through the
critical study of language. Here, the idea of “critique” is introduced as a
device of explaining how Philosophy became central in the analysis of
language. Thus, during the late nineteenth and early twentieth
century, philosophical approach to language, i.e., known as “Philosophy
of Language”, have been developed in a context in which linguistic
analysis has been taken to be a primary resource for Philosophy. The
structure of language which is revealed by an analysis of language, is
the only key to the structure of our thought and experience of the
world. Thought is supposed to be the inner structure which is
expressed through the medium of language.
The distinction between the philosophy of language and linguistic
philosophy is that, linguistic philosophy is an attempt to solve
particular philosophical problem by attending to the ordinary use of
particular words or other elements in a particular language. The
philosophy of language is an attempt to give philosophically
illuminating descriptions of certain general features of language, such
as reference, truth, meaning, and necessity. Linguistic philosophy is
primarily the name of a method; the philosophy of language is the
name of a subject.
Philosophy as a critique of language studies the nature of meaning and
truth of language. Philosophy is not interested in the empirical aspects
of language; rather it is concerned with what language is as such and
how it is intimately connected with thoughts and experiences.

6
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Analytic Philosophy, which is one of the movements in philosophy in
the twentieth century, is very deeply engaged in analyzing language. It
presents a systematic view regarding the concepts of language,
meaning, truth, mind, world etc. which together constitute the whole
body for philosophical analysis. So, analytic Philosophy in general is
very much concerned with the understanding of the structure of
language. Along with meaning, other concepts which have attracted
philosophers’ attention are the concepts of reference and truth; all of
these are brought out by the logical structure of language. This is the
reason why analytic Philosophy has in general constituted the
questions of meaning, truth and reference in the context of the overall
structure of language. This linguistic orientation of philosophy has
been the basis of analytic Philosophy.
Analytic philosophy is not only a method of philosophizing but also a
system of thought presenting a world view, not in the way the classical
system building metaphysical philosophy is. As Dummett writes,
What distinguishes analytic philosophy in its diverse manifestations,
from other schools is the belief first that a philosophical account of
thought can be attained through a philosophical account of language,
and secondly, that a comprehensive account can only be so attained.2
Analytic philosophers concerned with four central problems in the
philosophy of language:


The nature of meaning,



The nature of language use,



The nature of linguistic cognition,



The nature of the relation between the language and the reality.

7
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Firstly, philosophers of language inquire into the nature of meaning,
and seek to explain what it means to “mean” something.
Secondly, they try to understand what speakers and hearers do with
language in communication and how it is used socially.
Thirdly, they try to know how language relates to the minds of both
the speaker and the interpreter/hearer.
Finally, they investigate how language and meaning relate to truth and
world.
Language makes thought shareable, which becomes the common
possession of mankind, so there is a need to understand the logical
structure of thought as expressed in language. Thus analytic
philosophy studies the meaning of linguistic expressions which
constitute broadly the language that expresses human thought. In this
context the following statement of Frege seems appropriate, as he says,
“Language may be a distorting mirror, but it is the only mirror that we
have.”3
This brings out Frege’s project of investigating the structure of
thought through the analysis of language. Thus, the two notions, the
structure of thought and the structure of language should be developed
together. And thought can be grasped in grasping the meaning or
semantic properties of sentences expressing that thought. The meaning
of a sentence or a word drives us to think about its reference.
According to Dummett, “Analytic philosophy born when the ‘linguistic
turn’ was taken.”4
Linguistic turn is a search for the roots of our understanding of
thought and reality via a study of language. It is the turn towards
language as the basis of our understanding of the world. The linguistic
turn makes philosophers to be aware of the limits of our conceptual
constructions of language.
8
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Although all analytic philosophers would agree that the study of
language is of the greatest importance, there is no general agreement
about which language can most fruitfully be studied by philosophers.
Indeed, it is just at this point that a fundamental cleavage has occurred
between various philosophers who practice analytic philosophy. Some
of them have concluded that philosophical analysis ought to consist
primarily in the construction of new, ideal language systems. The rules
of these newly constructed languages are intended to be clearer, more
complete, and more precise than the rules that govern our use of
language in ordinary discourse, say a sentence about ordinary language
philosophy.5 Ordinary language philosophy is also called natural or
linguistic philosophy, because it emphasizes upon the use of language
by common people. So it can be considered as more sociological in
nature as it essentially focuses on the use of language within social
context.
So, there are two threads that weave through in the tradition of
analytic philosophy, they are ordinary language philosophy and ideal
language philosophy. The most important representatives of ordinary
language camp are G.E. Moore, Gilbert Ryle, J.L. Austin, Paul Grice,
P.F. Strawson, and later Wittgenstein. The ideal language philosophers
are Gottlob Frege, Bertrand Russell and early Wittgenstein.
But early analytic philosophy had a less positive view of ordinary
language. According to Russell, ordinary language is too confused to
help in solving metaphysical and epistemological problems. Frege, the
Vienna circle (especially Rudolf Carnap), the young Wittgenstein and
Quine, all attempted to improve upon it, in particular, using the
resources of modern logic. Logic, therefore, was taken as a device to
explore the real structure of language, which would lead to solve many
philosophical puzzles. This kind of language is called as an ideal
language. Analytic philosophy takes formal or mathematical logic as its
foundation, since in analyzing the logical structure of language and
9
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thought, we can bring out the analytic truths underlying the structure
of concepts. This itself, they thought, will amount to the study of the
logic of language. This logic-inspired revolution in Philosophy takes
place in Frege, Russell and early Wittgenstein. Frege6 being one of the
founders of analytic philosophy was of the opinion that philosophy is a
critique of pure thought as expressed in a pure language.
Russell’s distinction between grammatical form and logical form
becomes significant in this context. This distinction leads to the critical
awareness of the logical structure of language, and attempts to see,
how the surface grammatical structure misleads us. So, it is the misuse
of language which is the reason for many puzzles in Philosophy.
Russell, Frege and Wittgenstein held that many philosophical problems
arise due to our being misled by the surface structure of language.
Thus, we need to uncover the real logical form of language in order to
understand the structure of language. Ideal language is constructed to
replace the ambiguous grammar of natural languages. It was,
therefore, regarded as perfect language by ideal language philosopher
that is made free of the defects of natural language.
Early Wittgenstein agreed with Russell that natural language need to
be formulated as to be unambiguous and so as to represent the world.
So, that we could better deal with the question of Philosophy, we need
an ideal language. Along with Frege and Russell, Wittgenstein also
tried to construct a logically perfect language. Like Frege, he had a
firm belief in the idea that language needs to be understood in its
logical structure because in it alone we can discover the structure of
world, and thus he says, “Philosophy aims at the logical clarification of
thoughts.”7
But Wittgenstein in his later work (in Philosophical Investigations,
1953), argued that our ordinary language itself is in perfect logical
order and it possesses a real logical form. Thus there is no reason why
10
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there should be a search for a logical language as if it were something
different from the ordinary language. Thus the concern for an ideal or
artificial language is unwarranted since the thoughts, which are
expressed in ordinary or natural language are already in logical order.
Thus, the so-called ideal language is redundant. His opposite view is
expressed thus:
On the other hand it is clear that every sentence in our language ‘is in
order as it is’. That is to say, we are not striving after ideal as if our
ordinary vague sentences had not yet got a quite unexceptionable
sense, and a perfect language awaited construction by us.–On the other
hand it seems clear that where there is sense there must be perfect
order.–So there must be perfect order even in the vaguest sentence.8
Unlike later Wittgenstein and in line with Russell, Frege also holds
that, natural language is incapable of expressing logical thoughts as the
logical thoughts are very precise and subtle. These logical thoughts are
helpless without a logical notation. Logical notation aids our capacity
to express thoughts which otherwise would remain unexpressed in our
ordinary language.
The formal language of logic involves primarily the symbols that stand
for the propositions, predicates, and quantifiers, etc. The propositional
variables like “p,” “q,” “r,” etc., predicate variables such as “F,” “G,”
etc. and quantifiers which includes, universal quantifier (X), and
particular quantifier (Ǝx). These expressions are specifically designed
to express logical thoughts. For example, instead of saying, “some
politicians are intelligent”, we can symbolically express it as (Ǝx)
(Px.Gx), where “Px” stands for “x is a politician” and “Gx” stands for
“x is intelligent”. Therefore, the language of logic is a tool of logical
thoughts and also is a device of expressing them.

11
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Another significant reason for which logic has been taken as an
instrument to solve the philosophical problems is that, logic is free
from psychology and other empirical disciplines. As Frege admits that
Logicians job is not to enquire into what is happening in human mind
but rather to give expression to what is logical and universal in human
thought. The mental processes are subjective and private in nature and
are variable from person to person.9
That is why mental processes are incapable of explaining the universal
and necessary character of the laws of logic. These laws of logic are
true for everybody and at all times and places. Hence they are
universal in character. So, an ideal language analysis would be free
from, what Frege termed, “psychologism”, and would be able to
capture the structure of both our thought and the world in their purity.
Now, meaning and reference are of major concern for analytic thinkers
as they have been concerned with logical form of language. In their
analysis of logical form of language, both natural and formal, they have
come upon with the twin concepts of reference and meaning as
constituting the semantic structure of sentences. In these structures,
they have discovered the conditions under which the sentences
function as meaningful as unites in language.
The problem of meaning arises when we want to know what a
sentence or the group of sentences express. Meaning of a sentence is
not the same as the thought of the sentence. Though meaning is
associated with thought, yet we cannot equate meaning with thought.
If meaning were to be the same as thought, then it cannot be
maintained that thought itself is meaningful. Besides, it will mean that
language does not have meaning as its internal property, since thought
in general is supposed to be independent of language. These and many
others related questions led Frege to hold that meaning cannot be
matter of psychology and that mental processes cannot be the
12
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meanings of the sentences in which they are expressed. 10 Frege has
introduced the notion of “sense” 11 in order to define his theory of
meaning. For Frege understanding a sentence means understanding its
constituents. For him sense is not determined by reference rather
reference is determined by sense. Sense is defined as “a mode of
presentation of a reference”12. Thus this view is widely accepted that it
is not reference which determines the sense rather it is sense which
determines reference. In this sense those sentences which does not
have any reference are not meaningless. For example, “The king of
France is bald”, in this sentence there is no “king of France”. Frege
termed such expressions as empty names. Empty singular terms which
do not have any bearer may have a sense and the sentences containing
them may express thought. Thus thought associated with a sentence
containing an empty name is deprived of having any truth-value; they
are neither true nor false. Truth or falsity of any expression or
sentence depends upon the reference it has. Whereas thought of a
sentence is independent of its truth-value or denotation. But Russell
holds that such expressions are not neither true nor false, rather they
are false meaningful expressions. Later on, the conception of meaning
is changed. It is viewed that “meaning is use”. That means to know the
meaning of an expression is to know how to use it. This idea is
developed by later Wittgenstein and followed by many contemporary
philosophers. Strawson, by following Wittgenstein developed a theory
of meaning in relation with the use theory of language. He holds that
the meaning of the sentence is independent of the particular use of the
sentences concerned i.e., meaning is not determined by the truth and
falsity of sentences. It is concerned with the rules and conventions
which govern the use of the sentence. The rule-structure of a sentence
is the source of the meaning of a sentence. For Strawson the truthvalue of a sentence depends upon its use and the meaning of a sentence
depends upon the rules, habits and conventions governing its correct
13
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use. So, his theory of meaning can be termed as use theory of meaning
which has an advantage over Russell’s theory of meaning which may be
called referential theory of meaning.
Like Frege Putnam has also tried to make meaning free from the
psychologism and like them he holds that meaning is a “public
property”13, that means the same meaning can be grasped by many
people and by persons at different times. A particular individual’s
psychological state certainly does not fix the extension of a term; it is
only the “sociolinguistic”14 body to which the speaker belongs that fixes
the reference.
On the basis of these theories several other theories were developed.
But at the heart of this investigation lies the fact that there is an
inseparable relation between language and the reality. It is only
through language we understand the world.
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HISTORY OF DALIT RESISTANCE IN BRITISH-CHRISTIAN
INDIA
Sunitha Pandi
Ph.D. Research Scholar
Department of History
Osmania University
Hyderabad, INDIA
Abstract:
History of Dalit liberation in British Christian India has the history of
liberation of Dalits from the hands of Hindus in many ways. Dalitbahujan thinkers and leaders have fought for their rights against the
oppression and suppression. Dalits fought tiredlessly against Hindu
oppression with the help of British Christian missionaries. Paper draw
attention from various sources to document the history of Dalit
liberation in the colonial British Christian India.
Keywords: History, Dalit resistance, British Christian India
There are at present 200,000,000 Dalits in British-Christian India1, by
far most of who are underprivileged in each feeling of the term. Every
year somewhere around four and five a huge number of them are killed
by their Caste Hindu countrymen, while millions more are beaten,
assaulted, and tormented and their homes plundered and blazed by the
Caste Hindus. An inestimable number of them are not just subject to
social, financial, and religious separation however day by day endure
individual badgering and mortification on account of Caste Hindus and
Muslims.
Over the span of the last thousand or so year's holy people and
reformers conceived in Dalit people group have looked to enhance the
1

