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Francis Ng, Orbis Ambassador

SEE THE CHANGE

SEE THE CHANGE

A great leap forward
and footsteps to follow

Joining this tour to visit some of the most remote and
backward hospitals in the countryside were Orbis
Ambassador Francis Ng and his eight-year-old son
Feynman. On their first visit to Bangladesh, they met
children and even babies with eye problems. Francis
showed his insights and care to his son as they travelled
each step with valuable life lessons on the way.

Phoebe Wong / Orbis

“Now being a parent myself, I sincerely hope that
Feynman will understand that there are many less
fortunate around the world who need our help. I also wish
that he learns from others who live in such distressing
experience of struggles,” he adds. “After this journey, I
pray that there will be more Bangladeshis escaping from
blindness, and also want this trip to become a valuable
experience for Feynman’s life as he grows up.”

Despite the constant battle between good and evil, children always
remain as pure-hearted and innocent, bringing us the priceless gift
of positive energy.
This Easter, Orbis Hong Kong team travelled to Bangladesh to uncover
the local sight-restoring program. At the BNSB Hospital at Mymensingh,
we visited some very young patients taking turns to undergo eye
surgeries. Behind the doors at the ward, we found one anxious little face
after another - equally worried if not more, are the parents whose blank
faces were all stressed and helpless.

idea: the battle against the constant darkness will soon
be over. Back at school, all the words on the blackboard
shall appear all clear and recognizable again to him. This
probably explained why his excited moves, the beam in his
eye and big smiles on his face were all in stark contrast to
the depressed crowds surrounding him at the hospital.

Yet there was a boy in one corner of the ward whose eyes and smiles all
along warmed this deadly silent and gloomy place.

While our team set out to show our support and solidarity
during hospital visits like this, this time instead of cheering
up young patients like Sohag, we were unexpectedly
affected and delightfully surprised by his faith and passion.
His positive energy from deep within exuded faith and hope
- whatever the future will bring.

This local Bangladeshi boy Sohag came from Mymensingh, where he
happily received education just like other kids. That was until one day, on
his regular journey travelling more than 10 kilometers to school, Sohag
suddenly shook off his brother’s hand when crossing a river and asked,
“Why are you holding my hands, who are you?” He was not joking as
he soon tripped over because of his blurred vision without warning, a
condition later diagnosed as cataracts.
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Cataract surgery usually takes as short as half an hour. As Sohag awaited
anaesthesia before the surgery, his mind focused only on one exciting

[Epilogue] Sohag, meaning love and care in Bengali,
coincidentally symbolizes all our generous donors
perhaps in a way, whose love continue through Orbis to
all the children with eye diseases.

Orbis’s sight restoring efforts in
Bangladesh since 2000:
Trained over 12,000 medical and
ophthalmic professionals
Completed 9 Flying Eye Hospital programs
and 23 long-term country programs
The very first vision centre in Bangladesh
offering children eye care services in
remote areas
Set up 9 specialised centres dedicated to
pediatric ophthalmology

Watch Francis’s
journey online

Can Tho (Vietnam)

Quy Nhon (Vietnam)

March 11-25

May 8-19

May 29 - June 9

The Flying Eye Hospital was on a fiveday visit in London and greeted more
than 1,200 visitors including donors,
sponsors and media organizations –
as well as royalty including HRH The
Countess of Wessex, a patron of the
International Agency for the Prevention
of Blindness. Yet stealing the spotlight
of this event is the heartwarming
presence of Mario, a patient-turneddonor who received surgery on the
first-generation Flying Eye Hospital in
1988 in Hyderabad, India.

After the year-long effort between
Orbis Vietnam and partner hospital,
the Orbis Flying Eye Hosptial’s
sight-saving program in Can Tho
was finally concluded in May. This
two-week training focused on eye
diseases ranging from adult glaucoma,
retina, retinopathy of prematurity,
oculoplastics, as well as pediatric
cataract and strabismus. The training
was opened to doctors, nurses and
biomedical engineers, and 160 patients
received clinical examination, plus 60
visually impaired patients underwent the
operations.

