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Introduction 

Dr. Kalam was born on 15 
October, 1931 in a Tamil Muslim 
family. His father’s name was 
Jainulabiddin and mother’s name 
was Ashianna. He came from a 
poor family. After completing 
school Kalam distributed 
newspaper in order to financially 
contribute to his father’s income. 
He completed his school education 

from Rameshwaram Elementary 
School. Then he went to attend 
Saint Joseph’s College, and 
affiliated with the University of 
Madras, from where he graduated 
in physics in 1954. In 1955 he 
completed his study in aerospace 
engineering. He completed his 
education from Madras Institute 
of Technology (MIT-Chennai) in 
1960, he joined Aeronautical 
Development Establishment of 

Defence Research and 
Development Organization 
(DRDO) as a scientist. 

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam was a 
great Scientist and Philosopher of 
par excellence. He was awarded 
the Padma Bhushan and Bharat 
Ratna, and then he became the 
President of India. One of the few 

presidents who have touched the 
hearts of so many poor children in 
the country. Because he also came 
from a poor background, he knew 
the power of education in 
changing one’s future. He was  
fond of Teachers’ Day. About the 
importance of Teachers’ Day Dr. 
Kalam said, “On this day, we 
gratefully remember the great 
educationist Dr. Sarvepalli 
Radhakrishnan, whose dream was 
that ‘Teachers should be the best 
minds in the country.’ Hence, 
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Teachers’ Day is very important 
for all people, for our students 
and even for all the parents, as 
the teachers lay the foundation 
for creating enlightened citizens 

for the nation.” Besides being a 
scientist of high caliber, the 
former president of India Dr. 
Abdul Kalam is also a poet and a 
lover of music. Although he has a 
very few leisure’s in his busy 
schedule. He is also fond of 
playing on Veena. He is a scientist 
who thinks, dreams, lives and 
breathes science. Also earlier the 
greatness of the man is also his 
simplicity despite having many 
achievements and honours to his 
credits. We are proud to have such 

a great president who enthuses us 
and champions the cause for the 
exceptional work of advancement 
of science and  public-services 

After being the president 
of the largest democracy of the 
world, perhaps none can have any 
aspiration left, but Kalam has, of 
opening a school for the poor 
children in Rameshwaram. Dr. 
Kalam says, “If you want to leave 
your foot prints on the sand of the 

time do not drag your feet.” 
“Great dreams and Great 
dreamers are always rewarded 
with victory.” Abdul Kalam is a 
dreamer. He dreamt of a strong 

India. We can say that the heart 
of Dr. Kalam is full of pain and 
woes of pours and debarred people 
and we can say confidently that 
Dr. Kalam would remain the 
President of the hearts of Indians 
till there are sun and moon in the 
sky. 

The writers and 
philosophers are the actual 
teachers who often express their 
ideas for the benefits of the 
society. Education cannot be 
separated from life and people 

having different outlooks 
understand the life from different 
angles of vision. Dr. A.P.J Abdul 
Kalam is to be looked at within 
his cultural background this total 
rural citizen from the far end of 
India, Rameshwaram, coming 
from a boatman’s family goes up 
to heights because of his sheer 
brilliance combined with 
simplicity of the highest and a 
rare sense of uncommon humility. 
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In fact he is a remarkable thinker 
of the highest order. 

Dr. A.P.J Abdul Kalam has 
many facets to his life. He is the 
‘Missile Man’ for some. He is 

‘dreamer’ for other. For children 
he is the wings of inspiration to 
spread the flow of goodness.   Let 
us reflect on the educational 
thoughts of our Great Scientist 
Dr. A.P.J Abdul Kalam. He is an   
Aerospace Engineer, professor 
and chancellor of Indian Institute 
of Space Science and technology. 
During his time as president, he 
was popularly known as “the 
people’s President” Dr. Kalam has 
constantly contributes his 
thoughts on education. His ideas 

on education proves that He was a 
great Educationist. 

Views of Kalam on Education: 

According to Dr. A.P.J 
Abdul Kalam (2006), the 
education system has a 
tremendous responsibility to 
transform a child is to a leader- 
the transformation from ‘what 
can you do for me’ to ‘what can I 
do for you?’ The most important 

part of education is inculcating in 
the students the spirit of ‘we can 
do it’. Education is an endless 
journey- through knowledge and 
enlightenment. Real education 

enhances the dignity of a human 
being and increases his- or her 
self- respect   and universal 
brotherhood in its true sense 
becomes the sheet anchor for such 
education.        Kalamji stated the 
following  problems of education 
in most of the countries of the 
world. 

1.   To correlate education with 
the problems of life. 

2.    To democratize education. 

3.   To cope with the problems 
arising out of the modern 

scientific and Technical  
advancement                             

4. To make education adequately 
efficient. 

Dr. A.P.J Abdul Kalam 
often says that education is 
drawing out and developing 
creativity inherent in students. 
Education, according to Dr. 
Kalam, is a fundamental right of 
every Indian child. He 
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emphasizing that education is a 
pillar of a developed and a 
powerful country, besides the 
most important element for 
growth and prosperity of a nation. 

Dr. Kalam believes that education 
is the most important area of 
service sector as it provides the 
required knowledge and skill to do 
any work. 

Dr. Kalam’s Aims on 
Education 

“Mission of Education”, 
according to Dr. Kalam (2006), “is 
the foundation to ensure the 
creation of enlightened-citizens 
who will make a prosperous, 
happy and strong nation”. To 
quote him, “When learning is 
purposeful creativity blossoms, 
when creativity blossoms 
Thinking emanates. When 
Thinking emanates, Knowledge is 

fully lit. When knowledge is lit, 
Economy flourishes.” 