Surya Raju Mattimalla, Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, “Intellectual
History of Anti-Caste Philosophers in India: A Study on Babasaheb
Dr.B.R.Ambedkar”pp.1-350. Surya Raju Mattimalla had extensively
written on this issue in his various published and unpublished works
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part of the Dalits – none of them with any incredible achievement. The
most recent and most chivalrous of these endeavors was made by
Babasaheb Dr Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, himself a Dalit by birth, who
reached the conclusion that there was no salvation for the Dalits inside
Hinduism and that they would need to change their religion. In
October1956 he and a large portion of a million of his devotees along
these lines got to be Buddhists, in this way achieving the renaissance of
Buddhism in India and starting a religious and social transformation of
real noteworthiness.
In spite of the fact that the sufferings of the Jews in Nazi Germany and
of the blacks in white supremacist South Africa are outstanding and
broadly examined, the no less astonishing sufferings of the Dalits on
account of the Caste Hindus, and in addition Ambedkar's2 gallant
endeavors to free his kin from their deep rooted bondage, have
remained for all intents and purposes obscure outside India. Sixty years
after his demise, the West has yet to see a life story of the considerable
Dalit pioneer, while there is still no indication of a book-length
investigation of the development of mass social equity, peace,
amicability, concurrence, liberal majority rule government, financial
equity, religious flexibility, opportunity, freedom, correspondence,
freedom, humankind, human rights, club which he initiated first time
ever.
This work on history of dalit liberation movements of Ambedkar3, a
Dalit follow out the purposes behind the development of natural erudite
people who were conceived in the Ati-Shudra people group and their
commitment in the enlivening of "untouched" groups in the standard
2

Ibid
Surya Raju Mattimalla, Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, “Intellectual
History of Anti-Caste Philosophers in India: A Study on Babasaheb
Dr.B.R.Ambedkar”pp.50-200. Surya Raju Mattimalla had extensively
written on this issue in his various published and unpublished works
3
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society . Braj Ranjan Mani contend that the legacy of dissent was
conveyed forward in cutting edge India by, more than any other
individual Phule, Pandita Iyothee Thass, Narayana Guru, Periyar and
Ambedkar4. Perceiving the force of culture in the legislative issues of
change, they had liberator dreams that grasped the entire of
experience, and stand immovably as a contrasting option to the
hegemonic speculations and practices of the twice borne pioneers
Gandhi, Nehru, Savarkar, Bala Gangadhar Tilak, Vivekananda and
Raja Ram Mohan Roy who characterized Indian country into first class
culture and convention with regards to provincial India . Public honor
was the observer for the trick of Gandhi against lower stratum of the
general public . Ambedkar5 who battled against bondage and
subordination of the average citizens and requested financial recreation
as an undetectable piece of patriotism were marked as foes of the
country. Hostile to position developments which at individuals' freedom
from imperialism as well as from the local decision class, entrepreneurs
and landowners, were advantageously consigned as the casteist and
against national affirmation of the ignorant lower classes .
Modernity in British Christian India6:
Frontier govern endeavored to rebuild the Brahmanical standings into
anglicized neo-brahmanism and made structures to manage the vital
rank relations in an altered frame. While it endeavored to break a few
brahmanical rehearses like Sati and the disallowance of dowager

4

Braj Ranjan Mani,2008, “Debrahmanizing History”, Dominance and
Resistance in Indian Society, no number page
5
Surya Raju Mattimalla, Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, “Intellectual
History of Anti-Caste Philosophers in India: A Study on Babasaheb
Dr.B.R.Ambedkar”pp.75-85. Surya Raju Mattimalla had extensively
written on this issue in his various published and unpublished works
6
Ibid. Surya Raju Mattimalla had extensively written on this issue in
his various published and unpublished works
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marriage by presenting new laws, it didn't endeavor to break the
position framework. Under states of pioneer laws and the belief system
of innovation, there developed a container Indian white collar class.
Indian patriotism developed on the premise of standing Christian ethic
likewise, interestingly, the Anglo-Indian instructive establishments, in
Mahatma Phule's words, to Sudras and Ati-Sudras. Along these lines,
Phule was the primary Dalit scholarly and pioneer to rise out of
frontier instruction and advanced Brahmanism. For, Phule, the
Brahma Samaj was a Brahmin Samaj, the Arya Samaj was a hostile to
Sudra (furthermore against Dravid Samaj),and the Indian National
Congress was a Brahmin .Thus Jotiba Phule's talk established the
framework for what now be called Dalitbahujan nationalism,and it was
in this environment that Ambedkar developed as a representetive of
Dalitbahujan patriotism7.
Seen from this point of view, there were three patriot schools of
thought in pre-1947 hostile to frontier struggles.1)Dalitbahujan
patriotism spoke to by Mahatma Jotiba Phule,Babasaheb Dr
B.R.Ambedkar and Periyar EV Ramasamy2)Hindu patriotism spoke to
by B.G.Tilak and MK Gandhi and 3)Brahmanical Communist
patriotism spoke to by PC Joshi and SA Dange.8
This proposal, be that as it may, abstains from enumerating this
history. It is principally an examination of the accomplishments of the
primary stream of patriotism that was explained, sorted out and
incorporated by Babasaheb Dr B R Ambedkar9 in the period from the
7

Aloysius G (2008), “Nationalism Without a Nation in India”,p.vii
Ibid
9
The Poona Pact between Gandhi and Ambedkar in 1932 is a clear
example of differences over the political protection of the backward
classes in the views of these prominent nationalist leaders.For
Gandhi,having separate electorates for the untouchables would
eventually convert them into a class of political untouchables whereas

8
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1930' to the 1950s.It additionally looks at the ensuing 'quiet upset' that
guarantees to change both the state and common society in postpilgrim India. It proposes to analyze this procedure in one chronicled
stages: (a) the Ambedkarite stage. Since proposition is looking into on
Babasaheb Dr B R Ambedkar and his authentic freedom developments
for Dalits it is archiving on life and mission of Babasaheb Dr B R
Ambedkar10 as it were.
Wide depiction of the term 'social change' would be the adjustment in
the nature, the establishments, the conduct or the social relations of a
group of individuals. While numerous authentic minutes can be
distinguished as snapshots of critical social change, not all are also
characterized as snapshots of social change. Reform, while
demonstrating, changes in social relations, organizations and practices
require a specific sort of element. The circumstance of change especially
requires a subject who can change, and a subject needing change, who
can be instructed.
The time of social change in India, taken generally between the
nineteenth and mid twentieth century's, is a case of a chronicled
minute in which the element of change is played out. The narrative of
Ambedkar distrusted the upper caste Hindus in protecting the interests
of the lower castes. Therefore ,by empowering them politically,he
wanted to ensure the eradication and the amelioration of the
untouchability.See.Ravinder Kumar, ‘Gandhi,Ambedkar and the Poona
Pact,1932’ in Jaim Masselos (ed),Struggling and Ruling: The Indian
National Congress 1885-1985,Sterling Publishers, New Delhi,1987.A
good assessment of Poona Pact have taken from Asha Sarangi’s
“Ambedkar
and
the
Linguistic
States,
A
Case
for
Maharashtra,EPW,January 14,2006,p.157.
10
Surya Raju Mattimalla, Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, “Intellectual
History of Anti-Caste Philosophers in India: A Study on Babasaheb
Dr.B.R.Ambedkar”p.76. Surya Raju Mattimalla had extensively written
on this issue in his various published and unpublished works
21

ISSN : 2319-4235
VOLUME 4, ISSUE 4, OCTOBER 2016

Indian social change is frequently told as, the Indian world class or subsubaltern intelligent people affected by western thoughts, analyzed
fundamentally their social framework and religious convictions. The
social change measures are then credited to achieving a renaissance or
a 'social-arousing' in different parts of India.
This procedure appears to clarify something about change, and it is the
foundation of each ensuing, refined, very much looked into study which
gives a record of Indian social change. This work will be to show how
this record in truth explains the procedures of change through the very
much experienced Dalit natural intelligent people. The procedure by
which western thoughts prompt the basic examination of social and
religious convictions is plainly obvious. Truth be told here the question
itself is being offered as a reply. The question could be acted like, 'what
is social change? What's more, how can it work?', with a specific end
goal to give a conceivable response to these inquiries, definitions and
ideas will be required.
One of the main terms is the possibility of a group of information or an
arrangement of thought. In the Hermeneutics of the Subject Foucault
gives a helpful meaning of thought as,
"Thought",...............Is not ,then ,to be looked for just in hypothetical
plans, for example, those of theory or science; it can and should be
examined in each way of talking ,doing, or carrying on in which the
individual shows up and goes about as subject of learning, as moral or
juridical subject, as subject aware of himself as well as other people. In
this sense, believed is comprehended as extremely type of activity as
activity seeing that it suggests the play of genuine and false, the
acknowledgment or refusal of guidelines, the connection to one self as
well as other people. The investigation of types of experience can
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therefore continue from an examination of "practice"11 - the diverse
frameworks of activity seeing that they are possessed by thought as i
have portrayed it here.
In any general public prevailing and subordinated classes, and their
philosophies and stories of the at various times, don't exist in
disengagement however in struggle. At the end of the day, prevailing
belief systems bring together the first class and subvert their
subordinates by denying the last a basic understanding or any
philosophy of dissent that can empower them to change their
accommodation into a changing power that would remake the world
and make it more libertarian. Marx12 accurately said, 'The decision
thoughts of society are the thoughts of the decision class '.But his over
accentuation on 'material base' in the making of 'class framework' is
stand out from the "religious" authorized 'station framework' in India13.