Orbis’s boundary-pushing telemedicine
initiative, cybersight, is a vital catalyst
in nurturing cross-border collaboration
and providing eye care professionals in
remote locations with advanced online
tools, techniques and training. Two
volunteer ophthalmologists from Hong
Kong, Prof. Christopher Leung and
Prof. Wai Ching Lam, recently did their
bit for cybersight by joining an Orbis
sight-saving mission in Quy Nhon,
Vietnam. In addition to sharpening
skills amongst their local colleagues,
the pair’s specially conducted eye
surgeries and lectures also benefitted
other medical professionals in 24
countries in real time via cybersight.

Passing on the Light

Distance learning via
cybersight

Over 60 patients
in operation
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NEW ORBIS STRATEGIES
CHIMING IN WITH
UN GOALS

In 2015, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was published by United Nations
calling for global efforts to build out its long-term vision. Seventeen Sustainable Development Goals were laid
down in five themes: People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace and Partnership. Orbis has since further refined its global
strategies in response with the emphasis on sustainability as we sail full-steam ahead taking our global sightrestoring efforts to the next level in the four major areas as follows:

Advocacy

Cross-sector Partnership

To begin with, eye care services can be improved one
step at a time starting from government policy and
budget allocation. The overall impact will ultimately not
only limited to one region, but also across nations. Orbis
will continue to bring ophthalmic community together,
including governments and policy makers to ensure the
public education and the importance of eyecare are in
place, as well as to provide more support to local sightrestoring work.

Whether you are from the field of health, aviation,
business to education, our individual efforts will
be counted in the worldwide initiatives enabling a
blindness-free future. Breaking grounds by tapping into
the network of all our valued partners will be vital to end
avoidable blindness and create a brighter future.

Health systems strengthening
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Scrutinizing the health structure of partnering
organizations, Orbis will base on our professional
expertise to help build a more resourceful medical
referral network. Along with an enhanced medical
system, it enables more affordable eye-related health
services of higher quality, whether from leadership
management, finance, team work, technology and
equipment, data research to service quality.

THE DAYS AND NIGHTS OF FLYING EYE HOSPITAL

EYES ON THE WORLD

London (UK)
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Donate

HK$500
per month

Evidence
As Orbis devises more clinical tests and qualitative
researches, a more thorough monitoring and evaluation
system helps stakeholders to understand what positive
effect we brought to the world. In addition, all the data
or evidence we achieved can loop back to governments
and health organizations, and in turn become the
bedrock in developing future global campaigns for the
importance of vision.

Please support the “Orbis MD-10 Support Station”, a
new online shopping / donation platform. There you can
sponsor resources essential for surgeries on board the
Flying Eye Hospital or choose your unique souvenir gift
to deliver the gift of sight.
www.orbis.org/supportstation

More on Orbis’s
global strategies here:

By making a donation of HK$500 per month to support
Orbis Flying Eye Hospital programs, you will help
subsidize surgeries for patients and train eye-care
professionals.
www.orbis.org/partnersinsight

Year Round

Blindfold Cable Car
Experience

Asia Miles Donation

Mother Nature offers a stunning visual feast
in all her splendor and glory – yet what if all
sight has been lost? See you at Ngong Ping
360 for a blindfolded cable car experience,
a ride of love and adventure on all 360
degrees. Registration is now open, don’t
miss it!

Got extra Airmiles? Why not consider
donating them to Orbis? With just a few
clicks on Asia Miles iRedeem platform,
you will be able to help Orbis to continue
its sight-saving journey.