According to Dr. Kalam 
education system should retain 
the smiles of children. This can 
happen if the education system is 

made creative throughout and full 
employment is provided to all. 

Dr. Kalam lists the main 
aims of education are as follows:- 

1.    To build character and to 

cultivate human values in 
students. 

2.    To inject creativity and to 
develop scientific attitude 
with spiritual foundation 

3. To enhance learning capacity 
through technology 

4. To build confidence among 
children to face to future 

5.    To ensure the creation of 
enlightened citizens took 
make the nation prosperous 
happy and strong 

6. To develop capacity for 

research and enquiry among 
students. 

7. To unfold innovating powers 
and entrepreneurship 

8. To develop moral leadership 

9. To make the country energy 
independent 
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10.  To develop the sense of 
dignity, self-respect and self-
reliance among students 

Valuable Jems from Mind of 
Dr. A.P.J Abdul Kalam 

Education is an endless 
journey through knowledge and 
enlightenment. Focus of the 
education and schools must 

provide mission oriented learning 
with value system. Childhood is 
the foundation stone upon which 
stands the whole life structure as 
the seeds sown in childhood 
blossom in to the tree of life. 
Education which is imparted in 
childhood at the every stage of 
development of minds is  
more important than the 
education received in college and 
university .Education nurtures 
the child’s curiosity about the 
environment and integrates the 

thinking process with the skills of 
hand limb and body. Twelve years 
of value based education in the 
school campus are essential to 
establish an open and transparent 
society. Emphasis should be on 
exploration, innovativeness and 
creativity through activities. At 

the secondary stage, emphasis 
should be on experiments, 
problem solving and team work. 
All levels of education should 
ensure the convergence of bio-

info- nano-  eco education. 

His Concept of Curriculum:  

 The concept of curriculum 
according the Dr. Kalam, 

includes: nano-science 
biotechnology, IT, Industries and 
development of creativity, 
innovation, entrepreneurship and 
management skills among 
students other than the regular 
subjects of study. Universities 
should become facilitators for 
creating entrepreneurship and 
should introduce a ‘syllabus of 
entrepreneurship’ co-ordination 
and spiritualism and education, 
the lessons of truth, path of 
righteousness, service towards 

others and faith in God should be 
included in the curriculum. 

Religion and Spiri5tualism in 
Eyes of Kalam: 

  Religion is a belief in 
super man controlling power 
‘spirit’: is the most and are 
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attained essential part of 

religious. The aim of religions is 
to left the  threw of human beings 
towards this summit. In spite of 
external difference, an inner unit 
prevails in religions. The 
universal charter of universal 

human values is inherent in all 
religions. 

Man’s spiritual nature is 
the very essence of his being. 
According to the ancient Indian 
philosophy, the ultimate aim of 
education is self realization. This 
is the state when the ultimate 
identification of the individual self 
with the absolute takes place. 
Spiritual education enables the 
individual to explore the area of 
the self and the means by which 
the self is readied and how 

liberation, glory and are attained. 

 His Stress on Imparting 
Moral Values:  

The right kind of 

education on moral values will 
upgrade the society and the 
country. After every child is 
nurtured during the early years 
with love and affection and when 

he reaches- a school- going age he 
needs a value based education. 
The prime learning period for a 
child is from six to seventeen 
years of age. Hence, the school 

hours for children are the best 
environment and mission-
oriented learning with value 
based educational system. 

If a country is to be 
corruption free and become a 
nation of beautiful mind, the 
three key societal members who 
can make a difference are father, 
mother and teacher. Mother gives 
the principle of truth. One you 
start giving the right direction to 
the minds of the children, 
character building emanates 

within the family. “I will make 
my home a righteous home” 
should be the motto of each and 
every child and every parent. 

It is essential that schools 
and colleges arrange a lecture by a 
great teacher of the institution 
once a week for one hour on 
Indian’s civilization heritage. This 
class can be called moral science 
class. This will elevate heritage. 
This class can be called a moral 
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science class. This will elevate the 
young mind to love the country to 
love other human beings and 
elevate the young to higher 
planes. 

 His Thoughts on Children 

Children are our greatest 

wealth. Each child born in the 
nation allowed to blossom. It is 
particularly important to provide 
extra care and facilities to the 
children including those who are 
not fortunate to have their 
families to look after them. This 
noble service should be promoted 
by all individuals and government 
organizations, leading to the 
development of enlightened 
citizens who will become an asset 
for national development. 

His Inspiration to  Children  : 

  He encourage children to 
pursue their education with 

dedication and  exceed in it. He 
wanted them to plant at least five 
sampling and shall ensure their 
growth through constant care. He 
asked them toll constantly 
Endeavour to remove the pain of   
suffering brethren and 

encouraged to work for becoming 
an enlightened citizen and make 
their family righteous. He 
requested them to befriend of the 
mentally and physically 

challenged and will work hard to 
make them feel normal like the 
rest of us. He wanted them to 
promise that I will work hard 
with honesty to transform 
their  country into a developed 
country 

Retaining the smiles of 
children: 

 When we look at small 
children they are always smiling. 
When they start going to primary 
school carrying a big bag on their 
shoulders, the smile reduces. 
When the reach secondary school, 
the smile further reduces and 
during the higher secondary 
course, the virtually vanishes. 

Can we make an education 
system which will retain the 
smiles on the faces of our children 
throughout the period of their 
education? Creativity in the 
education system can be promoted 
by reducing the theoretical 