11

Foucault,Michael “Preface to The History of Sexuality” in The
Foucault Reader ed.Paul Rabinow,NY:Pantheon,1984,pp.334-5
12
Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, “The Ruling Class and the Ruling
Ideas”, The German Ideology,Section iii,Collected Works of Karl Marx
and Frederick Engels,Volume 5,Moscow Publishers,1976,pp.59-62
13
Surya Raju Mattimalla, Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, “Intellectual
History of Anti-Caste Philosophers in India: A Study on Babasaheb
Dr.B.R.Ambedkar”pp.215-260. Surya Raju Mattimalla had extensively
written on this issue in his various published and unpublished works
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Abstract
The welfare of the group becomes an important parameter in
the human transactions. Interactions between the individuals are a
necessary step. Communication consists of clear understanding and
successful motivators employ this tool to achieve success in their
chosen careers. Messages have to be relevant and unnecessary detail
should be avoided. Communicating face -to -face is the real need in a
changing world. The policies and procedures of the management have
to be effectively communicated to the work force. People have to relate
to one another. Communication is an ongoing, ever changing
continuous dynamic activity. People would like ideas to reach other
people with clarity and without confusion. To motivate your juniors,
communication becomes useful when applied methodically.
Key Words: Communicating face -to –face, Welfare of the group
,Interpersonal interaction ,Psychological equilibrium, Possessing
Communication Skills ,Relationships are forgotten, Asking, Telling,
listening, understanding.
Introduction
Human beings always wish to find significance in their lives and
there is a constant search for the humanity to identify their behavioral
patterns with consistent and clear objectives required for their
existence. Irrespective of the categorization on their richness, poverty,
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educated or uneducated; smart or foolish; there is a philosophical
tradition that all accept and comply to find a balanced way of approach
to lead lives fulfilling the desired criteria and while understanding the
human nature, universe and the society. The philosophy of living
constitutes a requirement where in the individual is stimulated to find
the values that are worthwhile, to observe rational thinking in order to
stay on the path of truth with adherence to reasoning and lead a life
with cooperation for his own happiness as well as that of the society he
lives in. The welfare of the group becomes an important parameter in
all the transactions. Restricted outcomes do not contribute to the
overall performance whether it is in the social, economic or educational
fields. The results of the progress of one region need to be a model for
implementation in other places and this is applicable to local, state,
national and international areas. Communication plays an important
role to accomplish this much needed task. Language, culture, tradition,
economic condition, and geographical factors play a predominant role in
the behavioral patterns of the people and to this extent the exchange of
information finds a relative friction likely to distort the smooth
functioning. To overcome these difficulties, finding the right tools of
communication is necessary and equally significant is to understand
the human behavior. When communications are proper the benefits can
be vividly assessed and the society at large with integration will move
towards progress. Everyone has to be kept informed about how things
are happening and interactions help to create this opportunity. It is
highly essential to work through methodic and planned training
modules in order to make it participative, and to ensure that the system
caters to the requirements of everyone.
Communication Skills
Communication is interpersonal interaction and to obtain best
results with proper communication techniques, one has to make sure to
establish meaningful relationships and the emphasis is to create the
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sense of “willing to cooperate” attitude of those with whom the
interactions become important. Where necessary innovative devices are
to be maintained and thus one can achieve a high degree of perfection
in the field of communication and it is possible to provide the
communication process the best of intensity with utmost enthusiasm.
Successful motivators are persuasive to think clearly and possess the
ability of making themselves understood and this stimulation adds to
the productivity. The art and science of communication includes the
four way process, asking, telling, listening and understanding. “Every
cultural pattern and every single act of social behavior involves
communication in either an explicit or implicit sense” (1). Conversation
is the most direct and effective motivational tool to accomplish many
targets

in

the

human

pursuits,

trade

or

professions.

The

communication skills are achieved mostly from natural talent and
practice, schools and colleges to a certain degree provide the requisite
inputs, but the communicator has to develop the proficiency and the
comprehension. The fact of the situation is that in human transaction
there is need to communicate effectively, accurately to describe the
feelings, emotions, and the basic purpose being to make ourselves
understood. Face to face communication enables the persons to get to
the factual information with context and content generating
enthusiasm to understand each other’s perspectives. Psychological
equilibrium and self confidence become prominent characteristics in
these attempts where the aim is to impart the thoughts as envisaged
and precise to the purpose. Conveying ideas or feelings, this could be
talking or writing, and the essence is to be understood exactly the way
the communicator intends. Understanding the process of
communication and possessing the skills is essential in order to have
wonderful relationships whether it is work or domestic environment.
Every situation may not be ideal for proper communication, because of
the presence of many factors which are likely to cause distractions and
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likely misinterpretation. Successful communications depend largely on
the sender’s intent and the formation of the message with clarity
keeping in mind the process of communication from the initiator to the
receiver with the method selected. No two people ever grasp a
“meaning” in exactly the same way. Messages have to be relevant and
unnecessary detail should be avoided. The purpose of communication is
important in the sense, if it is well planned with a firm necessity, the
process will produce results, otherwise it might lead to a wasteful
effort, not fulfilling, the original objective. The human beings relate to
one another by exchanging messages, telephone calls, or electronic
mails or verbal conversation, and the attempt is for creating
understanding. This is a point of time in the world where technological
development is on the rise and the ‘basics’ such as personal interactions
and communicating face to face with other similar relationships being
underutilized diminishing or neglected.
Face- to- face to Communication – Human Element
Face–to-face
communication
establishes
the
requisite
atmosphere for interacting to locate the identical interests and
contributes for the development of the organization or in the other
areas whether they belong to the family or the society. The importance
of human element in the field of communication for developing strong
bonds needs emphasis. In order to stay in tune with the ever changing
complexity it is necessary to sharpen the skills for communicating in
the desired manner to make sure that the ‘human element’ is kept in
mind and the information is spread in a proper manner. Utilizing
trained personnel, with thorough understanding of the context,
recognizing the delicacy, with concern and affection of the people
involved, the information system should work in the intended manner.
With the spread of knowledge and exposure to many on the global scene
for employment, trade, business, or diplomatic missions, the
importance of electronic communications is well understood, and in a
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way tests one’s skills in writing emails etc, but to a large extent it is to
be accepted, that the relationships are not so conducive because of
absence of face- to-face communications and merely positioning speed
on the top of the list ignoring other facets. Face to face communication
brings to surface, the politeness, friendliness and the sincere motive of
the people we interact. Improving one’s personality and deliberately
conveying the honest purpose in the telling and listening process of
communication contributes to positive results .The human element of
communication is of significance, as always has been, in the process of
understanding people and the human resource department of each
industry recognizes this vital aspect and believes in the everyday
communication system to create a productive environment for reaching
the corporate goals. The policies and procedures of the management
have to be effectively communicated to the workforce for results.
Person’s oral communication ability is dependent largely on his/her
psychological condition and self confidence. “Zig Ziglar says”. The
inspiring talker produces zeal, said Aldous Huxley, “whose intensity
depends not on the rationality of what is said or the goodness of the
cause that is being advocated, but solely on the propagandist’s skill in
using words in an exciting way” (2) Right use of words and if the
message can be communicated well, the people will respond. Effort is
needed to make sure that you are understood. Large scale organization
in its several tiers of management structure has to be much more
methodic in communication because of the basic fact that whatever is
intended as a policy at the top for implementation has to percolate
through the layers and reach the workforce level who actually
translates these intents into actions. Thus the perfection, accuracy,
above all the sincerity of the persons, all this play a significant role and
in particular the recognition that the human element plays a role has to
be decisively understood. When the process of communication is
thoroughly outlined, better understanding results. The loving behavior
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of the human beings always works positively and enriches the
approach.
Decision Making – Gathering information
Skill and persistence are essential ingredients to shape one’s life
and many a good decision flow towards this objective. Plenty of
thinking with a procedure and methods utilizing the alternatives, the
decision is arrived at all the same the process may not be so simple if
the problem is a complex one. The intent is not to go into the details of
decision making process, Suffice it would be to know the basic thought
and to say that gathering information is an important task in the
decision making process. Information to be gathered and to make it
available to the source of decision making, involves the different
methods and expertise of communication. After the information sources
are located, the care and judgment in gathering the messages properly
and channeling the same effectively by using the various types of
communication is important. Whatever method is employed, the
content, clarity and getting the information across as intended, these
aspects matter and become significant. Irrespective of the profession
one chooses, everyone wants a successful life with happiness and
purpose. Thus the basic urge of the individual to be a part of the
community, society and ultimately the Nation makes the path to gain
prominence for acquiring good communication techniques. The pursuit
of knowledge is of paramount importance. Creativity, achievement and
freedom are essential for a life of fulfillment. Anything to be grasped,
learned and to be utilized for enhancement are dependent on the
process of communication consisting of the four way process (i) asking
(ii) telling (iii) listening and (iv) understanding. Buck Rodgers says “We
need courses in listening – not hearing, but listening for meaning. Poor
listening skills must cost business and industry millions of dollars
annually, not to mention its cost in terms of damaged and shattered
interpersonal relationship” (3).
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Blaming other people for the miscommunication is a common
occurrence, but introspection can reveal that communicators
themselves probably are in the wrong too by not communicating
correctly. Listening is an important communication skill and
individuals must put in the requisite effort to pay attention and
comprehend the information that is being communicated to them.
Many underestimate the function of listening on the assumption that
listening is easy.
What is involved in Communication
People have to relate to one another in order to get along in the
society and the world, and particularly with the changes in cultures,
languages, this task is not that simple as envisaged but requires an
effort to understand the divergence and the concepts in a willing
manner. The persons involved in the process of communication,
irrespective of the method chosen, have to be open and supportive. The
responses increase the engaging capacity and bring out the potential for
establishing good relationships generating an understanding between
the persons, they in turn forming their own set of rules for
strengthening. Strategies include associations, withdrawals, avoiding or
showing affectionate concern towards one another.
This communicative process can be understood by learning the
interactions with the belief that there is significance attached to people
and events. Communication is an ongoing, ever changing continuous
dynamic activity affecting one and all. Body language is relevant to
communication because it displays the attitude of the person. The
various moods such as attentiveness, relaxation, pleasure, can be the
clues of body language. Appearance, posture, gestures, eye contact,
facial expressions and voice; all these are a part of the behavioral
patterns. Verbal communication needs the help of body language to
indicate the attentiveness of listening. Nodding head is the most
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commonly used as a signal of understanding the other person’s
communication: Non verbal communication includes expressions of
pointing, waving and benefits the person using them and
correspondingly eases the effort of the communicator. Body language
should come into use in a restricted sense, primarily to avoid
misunderstanding and secondly to give importance to spoken
communication.
Communication encompasses human behavior
Most important element in the communication process is
“people”. In the interpersonal communication different patterns of
relationships emerge depending upon the number of persons involved.
The essence of effective communication means responding with
meaning and the degree of relationships varies depending upon the
understanding, comprehending, and how best one can cope with
anxiety and sensitivity of the information at hand. Lee Thayer has said
“that communication occurs whenever some” raw data input” has been
meaningfully related to some portion of a person’s total psychological
system so that he or she can use it immediately or later in thought and
action” (4) . Message that originates has to be the same at the receiving
end and if a misunderstanding develops, the receiver tends to view the
fault as his by not allowing the message to come in properly due to
disturbances, and the sender treats it as his fault with the feeling that
he failed to send the correct message. All these aspects have to be taken
into consideration for making sure that the messages are transmitted
in a proper manner. Communication is not only moving the
information but comprises of human behavior and associated
complexities. Humans respond to stimuli selectively and look for
meaningful information. People would like ideas to reach other people
with clarity and without confusion. The words that are used must have
accuracy and always must relate to the reference. R. Wayne Pace says
“When an object is physically present, we can point to it without having
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a name for it. When the object is not present, we need the ability to
point to it verbally, symbolically. Either way, pointing is the process of
referring to something”. (5)
Interpersonal Communication
This type of communication facilitates exchange of information
between two or more people and the success of this communication is
dependent on the success of understanding of the message by the
senders and receivers equally well. Interpersonal communication is
used with words verbal as well as written to maintain relationships.
Communication events when analyzed consist of component elements
and all these in combination comprise the act of communication. R.
Wayne pace and Robert R. Boren say that the process is dynamic and
requires comprehension of continuing change in the relationships
among each of the many aspects and looking at these eleven elements,
they are:
(i) Source (ii) Interpreter (iii) Symbols (iv) Interpretation (v) Referents
(vi) Intent (vii) Medium (viii) method (ix) context (x) channel (xi)
response. (6)
Source – Communicative experience usually involves someone or
something which serves as the place from which stimuli come.
Interpreter – Assigns meaning to the stimuli.
Symbols – Stimuli consist of signs, signals.
Interpretation – Act of interpretation involves (a) interpreter’s
referential response referring to things, events, and people. (b) Emotive
response referring to feelings, and emotions.
Intent – State of a person’s mind which directs his actions towards a
specific objective.
Medium – In human communication, media are auditory, visual.
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Method – Method of technology of communication.
Context – Refers to the specific social system in which the
communicating takes place.
Channel – Refers to the direction in which information moves and
through whom.
Response – Whether verbal or non verbal, response is the test of the
quality of the message from the source.
There are benefits of on online interaction such as one can
improve learning skills, one can express thoughts and improve upon
thinking abilities. This interpersonal communication through social
network is on the one hand beneficial, on the other it is insulating the
ability of persons talking in real life.
The emphasis continues to echo the earlier observation that
‘people’ are the most important element in the field of communication.
There are four different types of interpersonal communication namely
(i) the Dyad (ii) The serial channel (iii) The small group network and
(iv) The collective audience.
The ‘Dyadic’ involves two individuals who engage in interaction. They
make one another the main source of stimuli and respond to the
innumerable number of sensory outputs. Example of this is
conversation and interviews. The ‘Serial channel’ involves number of
individuals who relay the message in succession using dyadic method,
interpreting and then as source; producing a net work of channels.
The ‘Small group network’ involves three to fifteen persons,
alternatively interacting with one another, and holding on to group
involvement, all towards the common aim. Thus they become
interpreters, sources and observers. The participants are motivated and
members

achieve

their

goals

with

interaction.