Year Round

23 September

Looking for corporate social responsibility
program? Come join us to be our Corporate
Partner. In addition to promoting your
corporate image, your employees will also
have the opportunity to work together as a
team and help Orbis.
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www.orbis.org/corpprogram

Mid-Autumn Charity Sale
Geoff Oliver Bugbee / Orbis

DON’T
OVERLOOK
AMBLYOPIA
Commonly known as ‘lazy eye’, amblyopia usually affects
just one eye (unilateral amblyopia), but can also affect
both eyes (bilateral amblyopia). The condition is caused
by inadequate visual stimulation to the brain during a
child’s development and can result in partial or even
permanent vision loss. Here in Hong Kong, statistics
from the Student Health Service show that about two to
four per cent of children under eight years old suffer from
some forms of amblyopia, with unilateral amblyopia more
widespread.
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Orbis Volunteer Ophthalmologist Dr. Flora Lau explained
that amblyopia problems are primarily related to the
development of the brain’s visual cortex during childhood.
What makes unilateral amblyopia especially worrying is
that there are no observable symptoms on the affected
eye, and people with the disorder can still see properly
with their good eye. Given that the conditions are hard to
notice for both their parents and themselves, they are put
in graver danger.

July - September

Mooncake alert: renowned local artist Maggie
Lau (Little Horse) is once again back to
design Orbis’s mooncake box! Pre-ordering
these adorable mooncakes and other festival
gifts start in July. For more details, please
visit Orbis website.

Early diagnosis and interventions for amblyopia will
greatly improve the visual outcome of the children. “There
is a critical period for visual development in kids, mostly
from birth to eight years old. It is important for kids to
perceive clear images during their developmental period,
so the visual areas of their brains can be stimulated.
Children who are treated after this period will likely suffer
from lower vision in the amblyopic eye for the rest of their
lives.” said Dr. Lau.
Dr. Lau emphasized the importance of regular visual
screening tests for children in their developmental period
to avoid irreversible amblyopia. She also suggested some
simple tests to be done at home by parents for their small
kids. “Pirate game” -- with each eye alternatively being
occluded, parents can compare their own vision with their
kids or to observe if there are any abnormal reactions
like tilting of head or eye squeezing. If any warning signs
are detected, then an ophthalmologist’s advice should be
sought.

Orbis World Sight Day
October

Putting a fragmented white cane on your
clothes? Yes. Orbis invites you to join hands
with us in cutting blindness. A white cane
pin will be given for donors in support of this
year’s “World Sight Day” campaign to thank
you for ending blindness. For donation of
HK$1000 or over, you can receive a set of
four special pin set.
www.orbis.org/hkwsd

www.orbis.org/np360event

Moonwalkers
December
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Mini Flying Eye
Hospital Charity Sale
June - August

How creative can you be with just black and
white? As this year’s Moonwalkers theme,
participants are encouraged to dress up in
only black and white. Visit the Facebook
page of Moonwalkers for more information.
Applications open in late August - stay tuned.

How many lives can a plane save? A lot if
it happens to be the Flying Eye Hospital.
Purchase these cute models of Orbis’s
Flying Eye Hospital to support the charity
sale now. These mini planes will be available
in a series of four colors at just HK$30 each.
Order now.

Moonwalkers

MD-10 Support MD10

The Great Ethiopian Run
22-28 November

Let’s head to Ethiopia for a “run-in-a-lifetime”!
The meaning event will not only just be a
10-kilometre run, but also for a face-to-face
visit to local patients in Orbis’s care. All
proceeds will enable Orbis to step forward
and continue to achieve our goals. Please
stay tuned for more updates!
www.orbis.org/hk-ethiopia2017

LOCAL FUNDRAISING EFFORTS

A CLOSER LOOK AT VISION

Corporate Partner

Bangladesh
See-n-Feel Tour
November

Ever question how Orbis’s Flying Eye Hospital
can simultaneously be operation room and
training ground? How are patients screened?
Welcome to join our trip to Chittagong
in Bangladesh to witness our Flying Eye
Hospital. Enrollment will start in September.