Examples

are

conferences, seminars. Interpersonal communication over a period of
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time facilitates an opportunity to strengthen personal relationships
becoming intimate.
The ‘Collective audience source’ is single and the speaker heads
the communication event. Audience pays attention to the source with a
question answer session for clarification. The response may be an
applause if they appreciate or disapproval if they are not in tune with
the message. Examples are public speaking, training sessions and
teaching.
Knowledge of other aspects of communication
Expressing oneself in an effective manner in meetings by not
being in a hurry and letting the others talk first. The key words and
phrases are to be noted on a paper for amplification later. Mental and
physical relaxation and good control on gestures is essential. At the
time of speaking, making the points firm and clear and keeping track of
the timing are distinct needs. The fundamental courtesy at the time of
speaking over the telephone, writing and reading skills equip the
person for further achievement. The computer knowledge has
revolutionized the communication system. The speaker has to steer the
meeting in an effective manner particularly when visual aids are
employed for presenting new ideas associated with illustration
techniques. Knowledge of teleconferencing and video conferencing is
necessary since these link people for effective communication. People’s
resistance to change will probably be an obstacle, and in this case
emotions have to be under control in order to present yourself and
create the impression. Clothing and the way one dresses also aids the
communication process and provide meaning to the purpose. Electronic
technologies such as television and computer net works which came
into existence in the recent decades added a distinct speed to the
communication process, at the same time, the books, newspapers and
magazines continue to exhibit their importance. The print media works
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constantly to keep abreast of the developments in the modernity of the
happenings of the globe particularly in the field of education, culture,
industrialization and a constant effort to keep the world community
together. Communication is a helpful process and apprehensions or
negative impressions will only hamper the warm and friendly
atmosphere which is very much required for the growth of a healthy
society. Ideas, feelings and actions of people are influenced by groups
and positive compliance with correct attitudes makes it conducive for
competence and trustworthiness. Cultures too affect our thinking,
behavior, and communication can be meaningful when cultural
identities exist. Corporations utilize the services of professionals for
advertising and public relations and the communication messages thus
achieved reach the audiences and serve the purpose. Organizations
design management strategies and their skilled leaders are equipped
with human relations back ground with proficiency to carry out
communication between management and workers. In such a net work
the members possess the qualities of skill, dependence, a unique culture
to support the organization and above all a bond to follow the rules of
communication involving messages from lower management to upper
management and vice versa. Conflicts arise due to misunderstandings
or miscommunications. Each situation is rectified depending upon the
type of conflict and the magnitude.
Summing Up
Human behavior, attitudes and their grasp become significant in
the well-being of the society and advancement is possible only when the
persons understand each other which is possible by understanding the
methods of communication. How one relates to the other is an
important factor. Miscommunication, poor communication or no
communication will create problems. Speaking, listening and other
modes of communication listed earlier are all great assets to protect the
human civilization learning new experiences to help the pursuits.
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Communication involves perceiving stimuli and assigning meaning.
Remy C. Kwant says “We must be strongly aware of the fact that in our
speaking we should be faithful to reality (7) . Man orients himself to the
environment and puts in creative effort to understand the
communication principles for satisfying his needs. Communication
being an important and potential skill in all walks of life, it is necessary
that relevant principles are taught in schools at an early age and in the
universities subsequently to reinforce this vital technique. Motivation
encompasses listening, conversations and ability to write clearly to
convey thoughts. Career development demands this skill and one
should aim to be a good communicator in order to fulfill the work
commitments that arise in assignments of their choice.
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Introduction
Bhagavad-Gita is an ancient scripture and its message distinctly
added value to humanity of the universe. Located in the Bhisma-Parva
of the Mahabharata, the greatest Sanskrit epic, the gita’s reflections
deal with metaphysics, religion and ethics and has been rightly called
the “gospel of Humanity”. This treatise has attracted the attention of
many a seer and notable among them being Shankaracharya,
Ramajunacharya, Madhavacharya, Vallabhacharya and Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu who wrote commentaries along with notable personalities
such as Tilak, Gandhi, Aurobindo, Malavya, and Radhakrishnan of the
contemporary period. All these have outlined its specialty and
acknowledged the gita’s importance. The significant observation one
makes is that the Bhagavadgita does not cater to any single religious
discipline or any particular section of people, rather it contains the
most intense philosophy providing comfort to many worldly human
sufferings and offers remedial situations to the individual, the objective
being to create harmony in the society and the world. It is no
exaggeration if one views the gita as a common base to endorse the
feelings of the need of a world citizen concept much needed and
prevailing now. Mankind has demonstrated a number of adjustments
throughout the stages of evolution absorbing the fluctuations that
arose with heritage, culture, religion and the modesty exhibited
following the path of truth addressing the issues enroute has elevated
the purpose. Every culture in the world can read and interpret the
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Bhagavadgita because of the fact that the knowledge found here in
directly provides information about the purpose of human existence,
with the relationships of god and soul’s immortality. Every one benefits
from these concepts. Every human being has a right to establish his
divine relationship. Yoga of perfect actions, devotion and knowledge are
the three distinct paths that throw light on the care and attention
required.
It is necessary to further dwell upon the culture of the people of
India where more than a billion people practice different religions,
speaking different languages, and inspite of this variation, the
humanity is kept together, not by coercion, not by dictatorship, but by a
democratic process which protects the integrity and safety of the
individual. All the faiths such as Hindus, Muslims, Christians, Jews,
Zoroastrians coexist with harmony and one can proudly say that it is
the tradition of the country which echoes “one common family” view
which has come down for the last thirty or forty centuries. There is no
room for apprehensions, because the path ways may be different with
twists and turns but all can use the spiritual landscape to approach
their quests. Indian Culture transmits the spiritual ideals into life with
a message for the whole of humanity. Some of the fundamental aspects
of Indian culture are discipline, devotion, duty mindedness, and means
of reaching god through Karma marga, Bhakti marga, Jnana marga,
yoga Marga and service to mankind all these values are embedded in
the scripture Bhagavad-Gita and will be addressed as we move along.
It will be well within the context when we talk aboiut the factors
that promoted diversity in unity in India; these are geographical
diversity, racial, linguistic, religious, social and political. The factors
that promoted unity in diversity are geographical, religious unity,
linguistic, cultural, physical, and political and the togetherness that is
exhibited by crores of people in the Pushkaras and Kumbha melas. The
Bhagavad-Gita touches upon the intellectual adventures and takes on
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the path of highest good and spreads universal love. Scriptures contain
the essence and it is necessary for one and all to adhere to the values
and observances projected in them. Many number of concepts
applicable to well being of humankind are indicated. Scriptures serve
two purposes, one, it should pertain the thought pattern of that period
and the other, it should project ideas that become applicable in all
periods of time and this eternal element makes the scripture
everlasting. Bhagavadgita possesses that kind of universality catering
to the experiences of the people. Thus the approach one adopts to
understand the Gita is significant, in the sense it always emphasized
the fact that truth is one and eternal.
Gita and its Prominence
Human nature and its understanding is necessary in order to
have a completeness of the study of mind and in particular, the mind’s
behaviour in the modern times. Knowing the intellectual and emotional
sides and study of life which is many sided in order to get a rational
knoweldge is essentail, which in turn signifies that philosophy is the
rationality, bieng the mother of all sceinces, behind each of them.
Living beings are destined to growth being subjected to an upward pull
intellectually and put in effort to study the nature of the absolute
Brahman. The Gita’s dialogues are not merely to generate discussions
but the intent is to provide insight into the spiritual truths and to
expand one’s vision and reach the essence of the Gita’s profound
message. The ideas embedded in the Gita are wide and convey rich
experience. Gita is an application of the upanisad ideal to the new
situations, and the context in which the Gita is said to be delivered
indicating a central purpose for solving life’s problem and directing on
to the right conduct.
Gita represents a unique synthesis of action, devotion and
knowledge. Man is a complex of intellect, will and emotion; he is a
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being who thinks wills and feels. Intellect has given rise to the
philosophy of knowledge; will to the philosophy of action, and emotion
to the philosophy of devotion. The teaching of the Gita is in keeping
with this view. Goal of salvation and its attainment is through these
three different paths of knowledge, action and devotion and different
people attempt these methods. The stage for the teaching of Lord
Krishna was the battle field Kurukshetra and the fundamental
metaphysical teaching of the gita is that of the unreal there is no being
and of the real there is no non-being. Gita indicates the
indestructibility of the soul (Avinashi) carrying with it the ideas of
eternal (nitya) unborn (aja) undiminishing (avyaya) all pervasive (saragata) immovable (achala) ancient (sanatana), unmanifest (avyakta),
unthinkable (achintya) and immutable (Avikarya). Not being subject to
birth and death, the soul canot perish along with the body.

S.

Radhakrishnan says “Sir R.G. Bhandarkar thinks that the Gita is at
least as old as the fourth century (B.C). Garbe assigns the original gita
to 200 BC, and the present form of it to AD 200. Adi Samkara (ninth
century AD) comments on it and Kalidasa knows it1. The context in
which the gita is said to be delivered points out how its central purpose
is to solve the problem of life and stimulate right conduct.
Bhagavadgita consists of the three importance aspects of life and these
are Jnana Yoga, Karma Yoga and Bhakti Yoga and these three different
paths of knowledge, action and devotion help the attainment of goal of
salvation. Looking at these in breif; Jnana is essentailly and
predominantly the path of knowedlge. Rising above the relish and
desire, detachment to the sense objects and improving true knowledge;
these will help the knower identify with his own Self. Karma is, that
nobody can renounce actions which are generated by the constituent
gunas of prakriti, sattva, Rajas and Tamas. The impregnated idea is not
to giving up action itsefl but the fruits of action. The Gita teaching
stands not for renuciation of action, but for renunciation in action.
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Bhakti or devotion is viewed as disinterested service to God. Bhakti too,
like Niskama karma can be performed only by a true jnani. Lord says
“Never does my devotee perish and”, the doer of good never comes to
grief. The object of devotion is the personal God, the Purushottama on
whose mercy the devotee has to throw himself utterly. Absolute
dependence and faith are necessary.
Man, Pursuit and the Gunas
Human lives find enormous scope for experiencing the earth and
every step moves in the direction to make life more meaningful and the
significant aim has been to add value to the civilization. Suffering is
inevitable and irrespective of one’s position, humans throughout the
world absorb the fluctuations and rise above personal level, become
pragmatic and work towards the happiness of the society. Self
enjoyment and social good, these two aspects should be balanced and
one cannot lose sight of a purposeful life. Individual human beings are
to follow the destined paths. Each individual seeks security and
pleasure which are called artha and kama. The two remaining
purusharthas – dharma and moksa also need to be accomplished.
Emotional, economical or social security is called artha in Sanskrit.
Artha can be in the form of cash, real estate, home or relationships.
Kama is a form of pleasure that satisfies senses and evokes
appreciation. Dharma is action governed by the swabhava, the essential
law of one’s nature, the pure quality of the spirit. Moksa gives a vision
of freedom as seeing one self as a secure and happy person and free
from being insecure and unhappy. Corliss Lamont says “Each of us will
find a deeper and more sustained happiness in working for a noble
purpose than in spending our fast flying years upon personal
trivialities2 . This noble purpose is to seek a solution for this ignorance
and dwell on knowledge and the man otherwise is facing a life of chaos,
pain, suffering, evil and constant change and death. Conflciting
interests, struggle between righteousness, unrighteousness and the
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social, moral, religoius, political disturbances can be resolved by the
human mind when humanity is understood and gita offers many a
solution for all this. “According to the Sankhya philosophy accepted in
this resepct by the gita, three essential qualities or modes of the world –
energy and therefore also of human nature, sattva the mode of poise,
knowledge and satisfaction; rajas, the mode of passion, action and
struggling emotion; tamas the mode of ignorance and inertia”3 .These
three gunas (qualities) i.e. sattva consisting of purity, reason and
knowledge; Rajas consisting of desire, active and restless, and tamas
consisting of qualities ignorance, laziness; all these gunas direct the
individual’s existence and thought. Man predominantly dominated by
rajas, attempts to use all the forces within his power to face the life’s
battle, primarily to satisfy his ego, and tries to win over the stneggle.
Bhagavadgita in chapter-II, sloka 45 reads as
“traigunyavisaya
veda
nistraigunyo
nityasattvastho niryogaksema atmavan”.