A dream to cherish and fight for - however
hard the journey could be – will surely bring
meaning to our lives. Bonnie, one dedicated
Orbis’s supporter, testifies with her philosophy
of perseverance. She is a consistent Orbis
volunteer event emcee, taking her precious
time away during weekends and holidays, as
well as a staunch supporter herself of Orbis’s
monthly donation over the past twelve years.
“I first heard about Orbis from its event at a
shopping mall, coming to the realization that
the loss of sight could put any able-bodied
person in a truly physically-disadvantaged
condition. Therefore, I really wanted to help
and signed up for Orbis monthly donation
program. As I hosted Orbis event one after

Every cent indeed counts. As Bonnie looks
back on the years in her support for Orbis,
she believes the journey is a reward with
all the joy and a meaning added to her life.
“Honestly, it would otherwise have been
super easy for me to spend HK$200-300
each month, without thinking twice about
the purpose and all before it is all gone,” she
laughed. “Having the same amount donated
to Orbis instead is so much more worthwhile.
Orbis will make sure every cent is well-spent.
It has indeed been a blessing for both the
beneficiaries and myself.”

LIFETIME MOMENT

A STEP FOR A LIFELONG MISSION
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Being perseverant,
we can stop blindness

another, I grew familiar with the organization
and even the Flying Eye Hospital. Now,
I realized how much of a hassle it is to
conduct a sight-saving program, including all
the medical support and arrangement, but
also the importance of providing trainings to
local eye care professionals and educating
people on eye care health. What I can fully
understand is a 15-minute surgery is a result
of everyone’s effort and dedication. This
teaches me that to fight against blindness is
not an easy mission, and it’s crucial to Orbis
to receive sustainable donations – and I
have never once stopped my donation since
then” said Bonnie.

Support Orbis
Monthly Donation
Program
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Making monthly donations
in the name of either
yourself or others to help
Orbis continue expanding
medical training and eyecare education programs.
your regular support will
be our essential income to
conduct sustainable sightrestoring initiatives.

Ooboo Lai / Orbis

Orbis Wedding Donation Program
More details:
2595 0263
www.orbis.org/mthly

The more your share, the merrier of course. With a life event as important as your wedding, why not choose to share your blessing
and joy by donating your wedding gifts to us? Your help can bring light to the lives of those with eye diseases and their families.

• For donations of HK$2,000 or more, Orbis wedding favours are
available at a special price with a wide range of choices including
wedding cards, pins, mini Flying Eye Hospital and tote bags.

• For donations of HK$3,800 or more, a pair of Orbis wedding

bears and one framed thank you certificate will be offered on
top of the available gifts above.
2508 7023 (Ms. Tai)

www.orbis.org/wedding

Your Turn to
Make The Most
of Your Life
Reaching ever
greater heights
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The second-tallest hill in Hong Kong, Lantau
Peak, is famous for the difficulty to climb all
the way to its top. You can therefore imagine,
for Orbis supporter Kenneth Law, reaching
the 957-metre peak of Tai Mo Shan - the
tallest peak in Hong Kong - in a bid to raise
money for Orbis this January has been an
amazing achievement for him and his friends.
The stunning photos he took during sunrise
on his 7-day challenge was an unforgettable
memory with his passion and perseverance
for charitable causes bringing those in the
dark back to a world of color and light.

Circling around Island
This April, keen runners, Helen, Yan and
Yvonne completed a 360-kilometer journey
around Okinawa, Japan in just ten days. Their
unique journey around the island has also
been recorded on their dedicated Facebook
page, which shared highlights from the trip
and served as a reminder for their friends and
families to support Orbis too. It is their wish
that more sports lovers will follow suit in similar
fundraising efforts – time to monetize your
fun and joy by donating to help eye-disease
patients while challenging your limit!

Seeking challenges while
looking to bring positive
changes for those suffering
from eye diseases? Set
up your own fundraising
page now and share too to
promote your campaign. Do
make sure all your family
members and friends will be
aware to support your cause.

More here:
www.orbis.org/
hkonline-fundraising

FOLLOW US

See you on social media
Like our pages, share our feeds, comment on our posts and
follow all our social media channels – and remember too to help
raise awareness of our charitable causes. Please also reach out
to our team via Facebook and WeChat Wallet for simple and fast
donations – every cent counts.