bhavarjuna

nirdvando

‘The subject matter of the vedas is related to the three qualities.
Oh! Arjuna, be one who is free from the three – fold qualities, from (the
sorrow of) the pairs of opposites, one who is ever established in
sattvaguna, one who is free from the anxities of acquiring and
protecting, one who is a master of oneself ”. P. George Victor says,
“The ideal man described in the Gita is the Sthitaprajna (man of
steadfast –wisdom). The Sthitaprajna is a wise man with equaminity,
withdraws his senses from the worldly objects. He is the self-controlled
person, free from desire and pleasure, equally sees the gold and lump of
the earth, neither rejoice nor laments, seeks the welfare of all4 .Human
beings must exercise control over the senses and passions in order to
acquire self-discipline and this is possible with a strong will.
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Desire and how it relates
Raga – dvesas are ever present and their presence makes
contemplation very difficult. Happiness is possible only in a tranquil
mind. Gita in chapter-II, verse 67 reads as:
‘indriyanam hi caratam yanmano nuvidhiyate tadasya harati prajnam
vayurnavamivambhasi’.
“The mind that follows the moving senses indeed robs the
person of his knowledge, just as the wind carries away a small boat on
the waters”.
Desire is the ordinary motive of all human actions; it is non attachment to the works one does with two vital requirements i.e.
without clinging to the sense objects and the fruit of the works.
The doer invariably carries egoism in his actions and when this
quality disappears, the works undertaken with this spirit, with a divine
thought the Karma yogi realises the impersonality of the action. Equal
and impartial approach in the actions becomes possible only when the
gunas are transacended and when the individual gets rid of the desire
of possessions of sense objects. “Desire and passions that arise from
desire are the principal sign and knot of ego. It is desire that makes you
go on saying I and mine and subjects you through a persistent egoism
to satsifaction and dissatisfaction, liking and disliking, hope and
despair, joy and grief….5 The indian value tradition emphasises on
egolessness, detachment, goodness and insists on dharma in personal
life and social organizations. Desire brings confusion of mind, is a
menace and chief enemy of spiritual perfection.
Karma Yoga
Karma binds with its limited results. Doing karma is useful,
since a prepared mind can pursue knowledge. Karma Yoga neutralises
raga dvesas and provides knowledge for negating the doership. The
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word Naiskarmya is important because the state of actionlessness,
freedom from action, is identical with what is called moksa, which is
self-knowledge, atma-jnana. A general definition of Karma is that
which is in the form of motion-calanamatkam karma. Nishkam karma
or self-less or desireless action is an action performed withiout any
expectation of fruits or results; creating a balanced approach to work,
with an equanimity of mind provides satisfaction and personal
excellence. When the attitude is “work is worship”, the environment of
the work place displays commitment and ethical behaviour. Verse 47 of
chapter 2, in the gita reads as ‘Karmanyevadhikaraste ma phalesu
kadacana ma karmaphala heturbhurma te sango ‘stvakarmani’ “Your
choice is in action only, never in the results there of. Do not be the
author of the results of action. Let your attachment not be to inaction”.
Earlier on we have noticed that likes and dislikes, that is raga-dvesas,
and karmas performed relate to this. One can perform an action or
need not is a choice and all human beings have this choice, but none
has choice over the outcome of the results. The necessity for karma
yoga is because people are in the hands of raga-dvesas. Behaviour,
activities, responses such as cultural, racial all these aer controlled by
likes and dislikes. Karma-yoga can be summed up as, results of your
actions, there is sameness, samatva in your response and this attitude
is dependent upon the recognition of Isvara as the Karma-phala-data,
the giver of the fruits of all actions. Our choices to perform karma are
based on the rules of dharma and adharma and these are universal;
‘samanya – dharma’. Sri Aurobindo says “the Gita’s solution is to rise
above our natural being and normal mind, above our intellectual and
ethical perplexities into another consciousness with another law of
being and therefore another standpoint for our action…6 Works done as
a sacrifice to the Lord, are no longer our personal actions, refer to the
Divine will.
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Knowledge
Yoga is union achievable with the help of works done with
divinity, without desire and sacrificial attitude. Knowledge is not
elevation of mind and intellectual application but in the Gita sense, it is
growth into higher state of being. The word ‘jnana’ is used in Indian
philosophy, in the yogic sense relates to supreme self knowledge to
know the supreme, the self, the divine. To acquire this self -existent,
intuitive, the Self experiencing, self revealing knowledge, one must
conquer and control the mind and senses. Gita in chapter IV, verse 39
reads as
“Sraddhavamllabhate jnanm tatparah sanyatendriyah jnanam labhdva
param santimacirenadhigacchati”.
“One who has faith (in the sastra and in the words of the
teacher, who is committed to that (knowledge, and) who is master of
one’s senses gains the knowledge. Having gained the knowledge, one
immediately gains absolute peace”.
Commitment and sense organ control are fundamental
requisities to gain absolute peace. Jnana destroys the defects that arise
out of sorrow and delusion. The advaita philosopher Adi Shankara’s
primary importance to jnana yoga as “Knowledge of the Absolute
(Brahman) while the Vishishtadvaita commentator Ramanuja regarded
knowledge only as a condition of devotion. Intellectual knowledge
contains incompleteness, and in the higher knowledge falsehood cannot
enter when the attempts are to locate the ‘truth’, insisting on the
relation between this knowledge and karma yoga. Classical advaita
vedanta uses the four fold discipline to train and attain moksha, these
are viveka, vaivagya, sama, and mumuksutva. Aurobindo says
“Endurance, philosophic indifference, resignation are ,we have said, the
foundation of three kinds of equality, but the Gita’s truth of knowledge
not only gathers them all up together, but gives them an infinitely
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profound, a magnificently ample significance”7 .An attitude of self
surrender, oneness with all beings, and to see the divine in them; the
acquired knowledge leads to this and Gita’s teachings are directed to
this.
Devotion
The Bhagavadgita introduces bhakti yoga in combination with
Karma yoga and jnana yoga. Bhaktiyoga is the path of systematized
devotion for the attainment of union with the absolute. Gita in chapter
IX, verse 34 reads as….
“manmana

bhava

madbhakto

madyaji

mam

namaskuru

mamevaisyasi yuktaivamatmanam matparayanah”.
“May you become one whose mind is committed to me, who is
devoted to me, whose rituals are offered unto Me and may you
surrender to Me. Having yourself prepared in this way and being one
for whom I am the ultimate end; you will reach Me, the self alone”.
True knowledge is to know with the inner being and is an awakening.
This spiritual endeavour brings in the unification, of the divine with
integral devotion. ‘The divine inhabitant becomes himself the flame
and the offering, because the flame is the God ward will and that will is
God himself within us.”8 The dualities and the sorrow there of is for the
earthly preoccupations and the way to liberate oneself is to turn inward
and move away from the material life. Ignorance should be replaced by
knowledge towards the universality of the spirit. Bhakti can be done in
four ways (i) Atma-Bhakti (ii) Ishvara Bhakti (iii) Ishta Bhakti and (iv)
Guru Bhakti.
Synthesis of divine love, knowledge and action
In action, the effort of the individual takes him to his
spirtuality, and the lower nature is transformed with the balance of the
three gunas; sattva, Rajas and Tamas. When the ego personality is
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freed, aspiration to a higher nature develops. Knowledge and action
need to be in combination with bhakti. Gita teaches that devotion
consisting of knowledge and action takes one towards supreme
unification. Apart from understanding these vital aspects of gita’s
enumeration, for purposes of spiritual upliftment, the synthetic ability
becomes an intellectual capacity to find optimum solution for problems
in the material world. Knotty problems of life have to be understood in
an analytical manner to handle the life’s problems in a calm and cool
manner. The individual develops holistic and creative thinking to
function in an ethical manner protecting the established human values
and it is in this context the learning and understanding action,
devotion and knowledge from the scripture Bhagavad-Gita takes
prominence. A.N. Tripathi says “spiritual competence is of special
relevants to our work life and professtional life9 Bhagavad-Gita is a
treasure and its benefits are ever available to the past, present and
future.
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Introduction
Educational Philosophy is a search for a general understanding of
values and reality by chiefly speculative rather than observational
means. It signifies a natural and necessary urge in human beings to
know themselves and the world in which they live and move and have
their being. Western philosophy remained more or less true to the
etymological meaning of philosophy in being essentially an intellectual
quest for truth.
Philosophy is intensely spiritual and has always emphasized the need
for practical realization of Truth. Philosophy is a comprehensive system
of ideas about human nature and the nature of the reality we live in. It
is a guide for living, because the issues it addresses are basic and
pervasive, determining the course we take in life and how we treat
other people. Hence we can say that all the aspects of human life are
influenced and governed by the philosophical consideration. .As a field
of study philosophy is one of the oldest disciplines. It is considered as a
mother of all the sciences. In fact it is at the root.
God makes all things good; man meddles with them and they become
evil. He forces one soil to yield the products of another, one tree to bear
another’s fruit. He confuses and confounds time, place, and natural
conditions. He mutilates his dog, his horse, and his slave. He destroys
and defaces all things; he loves all that is deformed and monstrous; he
will have nothing as nature made it, not even man himself, who must
learn his paces like a saddle horse, and be shaped to his master’s taste
like the trees in his garden. (Rousseau, 1955)
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Educational Philosophy
Meaning of Philosophy The word philosophy literally means love of
wisdom; It is derived from two Greek words i.e. 'phileo' (love) and
'Sophia' (wisdom). This tells us something about the nature of
philosophy, but not much, because many disciplines seek wisdom. Since
times immemorial there have been various pursuits for unfolding the
mystery of the universe, birth and death, sorrow and joy. Various ages
have produced different thoughts throwing light upon the mystic
region. The ultimate truth is yet to be found out. This eternal quest for
truth 'lends the origin of philosophy. A love of wisdom is the essence for
any philosophy investigation.
Meaning of Education “Education is nothing but a means to equip
the person to face life and to grow into worthy citizens. This can be
successfully done only when the educational process is planned in such
a way as to be geared to the ideals and requirements of life. This
requires a philosophical background. In other words we may say that
education should be in conformity with the philosophy of life.” (Rai,
1973)
Meaning of Philosophy of Education Philosophy of education is
one of the oldest yet one of the newest disciplines. It is one the oldest
since Plato, and the one of the newest since it began to emerge as a
separate discipline only in the twentieth century. Philosophy and
Education are but two stages of the same endeavour: philosophizing to
think out the highest values and ideals; education to realize them in
human personality.
Thus philosophy of education is essentially a method of approaching
educational experience, rather than a body of conclusions. It is the
specific method which makes it philosophical. Philosophical method is
critical, comprehensive and synthetic. Therefore, philosophy of
education is the criticism of the general theory of education. It is a
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synthesis of educational facts with educational values. In brief it is the
philosophical process of solving educational problems through
philosophical method, from a philosophical attitude to arrive at
philosophical conclusions. This would imply that it is philosophy in the
field of education.
Overview of Educational Philosophy
Definition: An educational philosophy is a personal statement of a
teacher's guiding principles about "big picture" education-related issues,
such as how student learning and potential are most effectively
maximized, as well as the role of educators in the classroom, school,
community, and society. Each teacher comes to the classroom with a
unique set of principles and ideals that affects student performance. A
statement of educational philosophy sums up these tenets for selfreflection, professional growth, and sometimes sharing with the larger
school community.
Education Philosophy has been defined in many ways, with each author
stressing some or the other important dimension of education. Some of
the definitions of education are as follows:
Education is the creation of a healthy mind in a healthy body.
- Aristotle
The aim of education is to dispel error and discover truth.
- Socrates
Education is the process of remaking experience, giving it a more
socialized value through increased individual experience, by giving the
individual better control over his own powers.
- Dewey
To prepare us for the complete living is the function which education
has to discharge.
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- Spencer (Cunningham 18)
“Philosophy is essentially a spirit or method of approaching experience
rather than a body of conclusions about experience.”
- Edgar S. Brightman.
“Were I limited to one line for my answer to it, I should say that
philosophy is a general theory of criticism.”
- C.J. Ducasse.
“Philosophy like science, consists of theories of insights arrived at as a
result of systematic reflection.”
- Joseph A. Leighton.
“Philosophy is concerned with everything as a universal science.”
- Herbert Spencer.(Sharma 30)
The above mentioned definitions of philosophy show us that some view
philosophy as being critical, while others see it as a synthetic discipline.
But both viewpoints would seem one sided as it is both critical and
synthetic. Literally speaking the word ‘philosophy’ involves two Greek
words – ‘Philo’ means love and ‘Sophia’ means wisdom. In this sense
philosophy would mean love of wisdom. Thus, a philosopher is one who
is constantly engaged in the search for truth, and uses the method of
reflection to achieve this purpose of investigation.
Education as a process
As a process, education may be looked at from two points of view. They
are from a social point of view, and from an individual point of view.
The social point of view: Society seeks to perpetuate itself by
handling on its cultural acquisitions to each succeeding generation.
Here is where we find education as a social process. This was more a
characteristic of oriental peoples.

52

ISSN : 2319-4235
VOLUME 4, ISSUE 4, OCTOBER 2016

The individual point of view: As an individual process, education
seeks to bring about growth and development within the individual.
This was the educational theory of the occidental peoples.
We must, however, keep in mind, that these two aspects are
complimentary rather than conflicting. “Individual development is
unthinkable (in the beginning at least) except insofar as the individual
comes into the possession of social inheritance; and social transmission
is impossible without bringing about changes within the individual.”
Thus we find that both the point of view treat education as that which
brings about a change.
Aims of education It is the aims which help the process to be
realized. Every activity is followed by some purpose or the other. With
regard to education, they mainly concern the educator and society.
There are, however, different aims of education. The reason for this is
that every person by nature is different from the other. Likes and
dislikes differ from person to person. Some may give importance to
morality, others to culture, and so on. So there is a tendency for people
to reflect their own individuality in their aims. We shall now consider
some of the aims of education.
Social Aim “Man is a social being. He cannot live apart from society
and so it should be the foremost aim of education to inculcate the sense
of co-operation in the child to enable him to enjoy the amenities of life
and utilize his own innate powers for the benefit of the other.” (Rai,
1973)
The supporters of this viewpoint believe that isolation from society
spoils a person and destroys the life values. Since a person is a social
animal, his or her development is only possible through social contacts
and relationships. He or she cannot be a man or a woman all alone. The
individual will mould itself according to the will of society. The
individual will have to act in accordance with the needs and the
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requirements of society. Thus this process of moulding and curbing the
individual goes on continuously both consciously as well as
unconsciously.
Individual Aim The supporters of the social aim give importance to
the society. They claim that through education an individual should be
enabled to acquire the aim of sacrificing his or her own interests for the
sake of the society.
Those who support the individual aim hold just the reverse view. They
believe that it is the individual who should be given importance.
“According to Prof. T. P. Nunn, Education must secure for every one
the conditions under which individuality is most completely developed.”
(Rai 1973)
There are certain institutions such as family, school, etc. which are for
the betterment of the individual.
Morality as an Aim of Education If we take this aim in the wider
sense we find that the formation of right conduct is nothing but a
character developing process and this process ultimately leads to the
point which is called moral development. If a child is seeking truth or
knowledge, it is forming the right conduct. This good conduct develops
the qualities of its character, and when developed take the form of
moral force and the child becomes morally high. All this has to be done
through the means of education. Thus by understanding the aims of
education, we are able to get an idea of what education is, and what it is
basically aims to achieve.
Types of Philosophy
Many writers on the philosophy of education in this country and abroad
have attempted to reduce “Philosophies” to a limited number of types,
the so-called ‘Schools’ of philosophical thought. Idealism, Realism,
Pragmatism and Existentialism are often considered the four
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traditional philosophies. The first two schools are based on the position
that reality – for example, knowledge or what we believe to be so. The
second two of the major philosophical schools champion the notion of
absolute and eternal knowledge or reality.
Idealism: Idealism has its origins in ancient Greek philosophy, as
expressed in the work of Socrates and Plato, for them, the answer to
the question “What is real?” was that truth and absolutes are found in
the realm of ideas.
Realism: the origins of the philosophy of realism are attributed to
Aristotle. Although this philosophical school also emphasizes absolute
truth or knowledge, it departs 1800 from idealism in suggesting that the
answer to the question “What is real?” is found in the concrete world,
not in the minds of human beings. Whereas the idealist believes that
the material world blurs our ability to grasp reality, a realist believes
that a study of the physical world best answers the preceding question.
Pragmatism: pragmatism as a theory of truth. It does not agree with
Parmenides’ association between thought and reality. They argue that
experience, not thought, is real. Employing Parmenides’ assumptions, a
pragmatist would say that what cannot be experienced cannot be real.
Experience is defined as everything we do in life in a sensory way in
addition to everything we believe or think.
Existentialism: up to this point, we have seen focus on interacting with
the world of ideas and the world of material things. This interaction
allows us to acquire and process knowledge, presumably leading to
more general or universal and more accurate views of reality.
Existentialism takes issue with the assumption that reality is an
expression of the beliefs of the world community.
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What Education is?
Education is a critical input in human resource development and its
fundamental element is sustaining economic growth in our country.
Education is the transfer of knowledge acquired by an individual or a
group of individual to another person or a group of persons, and in a
larger scene from one generation to the succeeding generations. Thus it
is a set of unlocked ideas or ideally a set of positive values passed on to
posterity in the hope that they will prosper both materially and
intellectually.
The traditional type of education may be described under two broad
categories:
Semiology: Various symbols served as a medium known as semilogy to
pass on what he had to say posterity though it appears that it was not
his intention at all to educate any one particular.
Scriptology: Maximum emphasis was laid on memorising the verbally
communicated material as also the written matter of the scriptures and
parroting it out faultlessly. Thus the scriptological mode of
transmission of knowledge from the GIRU. Education of the SISHYA
was mainly through word of mouth, and the Sishya was to repeat the
same until he thoroughly memorised the whole the verbatism and until
he could produce it to his guru's full satisfaction.
These two variant streams of consciousness among the population
existed independently with no noticeable effect of one another in terms
of organised education except in the cases of worship of idols (symbols
of God) and ritualistic and faith-oriented practices, however, the
method of education followed by the majority of the setters the
memorisation - reproduction process had finally established itself are
over shadowing the existing folk-forms.
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India was exposed to another type of education including scientific
method, which is systematic and methodical in approach. And a new
stream of consciousness (Scientology) had been added to the ahead
existing ones.
In the present day India, we seem to have been badly caught in the
second alternative (Scientology)
where a traditional, imaginative,
intuitive, and authoritarian guru and an obedient 'Shishya'.
Educational Philosophy through Ages
Traditional education may be considered as an ancient education which
was based on Aryan (Hindu) social system. The main features of the
system were "Varna Ashrama Dharma". It was regarded of getting
second stage of life. Brahmacharya Ashram was based on Varna. The
education was meant for these Varnas viz Brahmana, Kshatria an
Viyshya. The chief aim of education was upholding 'Sanskrit'. As the
methods of teaching was 'monitorial' combined with recitation and
discussion?
In 6th B.C. the protagonist religions Buddhism and Jainism established
their own educational system against the Hindu way of system. The
main aims of this non-Hindu education were to reform the society, and
to prepare the children for happy life on earth and for after life.
Rivalry between Hindus and Muslims led to the establishment of
Islamic Education Comprising Maktabs (Primary) Madarasa (Higher).
In the first time of the history of Indian education courses like
Geography, Medicine, Logic etc were introduced and taught to the
students by Muslim rulers. All education was imparted through either
Arabic or Persian languages. The Islamic Education system flourished
until the advent of the English people in the 18th century.
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Educational Philosophy in Modern Times
All modern educationists hold the view that not only should the
educator be equipped with knowledge of a variety of subjects, but also
that he or she should have his own philosophy of education, without
which he or she cannot effectively solve the problems that face him or
her in teaching day to day. The most fundamental question in the field
of education concerns its aim. This question raises queries about the
nature of a person and the possibility of its modification and
transformation. A person’s nature is very much concerned with his
place in the cosmos. Therefore, the aim of education is very much
concerned with the question of the nature of the universe. This is what
makes for the close relation between philosophy and education.
Educational Philosophy is Applied Philosophy
The educator, however, is not a person who pursues knowledge for its
own sake. His activity lies within the sphere of what Aristotle termed
the practical science, and he looks to philosophy to provide him with
principle so that he can place his work on a sound basis. R.C. Lodge in
his Preface to Applied Philosophy emphasis the distinction between
pure and applied philosophy. He writes: “Intellectuals whose interest is
mainly in theoretical problems are inclined to streat the application of
philosophy to practical questions a little carelessly. Plato, although he
insisted upon his philosopher-kings devoting much of their time to
applied philosophy, certainly regards application as a ‘secondary’
activity of the individual. And in the modern world we have thinkers of
the caliber of Wundt, S. Alexander, Bertrand Russell and Nicholai
Hartmenn all pointing out that in matters of ethics the application of
their distinctive theories makes, as a matter of demonstrable fact,
surprisingly little difference”.
It is obvious that any philosopher must think out his principles before
they can be applied to human life, and it is equally clear that the
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purpose of the educator in studying philosophy is to concentrate not so
much on theoretical principles as upon their significance for life in
general and for education in particular. Many educators would be
prepared to regard the study of education as a branch of applied
philosophy. Thus Sir John Adams described education as the dynamic
side of philosophy.
Educational Philosophy becomes distinguished from other
forms of Knowledge
From what has been said already, it is obvious that philosophy has
become more circumscribed and more sharply defined. After starting
with the idea of including all knowledge, the philosopher has gradually
excluded certain specific branches of knowledge. Even in the Greek
period the astronomer and the mathematician were claiming that their
studies were to a great extent independent of philosophy. In the
seventeenth century the physical sciences began to pursue their
independent course to be followed later by botany, zoology, and
physiology. The term Natural Philosophy, which is still occasionally
used, reminds us of the time when the natural science were still
regarded as philosophical disciplines. The last to leave the fold was
psychology which now claims to be a natural science and has adopted
the methods of observation and experiment which are common to most
of the natural sciences.
Educational aim Express a Philosophy of Life
“What education is and how young people should be educated are
questions which demand consideration. At present there is a difference
of opinion about the things to be taught, whether the young should aim
at goodness or at getting the best out of life. Neither is it clear whether
education is more concerned with the cultivation of the intellect or with
character. The existing practice of education offers no solution to the
problem. No one knows on what principle we should proceed, whether
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the young should be exercised in that which is useful in life or should
goodness or should the higher knowledge be the aim of our training. All
three points of view have been maintained. If there is no agreement
about the aims neither are there about the means. Different persons
starting with different ideas about the nature of goodness, naturally
disagree about the practice of it”.
– Aristotle, The Politics,
1337a and b
This statement is as true to-day as when it was made by Aristotle more
than two thousand years ago. There are still as many views about the
nature and aims of education as there are people who discuss them or
attempt to put them into practice. From one point of view this is as it
should be. The human spirit is always developing, trying out new ideas
and perhaps rejecting them or modifying them in the light of the
experience that has been gained. It is urged that no aim can be final in
the sense that it expresses what applies to all ages and to all times and
conditions. This is not an adoption of the pragmatic point of view which
denies the existence of ultimate values. It is the expression of the belief
that existing values are approximations and that further reflection and
experience may give a deeper insight into the meaning of ultimate
values than was possible for earlier generations. Nor is it a confession
of despair. One can hope for progress even if at times one can only see
retrogression. Aristotle’s statement is reminiscent of Hegel’s
declaration that there is no philosophy but only philosophies. Whatever
one may think about this, the fact remains that every educational aim
is an expression of a philosophy of life.
Educational Philosophy System of Schools – Plato
Children enter school at six where they first learn the three Rs
(reading, writing and counting) and then engage with music and sports.
Plato's philosopher guardians then follow an educational path until
they are 50. At eighteen they are to undergo military and physical
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training; at 21 they enter higher studies; at 30 they begin to study
philosophy and serve the polis in the army or civil service. At 50 they
are ready to rule.
This is a model for what we now describe as lifelong education (indeed,
some nineteenth century German writers described Plato's scheme as
'andragogy'). It is also a model of the 'learning society' - the polis is
serviced by educators. It can only exist as a rational form if its members
are trained - and continue to grow.
 The object of Platonic education is therefore moral and political. It
is not an apprenticeship for know-how but an education in life
skills.
 Since the health and beauty of both body and mind are essential
goals of Platonic education (see Laws, 788c), education, in keeping
with Greek custom, is divided into two parts: gymnastics and
music (i.e. culture).
 Physical education begins before birth. Pregnant women are
advised to walk around and move about as much as possible.
Age