Orbis Hong Kong

Geoff Oliver Bugbee / Orbis

Love lives on
Have you thought about sparing a part of your inheritance,
insurance refund or condolence fund for Orbis? All the love from
you and your deceased loved one would be passed onto grateful
recipients – who are needlessly blind. Come bring light into their
lives and their families.
2508 7003 (Ms. Lau)

www.orbis.org/legacyinfo

CORPORATE SUPPORT

BACK ON CAMPUS
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Eyes wide open yet stuck in the dark…

Photo Exhibition “Eyes That See” at The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
Our ability to see is not to be taken for granted - and
there are many less fortunate around us with all sorts
of eye diseases who would require our greater care and
understanding. Co-curated with the Faculty of Business
of The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, the exhibition
“Eyes That See” details all the on-campus anti-blindness
campaigns throughout the 2016-2017 academic year
in a series of images, taken from the “World Sight Day”
mobile promotional truck, “Orbis Blindfold Lunch”, “Blind
Tour” as well as “A Dialogue with Orbis” joint-school
seminar of Orbis Student Ambassador Campaign. All the
exhibits set out to inspire students to extend their helping
hand to those affected by eye diseases worldwide.

Every step in these efforts to seek understanding and
empowerment will be paid off, as all contributions help
strengthen the sustainability of our ongoing global
campaigns to prevent and treat eye diseases.
Dr. Pamsy Hui Pun-zee, Associate Dean (External
Relations and Development) at the Faculty of Business
of The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, expressed her
gratitude on behalf of the school. “Since 2011, we have
been a close partner with Orbis in the efforts to broaden
the horizons of our students and inspire their passion to
serve those in need” Dr. Hui says.

HNA –
Orbis Run for Vision

Come join
Darkness to Go

Charity concert with
Erhu masters

Presented by event ambassador Mr.
Julian Cheung Chi-Lam, HNA – Orbis Run
for Vision successfully concluded on April
8. The 5-kilometer charity run gathered
more than 1,200 runners. All proceeds
raised, including both the application
fees and donations, set a record of over
HK$860,000 which goes directly to Orbis
for its sight-restoring programs worldwide.

With our annual charity sales on World
Sight Day, you are invited to pick a
selected series of black items between
September 1 and October 12 for charity
sale. Your charitable gesture will not only
give your happy customers a big smile with
your satisfying product, but also help Orbis
spread our message and a step closer to
the goal to end preventable blindness.

On April 22, Hong Kong Erhu Arts
Centre specially invited two legendary
Erhu masters Wang Guo-tong and
Mr. Ray Wong for a charity concert at
the theatre of Hong Kong City Hall.
Also on the stage were pianist Ms. Du
Xiaomeng and Dr. Dexter Leung Yu
Lung. All proceeds have gone directly
to support Orbis’s global sight-restoring
mission.

www.orbis.org/hkwsd_shop
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Full Support for World Sight Day
Sharing from sponsors :
“We are really delighted to join Orbis again this year to
further its anti-blindness efforts. It means a lot as they fight
away darkness for so many patients with eye diseases
and welcoming them back to a bright new world.”

Orbis student page

Ms. Emily Chang, Managing Director
BB GROUP COMPANY LIMITED
Orbis World Sight Day Key Partner
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Look smart
and stay protected

A lunch
in the dark

The very first edition of Orbis Eyecare Agent 2017 has been
well-received by the 42 participating kindergartens around
Hong Kong – and set the record with HK$460,000 raised in
total. Children are encouraged to wear sunglasses in fierce
sunlight against harmful ultraviolet rays, Headmistress
Ms. Chan of Karlam Anglo-Chinese Kindergarten (Oasis
Garden) commented, “From carefully thought-through
activities, games to the dedicated Orbis Eyecare Agent
Training Booklet, our students can learn first-hand how to
protect their eyes, while our parents are also reminded to
give their kids a pair of sunglasses during outdoor activities
under bright sunlight.”