School

Special Development or Studies

Birth to
3years

Infancy

Bodily growth, sensory life, no fear,
child reacts to pleasure and pain

4 to 6 years

Nursery

Play, fairy tales, nursery rhymes,
myths, get rid of self-will

6 to 13 years

Elementary

Play, poetry, reading, writing,

school

singing, dancing, religion, manners,
numbers, geometry

13 to 16

Instrumental

Play the cithara, religious hymns,

years

Music

memorize poetry (esp religious and
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patriotic), arithmetic (theory)
16 to 20
years

Gymnastics and
the military

Formal gymnastics and military
training. No intellectual training

20 to 30
years

Sciences

Coordination of reason and habits;

30 to 35

Dialectic

interrelating the physical sciences

years

Philosophy, Psychology, Sociology,
government, law , education

35 to 50
years

Service to State

50 to end

Philosophers

Higher Philosophy

According to Plato, education is primarily a state function. Therefore,
the philosophy of education forms the heart of any discussion of
government. In the Republic and the Laws, Plato emphasized that the
education should be completely under the control of the state. The state
provides the teachers, buildings, and controls the curriculum and
methods of teaching.
The failure of the old Athenian education was due to the failure of
parents to inculcate the virtues and training the children. Plato he was
intolerant towards tender sentiments and individualising tendencies of
family life. His conclusion was that the family training cannot be
trusted; the good of the state demands public control of breeding,
nursing and training of the children.
In a nutshell, Plato’s polis (state) is essentially an educational
community.
 It is created by education. It can survive only on condition that
all its citizens receive an education that enables them to make
rational political decisions.
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 It is up to education to preserve the state intact and to defend it
against all harmful innovations.
 The aim of education is not personal growth but service of the
state, which is the guarantor of the happiness of its citizens for
as long as they allow it to be the embodiment of justice.
This state is a strict meritocracy, where the citizen body is divided into
the functions (commonly but erroneously called "classes") of producers,
auxiliaries (in charge of internal and external security), and
philosophers, the last two jointly referred to as "guardians."
 The Republic is concerned with the education of the guardians, but
in the Laws, where Plato draws up an actual system of laws for a
state conforming as much as possible to that standard, the same
education is provided to all citizens, according to their abilities. As
such, he believes that the child belongs to the state and its
education is the responsibility of the state (Republic, bk. 2, 376.)
 Education must be compulsory for all. State funds should pay for
gymnasiums and for instructors, officials, and superintendents in
charge of education, both cultural and physical
Philosophers views on Education.
Vivekananda’s Views on Education
His view on education deals with physical education, moral and
religious education, medium of education, women education and
education for weaker sections of society.
Physical Education: without the knowledge of physical education, the
self-realization or character building is not possible one must know,
how to make our body strong through physical education, for to attain a
complete education, it is necessary to develop both the mind and the
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body. In particular, Vivekananda stressed the value of physical
education in curriculum.
Medium of Education: Like Gandhi and Rabindranath Tagore,
Vivekananda also emphasised education through the mother tongue.
Besides mother tongue, there should be a common language which is
necessary to keep the country united. Vivekananda appreciated the
greatness of Sanskrit that it is the source of all Indian languages and a
repository of all inherited knowledge; with the absence of this
knowledge, it will be impossible to understand Indian culture. It is like
a store house of ancient heritage, to develop our society it is necessary
that men and women should know this language, besides the
knowledge of the mother tongue.
Moral and Religious Education: Vivekananda said, “Religion is the
innermost core of education as well as

is a vital part of a sound

curriculum. Vivekananda considered Gita, Upanishads and the Vedas
are the most important curriculum for religious education. For him,
religion is a self realization and divinization. It is not only individual’s
development but also for the transformation of total man. The true
religion cannot be limited to a particular place of time. He pleaded for
unity of world religion. He realized truth while practising of religion.
The truth is the power, untruth is the weakness. Knowledge is truth,
ignorance is untruth.
Education of Masses: The individual development is not a full
development of our nation, so he needs to give education to the society
or common people. The education is not only confined to the well-to-do
persons only but also to the poor people. Vivekananda emphasis to
improve the conditions of the masses and he advocated mass education.
He takes this mass education as an instrument to improve the
individual as well as society. By this way, he exhorted to his
countrymen to know-“I consider that the great national sin is the
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neglect of the masses, and that is one of the causes of our downfall. No
amount of politics would be of any avail until the masses of India are
once more well-educated, well-fed and well-cared for.”
The educational philosophy of Swami Vivekananda is a harmonious
synthesis between the ancient Indian ideals and modern Western
beliefs. He not only stressed on the physical, mental, moral, spiritual
and vocational development of the child but also he advocated women
education as well as education of the masses. The essential
characteristics of his educational philosophy of Swami Vivekananda are
idealism, naturalism and pragmatism. In a naturalistic view points, he
emphasized that real education is possible only through nature and
natural propensities. In the form of idealist view point, he insists that
the aim of education is to develop the child with moral and spiritual
qualities. In the pragmatists view point, he emphasized the great stress
on the Western education of technology, commerce, industry and
science to achieve material prosperity.
Rabindranath Tagore
Rabindranath believed in complete freedom of every kind for the
students, the freedom of intellect, decision, heart knowledge, action and
worship. But in order to attain this freedom, the education had to
practice equanimity, harmony and balance. He interprets independence
as normalcy or the fact of being natural.
According to Rabindranath Tagore, self-education is based on selfrealization and the process of self-realization is as permanent as that of
education. What is most important in this is that the students must
have faith in him and in the universal self-underlying his individual
soul. All those actions, which provide a natural sense of satisfaction and
contentment, will promote the educative process. This contentment is
the reaction of the soul, and hence not the same as mere satisfaction
and pleasure.
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Tagore Aims of Education:
 According to Rabindranath, the aim of education is selfrealization.
 According to him, this realization by every one is the goal of
education.
 Self-realization, according to Rabindranath, means the
realization of the universal soul in one s self.
 Man’s aim of life is to achieve this status.
 It is a process, which cannot be realized without education.
Gandhi - Basic education
Gandhi's educational policies reflected 'Basic Education for all', a
spiritual principle which states that knowledge and work are not
separate. It was a reaction against the British educational system and
colonialism in general, which had the negative effect of making Indian
children alienated and career-based; it promoted disdain for manual
work, the development of a new elite class, and the increasing problems
of industrialisation and urbanisation. The three pillars of Gandhi's
pedagogy were its focus on the lifelong character of education, its social
character and its form as a holistic process. For Gandhi, education is
'the moral development of the person', a process that is by definition
'lifelong'.
This evolved out of the spiritually oriented education program at
Tolstoy Farm in South Africa, and Gandhi's work at the ashram at
Sevagram after 1937. After 1947 the Nehru government's vision of an
industrialised, centrally planned economy had scant place for Gandhi's
village-oriented approach.
According to Gandhi basic curriculum includes three things:
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1. Physical environment i.e. seen and felt which compresses biology,
botany, zoology, geography and astrology.
2. Child’s social environment which contain his interaction with
society- his work as individual and as a member of society.
3. The child’s craft work which helps in knowing craft- how to weave,
learning to do something which lead to productivity.
Conclusion
The philosophic issues implicit in the previous discussions, philosophy
was defined as the generalized theory of education. Education is a tool
which not only provides us a profession which we can pursue but also a
purpose in life. The purpose of our life is undoubtedly to know in
oneself and be ourselves. We cannot do it unless we learn to identify
with all that lives. It is very aptly said in the philosophy of education
that: “Know you were written over the portals of the antiques world.
Over the portal of the new world, ‘Be thyself s shall be written”. The
philosophy of education is wisdom, wisdom is knowledge through this
knowledge we are receiving education, which helps us to make our life
better and purposeful with ethical and moral values. The scope of
Educational philosophy is concerned with the problems of education.
The main problems of philosophy of education include the aims and
ideals of education, analysis of human nature relationship of education
and state, educational values, theory of knowledge and its relationship
to education, economic system and education, the place of school in the
educational system, the curriculum and the process of education and
finally the relationship of education and social progress for betterment
of the humankind of philosophy.
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Abstract : You may have noticed over the last few months that we’ve
expanded our focus to technology in agriculture. After years of investing
and months of research, “ag tech” is now an active sector focus, but it’s
always been an area of interest for us. In fact, two of our portfolio
companies, Slim
Trader and Promethean
Power,
deploy
their
technologies with farmers. Over the last few months, we’ve seen a flurry
of activity in the ag tech space and we’re excited about the trends and
innovations that are making it a smart and high-impact investment
opportunity.
Projections show that there will be 9 billion people in the world
by 2050. The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) estimates say
we need a 70% increase in food production from 2005 levels to feed all
those people, and we have to grow, harvest, distribute, and consume our
food more efficiently. Our growing population is becoming increasingly
urban: the World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that 7 out of 10
people will live in a city by 2050. We’re not gaining additional resources
like land or water, nor are we gaining more farmers.
Introduction
As economies continue to develop, the percentage of the people
employed in the agricultural sector declines. In general, a 1% increase
in GDP leads to a .052 decrease in the percentage of people employed in
agriculture, controlling for growth in the labor force. The regions that
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will have the largest population gains, Sub-Saharan Africa and South
Asia, also have the highest percentage of their population working in
agriculture today: 60% and 50%, respectively.
This is bound to decline dramatically as their economies
progress. To put this in perspective, less than 2% of the U.S. population
is employed in agriculture. It was above 50% in the mid-1800s. A shift
to decentralized production models and increasing consumer
conscientiousness are positive signs that we can make our food supply
chain more efficient. We’re starting to become more aware of how our
consumer choices and policies affect the environment, our food, and the
laborers who produce the food we buy. Still, this conscientiousness
demands technology, tools, and innovation to inform smart and
sustainable choices.
Innovation and Technology
There is a lot of innovation in the mobile/IT and energy spaces
that have the potential to make a huge impact on the farm. For
example, smart power systems, precision agriculture tools, farm
management software, and affordable sensors are all within reach of
even the smallest farmers today. From Nairobi to San Francisco and
from Tallin to Sydney, entrepreneurs are taking advantage of new
technology that makes these products possible. We see potential in
radio frequency technologies (RFID, NFC, and Bluetooth), the Internet
of Things and the big data that comes along with it, as well as in clean
technology advances from ambient energy, to waste-to-energy, to
renewable sources. Ultimately, we think that all of these technologies,
when deployed effectively, will work towards achieving the following
long-term objectives.
Long-Term Objectives
1. Efficient farm management and resource efficiency – As
mentioned earlier, a declining percentage of farmers in the
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world have to produce more for a growing population.
Fortunately, advances in technology can have significant impact,
as did irrigation systems, tractors, and other mechanical
innovations in the 19th and 20th Centuries. Further, a “whole
farm approach” optimizes the farmer’s efficiency, including use
of water, waste, soil, energy, and most importantly, time.
Precision agriculture technologies, for example, can optimize
fertilizer applications, saving time and money by creating a
more productive field.
2. Traceability – You’ve heard of the horse meat scandal and
countless other food recalls. People want and need to know
what’s in their food and where it comes from. This requires
tools and processes that manage and monitor the flow of inputs.
This would improve efficiency, product differentiation, food
safety, and product quality. Further, traceability and
transparency in the food supply benefits the farmer in the long
run, by opening up opportunities to access credit and markets.
3. Supply chain efficiency – A third of the food produced annually
is wasted. In the U.S., most of our food is wasted at the
consumption stage. In Sub-Saharan Africa, food is wasted before
it even reaches the consumer. (See more here). Whatever way
you look at it, the supply chain needs to become more efficient.
Where do we go from here?
We’re keeping our eyes open for opportunities in the ag tech space.
We’re looking for startups offering technologies that can:
 Increase farmer profitability, productivity, and efficiency.
 Improve farmer, animal, and consumer livelihood with better

work environments, food safety, and food security
 Protect the planet and its finite resources.
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The notion that agriculture, as a global practice, has been exploiting
resources faster than they could be renewed has been a topic of
discussion and debate for decades, perhaps centuries. Symptoms of
imbalance have been seen in the form of pollution, soil erosion/loss,
wildlife population decline/shifts, and general alteration of a "natural"
flora/fauna as a result of human intervention. Indeed, agricultural
practices are undeniably "unnatural", regardless of whether the
production is a one square meter vegetable garden in Tokyo or a one
million hectare rubber tree plantation in Malaysia. Of course, an
equally unnatural and parallel phenomenon has been the exponential
growth in human population, with associated demands for both food
and shelter, which have often exceeded the "natural" carrying capacity
of land. Based upon the premise that human population growth will not
be constrained as a result of food shortages due to overriding social
values, this article makes three assertions regarding the role technology
in sustainable agriculture:
 Technology has/will increase agricultural productivity.
 Technology development has-been/will-be sustainable.
 Technology is, therefore, the basis for Sustainable Agriculture.

Food is subject to the economic principles of scarcity. Unlike the
artificial value of scarce items such as gold, an adequate supply of food
is paramount to population survival and skill diversification, making
agriculture a first level priority. Technology has enabled human
civilization to leave the "Hunter / Gatherer" paradigm of existence and
concentrate labor and land to the sole purpose of food production on an
ever-increasing scale. The concept of "scientific agriculture" dates to
publications by Liebig in 1840 and Johnston in 1842, which speculated
about the role of chemistry in agriculture.
The concepts of inheritance and Mendelian genetics were soon to
follow in 1865 and subsequently stimulated the biological basis for
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modern agriculture. Soon, science-based institutions in Europe and
North America eagerly expanded the application of biological and
chemical sciences to agriculture, spawning new technologies and
approaches. These early applications of technology have not only
increased food production in real terms, but have dramatically reduced
the
number
of
individuals
directly
involved
in
food
production/processing – enabling the diversification of society to
address social issues not directly related to "survival", but generally
seen to increase the quality of life.
To deny the role that biological and chemical technology have
played, continue to play, and will play in the future development of
agriculture is to deny natural history itself. The indiscriminate or
inappropriate use of chemical and biological technology, however, can
clearly produce negative consequences to the ecosystem and threaten
the long-term viability of the enterprise. The central issue of
sustainability, therefore, is preservation of non-renewable resources.
Food production, habitat preservation, resource conservation, and
farm business management are not mutually exclusive objectives.
Credible arguments have been advanced to suggest that production of
food via high-yield agriculture techniques can meet the nutrition
requirements of the global population (Avery, 1995). The balance can
be achieved through planning land use – with a considerate analysis of
what parcels of land to employ for high-yield agriculture while
retaining marginal or poor land for non-agricultural activities or
wildlife habitat preserves (Anonymous, 1999). Studies to quantify the
impact on production of reducing or limiting inputs to agriculture have
suggested that yields/hectare would decrease from 35% to 80%
depending upon the crop (Smith et al.).
Without a concurrent decrease in demand, the amount of land that
must be utilized would increase dramatically. In fact, global land in
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production today, which is roughly the size of South America, would
need to be the size of South America and North America if the high
yield benefits of technology were not employed (Richards, 1990). If the
motivation of sustainability is optimization of production and resource
conservation objectives, then progress can clearly be achieved.
Sustainability in agriculture relates to the capacity of an agro
ecosystem to predictably maintain production through time. A key
concept of sustainability, therefore, is stability under a given set of
environmental and economic circumstances that can only be managed
on a site-specific basis. If the perspective of sustainability is one of bias
against the use of biological and chemical technology, and espouses a
totally natural ecosystem, then agriculture as a practice is already
excluded. If, on the other hand, the perspective of sustainability is one
of preservation of non-renewable resources within the scope of the
agricultural enterprise, then the objective is not only achievable, but
good business practice and good environmental management.
To a large extent, the rate of technology development and the
degree of innovation in future technologies will greatly influence the
stability, and certainly the productivity, of agriculture. Technology, in
the classical sense, includes the development and use of nutrients, pest
control products, crop cultivars, and farm equipment; but it also
includes the vision of genetically modified crops providing greater
nutritional efficiency (more calories per yield, or more yield),
manipulation of natural pest control agents, and use of farm
management techniques that focus on whole-farm productivity over
time, not just annual production per hectare.
Consider the basic premise of biotechnology: the least expensive
and most renewable source of energy on Earth is the sun and the most
abundant and predictable mechanism to convert the energy from the
sun to useable energy is photosynthesis -- biotechnology has enabled
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methods to direct abundant natural energy to new more efficient or
unique food products.
The imagination is literally the limit to the opportunities. Short
term objectives will of course focus on yield, quality, and input
reduction. Long term, however, the genetically-created "transmissions"
will focus on creating super-nutritious feed for animals, plants that
outproduce the subtractive influence of pests (making "tolerance" a key
pest management tactic), physiological adaptation to out-compete
adjacent species (e.g., weeds), drought stress tolerance, and overall
improvement in the rate of photosynthesis (leading to any number of
industrial applications).
The development and use of agricultural technology is not,
however, limited to genetic wizardry. Indeed, the use of computational
technology, combined with geographical location devices and remote
sensing advancements, promise to radically change the way all crops
will be managed. Commonly referred to as "Precision Agriculture", the
underlying theme is integration of information to create management
knowledge as a means to address site-specific production goals.
Uncertainty with the environment will always be a key issue with
agriculture, but this too will be managed as environmental modelling,
combined with risk management algorithms, will lead to the optimal
use of genetics on specific soils within known weather profiles. And,
breakthroughs will continue to be seen in the "classical" technologies
that have exponentially increased world food production since the
advent of "scientific agriculture" in the late 1800’s. In addition to
advances in productivity, technology will be used to remediate land that
has been overused or misused through poor agricultural practices.
The concept of Best Management Practices will continue to be a key
focus, regardless of the current state of technological offerings.
Strategies, such as Integrated Pest Management (IPM) consider the
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site-specific circumstances, but also the values and business
considerations of the agricultural producers. IPM has been essential in
describing the role and rationale for responsibly managing pests,
pointing scientists and practitioners alike to identify future needs in
biological information, and placing pest control in perspective with
production goals. To this end, the concept of pest Economic-injury
Levels has been central to dismiss the notion that pests must be
controlled at all cost in favour of break-even analysis (i.e., Gain
Threshold; Stone and Pedigo, 1972).
Sustainability is indeed an issue of survival, but is far broader than
the concept of habitat destruction and soil erosion. Sustainability
includes the goal of food production, welfare of the food producers, and
preservation of non renewable resources. To that end, technology of all
types has been and will be the enabling man-made component that will
link these two overriding objectives. Indeed, history confirms that
technology has been essential to agricultural productivity/stability;
current breakthroughs in technology confirm that the discovery and
development of new technologies is a sustainable endeavor, and
common sense directs us to the conclusion that technology will enable
Sustainable Agriculture.
Below are technologies related to agricultural and natural
manufacturing under four key areas of accelerating change: Sensors,
Food, Automation and Engineering.
Sensors help agriculture by enabling real-time traceability and
diagnosis of crop, livestock and farm machine states. Food may benefit
directly from genetic tailoring and potentially from producing meat
directly in a lab. Automation will help agriculture via large-scale robotic
and microrobots to check and maintain crops at the plant level.
Engineering involves technologies that extend the reach of agriculture
to new means, new places and new areas of the economy. Of particular
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interest will be synthetic biology, which allows efficiently
reprogramming unicellular life to make fuels, by products accessible
from organic chemistry and smart devices.
Reuters
We have included predictions based on consultation with experts
of when each technology will be scientifically viable (the kind of stuff
that Google, governments, and universities develop), mainstream
(when VCs and startups widely invest in it), and financially viable
(when the technology is generally available on Kickstarter).
Sensors
Air & soil sensors: Fundamental additions to the automated farm,
these sensors would enable a real time understanding of current farm,
forest or body of water conditions. Equipment telematics: Allows
mechanical devices such as tractors to warn mechanics that a failure is
likely to occur soon. Intra-tractor communication can be used as a
rudimentary "farm swarm" platform.
Livestock biometrics: Collars with GPS, RFID and biometrics can
automatically identify and relay vital information about the livestock in
real time.
Crop sensors: Instead of prescribing field fertilization before
application, high-resolution crop sensors inform application equipment
of correct amounts needed. Optical sensors or drones are able to
identify crop health across the field (for example, by using infra-red
light).
Infrastructural health sensors: Can be used for monitoring
vibrations and material conditions in buildings, bridges, factories,
farms and other infrastructure. Coupled with an intelligent network,
such sensors could feed crucial information back to maintenance crews
or robots.
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Food
Genetically designed food: The creation of entirely new strains of
food animals and plants in order to better address biological and
physiological needs. A departure from genetically modified food,
genetically designed food would be engineered from the ground up.
In vitro meat: Also known as cultured meat or tubesteak, it is a flesh
product that has never been part of a complete, living animal. Several
current research projects are growing in vitro meat experimentally,
although no meat has yet been produced for public consumption.
Automation
Variable rate swath control: Building on existing geolocation
technologies, future swath control could save on seed, minerals,
fertilizer and herbicides by reducing overlapping inputs. By precomputing the shape of the field where the inputs are to be used, and
by understanding the relative productivity of different areas of the
field, tractors or agbots can procedurally apply inputs at variable rates
throughout the field.
Rapid iteration selective breeding: The next generation of
selective breeding where the end-result is analyzed quantitatively and
improvements are suggested algorithmically.
Agricultural robots: Also known as agbots, these are used to
automate agricultural processes, such as harvesting, fruit picking,
ploughing, soil maintenance, weeding, planting, irrigation, etc.
Precision agriculture: Farming management based on observing
(and responding to) intra-field variations. With satellite imagery and
advanced sensors, farmers can optimize returns on inputs while
preserving resources at ever larger scales. Further understanding of
crop variability, geolocated weather data and precise sensors should
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allow improved automated
planting techniques.

decision-making and

complementary

Robotic farm swarms: The hypothetical combination of dozens or
hundreds of agricultural robots with thousands of microscopic sensors,
which together would monitor, predict, cultivate and extract crops from
the land with practically no human intervention. Small-scale
implementations are already on the horizon.
Conclusion
Ecosystems that do not rely on matter exchange outside the
system. Such closed ecosystems would theoretically transform waste
products into oxygen, food and water in order to support life-forms
inhabiting the system. Such systems already exist in small scales, but
existing technological limitations prevent them from scaling. Synthetic
biology is about programming biology using standardized parts as one
programs computer using standardized libraries today. Includes the
broad redefinition and expansion of biotechnology, with the ultimate
goals of being able to design, build and remediate engineered biological
systems that process information, manipulate chemicals, fabricate
materials and structures, produce energy, provide food, and maintain
and enhance human health and our environment. A natural extension
of urban agriculture, vertical farms would cultivate plant or animal life
within dedicated or mixed-use skyscrapers in urban settings. Using
techniques similar to glass houses, vertical farms could augment
natural light using energy-efficient lighting. The advantages are
numerous, including year-round crop production, protection from
weather, support urban food autonomy and reduced transport costs.
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