Now in its sixth year, Orbis Blindfold Lunch 2017 invites
primary school students to enjoy a lunch in complete
darkness to experience first-hand how it feels to be blind.
A primary-four student Leung Sin Hang quipped, “I could
never stop worrying in the half an hour while eating –
I worried a lot that my whole lunch box will fall onto the
ground. It was a frightful experience when we cannot
really tell what food we are eating is, what the color of the
food looks like, nor what we are putting into our mouths.”
Through this year’s Orbis Blindfold Lunch, more students
will hopefully treasure their eyesight more, understand
those in need better and offer them support. With 36
primary schools and their 13,000 students taking part this
year, a total of HK$780,000 was raised.

“We are proud to be associated with Orbis and their
cause to help people to see again, something we take
for granted. We encourage Orbis to continue their good
work also in future.”
Mr. Hanspeter Kerner, Director
Collyer Logistics International Ltd.
Orbis World Sight Day Key Partner
World Sight Day is an annual day of awareness held on the second
Thursday of October to focus global attention on blindness and visual
impairment.
With the World Sight Day on October 12 this year, we encourage everyone
to show your support and share your love. Whether participating as
corporates, government, organizations, school or individuals, all are
welcome. Bring along to your friends, employees and students, please
spread the message. Donation of any amount counts. Stay tuned for
application details in early July.

“We had been happy to continue our supporting work
to “Orbis” 2017 World Sight Day, which was meaningful
and rewarding, as encouragement to our team for higher
working spirit!”
Mr. Chan Cho Shing, Sunny, Managing Director
Sunny Creations Limited
Orbis World Sight Day Partner
2508 7037 (Ms. Wong)

www.orbis.org/hkwsd
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Orbis Hong Kong
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Donation

奧比斯香港

Credit Card
Visa

Master

UnionPay

AE

Credit Card Number
One-off donation HK$

Monthly donation HK$

Corporate Donation (CY1773211)

Personal Donation (CY1770832)

Card Valid Until

Please

Chinese Name

Date Of Birth

(Should be valid for the next three months)

one appropriate

only.

Daytime Telephone No.

One-off donation

Please charge my credit card once for the above specified amount.

HKID Card No.

Monthly donation

I hereby authorize Project Orbis International, Inc. to charge my credit card account for the
amount specified in a regular manner as agreed upon by me and Project Orbis International,
Inc. until further notice. I agree the validity of this agreement will continue before or after the
expiry date of the credit card account. (Cancellation or variation of this authorization shall
be given to Project Orbis International, Inc. at least seven working days before the date on
which such cancellation or variation is to take effect.)

(To avoid donor record duplication)

Postal Address
Card Holder’s Signature
Donor Number

YY

Card Issuing Bank

Name/Company Name

Contact Person

MM

Card Holder’s name

Date

(if applicable)
Please ensure that you sign the form and any alternations the same way as you sign your credit card account.

Email Address
Language of communication

Chinese

Cheque No.
(Please make cheque payable to “Project Orbis International, Inc.”)

Online Donation

www.orbis.org/donate-online

English

Receipt

Accumulated donations of HK$100 or above annually are tax deductible with a receipt in Hong Kong.
For monthly donations, an annual receipt will be issued in April to help you pursue your tax return

send by mail

send by email

do not send me a receipt

Please specify the recipient if it is different from the donor:__________________________________________________
Orbis regrets that it cannot provide receipts to donors who fail to provide either their name or address/email.
Any personal data collected will be used for receipting, updates about sight-saving initiatives, fundraising and/or event
promotion purposes only. All data will be kept strictly confidential. If you do not wish to receive: 1. all mailings from Orbis;
2. all emails from Orbis, please mark an “X” in the opt-out box and return to us either by post, email or fax.
Please send the completed form to GPO Box 7419, Hong Kong. Credit card donation can be made by faxing this coupon to
(852) 2858 8888 instead of posting.

